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***Assisted Listening Devices Available – Please Ask Your Usher***
LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT UCCMEDINA.ORG

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits”

PRELUDE

“The Peace may be exchanged” from Rubrics – Dan Locklair

Cathy Fafrak, Organist

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASSING OF THE PEACE
Take a moment to think about the people who sit beside, behind, and in front of you in church. Connect
with them by phone, email, or text to pass the peace of Christ and offer support and encouragement.
Write “Peace” on our Facebook live or turn to someone in your house and offer peace.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Rev. Jan Linn, author of “Unbinding Christianity”
Leader: We are bound up in our lives.
People: We are wrapped tight by our expectations and demands of others.
Leader: Ideologies of doctrine and belief.
People: Maybe we could use this hour to unbind ourselves.
Leader: We can explore, play, and use our God-given freedom to find God.
People: To remind ourselves of the values and actions that draw us together.
Leader: Come, let us worship with our neighbor today!
HYMN

“Gather Us In” (vs. 1 & 4)

COMMUNITY PRAYER

Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Association General Minster

With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name—
who acknowledge You as Lord, and look to You in faith.
No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love.
And so we come to offer You our worship—

to declare that You are our God,
and that we are Your people,
called and chosen by You from the very beginning.
Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit
open us up to experience You here;
open our minds to receive Your truth,
and our mouths to speak and sing Your praise.
For You alone are God—
worthy of all praise and worship,
now and to the end of time.
Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Jesus Loves Me”
“This little Light of Mine”

SCRIPTURES

Isaiah 56:1,6-8
Matthew 15:21-28

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Eve Lindon, piano
Sam Lindon, piano
Pastor Arthur Ruffin, Second Baptist Church
Pastor Mike Garner, Cornerstone Chapel
Stacie Yates

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
SERMON

“Salvation for Others”

Rev. Luke Lindon
Rev. Dr. Lori Walke,
Mayflower Congregational UCC, Oklahoma City
Rev. Luke Lindon

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
Prayer of Dedication
Rev. Jeff Nelson, MESA National UCC Office
(written by Bill & Kristi Gaultiere, inspired by Psalm 67. Posted on Soul Shepherding.)
Leader: May God be gracious to us
And bless us
And make her face shine upon us
In the darkness that was
And the dawning that is

And the daylight that is to come
May we praise God today
And join the angels of heaven
And all of creation

People:

In the name of our God
And Jesus
And the Spirit
Amen

BENEDICTION
May you hear the person crying out.
May you see them kneeling before you.
May you experience their pain.
And be reminded of your common humanity,
and that the grace of God is offered to you both.
See their faith.
Learn. Change and go from here to be a blessing.
For this service has ended. And your service now begins. Amen.

Rev. Luke Lindon

REOPENING VIDEO

“More than Church on Sunday”
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THE PILGRIM MESSENGER
AUGUST 16, 2020
“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits.
More Than Church On Sunday!”
Live streaming of the Sanctuary Service is available at uccmedina.org
August 16, 2020 thru August 24, 2020

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sun 10:30 am WORSHIP LIVESTREAM
GO TO: www.uccmedina.org/live
You may give online or mail in your offering

Worship Highlights: 10:30 Live Stream Only
Scriptures: Isaiah 54:1, 6-8 and
Matthew 15:21-28
Sermon: “Salvation for Others”
Rev. Luke Lindon

7:00 pm FINAL Outdoor Vesper Service
Under the Pergola (Weather permitting)
Mon

ALIVE ON THE SQUARE
WORSHIP

Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun 10:00 am ALIVE ON THE SQUARE
WORSHIP AT THE GAZEBO
2:00 pm Zoom Safety Team Meeting

Pastor Luke will be on vacation from
August 16 thru August 22nd.

PLEASE NOTE:
As we reconvene in person worship on August
30th, there will be no nursery care or F.I.S.H.
Sunday School until further notice.

