
 
February 21, 2021 - 10:00 am Live Stream Only 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, CONGREGATIONAL 
      217 E. Liberty St.   Medina, Ohio 44256    330-725-4559   

Email: office@uccmedina.org 
 

LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT WWW.UCCMEDINA.ORG 
 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
PRELUDE      “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” – arr. Edward Good      Cathy Fafrak, Organist 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE   

 
VISIONING PRAYER                                                                                                                           by Sharon Alberson 

God, help us to be welcoming. God, help us to be loving. 
God, help us to see that serving you can lead us to 

A place full of grace with no limits where we can be free… 
To open our hands, welcoming. To open our hearts, loving. 

To be more than church on Sunday, to live in the light from above; 
To celebrate in service and love. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Isaiah 55: 1-3~ Christine Longhurst Canadian Mennonite University) 

Leader:  Come to the water, all you who thirst— 
People:  We come to drink deeply from the river of life. 
Leader:  Come to the water, all you who are weary— 
People:  We come to rest in the quiet pools of God’s love. 
Leader:  Come to the water, all you who long for peace — 
People:  We come to be renewed in God’s ever-flowing stream. 
Leader:  For God is here among us--- 
People:  To wash away the dust and grime of our lives, 
Leader:  Pour out your Spirit on all who thirst--- 
ALL:  We come to worship God together. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC “My Heart, Your Home” - Watermark                                 Gathering Band 
 
SCRIPTURE        Mark 1: 9-15  



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                              Stacie Yates 
 

         The Lord’s Prayer                                            
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer 

 
SERMON “Baptism Is New Again”                                                                  Rev. Luke Lindon  
 
HYMN                                                   “On the Day When Christ Was Baptized”  

A hymn for the First Sunday in Lent 
Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

 
On the day when Christ was baptized, 

He looked up to heaven above. 
There God's Spirit came descending, 

Resting on him like a dove. 
Jesus, cast into the desert, 

Felt the weighty power of sin. 
God's own angels came around him 

To protect and wait on him. 
 

So the Lord, our friend and Savior, 
Did not bow to pride and greed. 

He proclaimed the good news message: 
God is near! Repent! Believe! 
With a focus on compassion, 

He proclaimed God's wondrous reign. 
Jesus loved the poor and served them; 

They found healing in his name. 
 
 

God, when this world twists the gospel, 
Saying what is wrong is good, 
And when evil and oppression 

Come to land and neighborhood — 
May we cling to your love's teaching 

And resist what's surely wrong; 
As we seek to serve your kingdom, 

May your Spirit keep us strong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 
Offering Invitation           

 May what we offer in this moment, our intangible intentions and our actual actions be pleasing to 
you, our God; our Strength and our Redeemer. 

 
 



 
 

Doxology (Thomas Ken, 1674; adapted) 
                      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here below; 

                          Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter: One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
Holy and Gracious One, thank you for the gift of your people. For your gift of baptism. A ritual 
for us to name and claim each other in a covenant community. A way to signify that each life 
has been blessed by you. Take our gifts, our lives, and use them to establish your Beloved 
Community in the here and now. This we pray. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION (based on Matthew 14:22-33 https://re-worship.blogspot.com/)  

Leader: Friends, Jesus calls us to step out on to the water with him, to leave the safety of our boats. 
People:   and to walk toward Him in faith, joining Him in the work, 
Leader:    And when the wind and waves get high and threaten to overwhelm us…      
People:   We remember His words: “Don’t be afraid. Take courage. I am here.”       
Leader:    So let’s go with faith, to follow where Jesus leads…      
People:    Confident that His love and presence goes with us.      
Leader:     For this service has ended…       
People:    And our service now begins. Amen! 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      “God Be with You” 

God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 

 
POSTLUDE     “Toccata in e minor”- Johann Pachelbel                                 