We will meet at the Gazebo on the square of Medina
at 10:00 am. Bring your own chairs. We’ll practice
social distancing and wear masks. Bring your
neighbor if you want to! Weather permitting and no
COVID spikes permitting, we hope to see you there!
(Although there will be no picnic following worship
this year, you are welcome to bring a picnic lunch on
your own and enjoy it on the square.)
There is no plan for rain, so pray for sunshine!
There will be NO Live Stream Worship on this
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
We hope to be able to record it and post to
Facebook and our Archive on the church website
later in the day.

CALL FOR SANITIZING CREW
VOLUNTEERS
We need your help! As part of our reopening,
volunteers are needed to sanitize the pews in the
Sanctuary each Sunday, between the 8:15 and
10:30 service. Our goal is to have enough
volunteers to have at least a couple crews so the
same folks aren’t sanitizing every Sunday. A
training will take place after the Alive on the Square
service on August 23. If you are interested, please
contact Maureen Walker: rini72@zoominternet.net

Sunday August 16th will be our last Vespers service
Come as you are, summer attire of t-shirts and shorts (think summer camp vespers). Bring your own
chairs. We’ll practice social distancing and wear masks. Tell a friend! Hope to see you there!

REOPENING (REGATHERING) REMINDER
Remember that it is our goal to regather for in-person worship in our building on Sunday, August 30.
Contrary to the original Reopening Covenant, services on August 30 will be open to anyone who desires to
attend. We believe we will be able to safely accommodate those that want to attend. Also remember that
church will be different when we regather. Please refer to the COVID-19 Reopening Covenant for
guidelines for returning to in-person worship. This document can be found in the center of the Home page
on our website. Also, a short video illustrating many of the guidelines spelled out in the Reopening
Covenant, will be posted on our website and our Facebook page. Be on the lookout for that in the days to
come!
Finally, returning to in-person worship on August 30 is dependent on Medina County dropping to Level 2 –
Orange, in the Ohio COVID-19 Alert System. Currently, Medina County is at Level 3 – Red. Based on the
guidance for Level 3, the Reopening Team and church leadership have decided that we will not regather
for in-person worship when Medina County is at Level 3. Please continue doing your part to help get us
back together. Keep wearing those masks and keep your distance when in public. See you soon.

NEW SOUND EQUIPMENT
Folks attending the Sunday evening Vespers service have had the joy of utilizing the new audio system
that was purchased from the funds allocated by the Endowment Committee. The unit includes a new
sound board and speakers/accessories, plus cases for storage. This new equipment allows us to prepare
for ALIVE ON THE SQUARE set for August 23. Thank you to all the generous donors to the Endowment
Fund who made this “boost in sound” possible!

GOSPEL GALLEY MEDITATIONS (GGM) SETS SAIL IN SEPTEMBER
Do you like to write inspirational, thought-provoking, emotion-filled, Informational messages? If so, but do
not have an outlet to share with others? Then…GGM is the place for you! GGM is looking for volunteers
to write for upcoming months of the 2020-21 calendar year, having a 5th Sunday. The Sunday dates are:
November 29 2020. January 31 2021. May 30 2021 and October 31, 2021.
The phrase…”The pen is mightier than the sword!” comes to mind. Interested? Please contact GGM
Coordinator, Alice Metzloff via email at iamalsblugown@gmail.com. Details about writing for GGM, and a
2020-21 Writers Schedule Calendar is forthcoming.
.

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

August 16, 2020
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 45:1-15
Bold Moves
Holy God,
We know that union with all people is your will for us.
Hear our prayer for re-union.
We pray for re-union across class and economics.
Grant to those who have abundance
the wisdom and courage to share
in order to strengthen those who have less.
Grant to those who live in scarcity,
the strength to organize and speak.
Hear our prayer for re-union.
We pray for re-union across national borders.
Where we have erected walls,
and made political division more important
than human rights, heal us we pray.
Help us to remember that all people,
no matter the color of their skin
or the language they speak
or the opportunities into which they were born,
are your beloved children.
Hear our prayer for re-union.
We pray for re-union among families.
Heal us, we pray, so that we not
Pass the sins of our fathers and mothers
Forward to the next generation.
Send your healing love like a balm
on those families separated
by violence or misunderstanding.
In your name, we pray, Amen.

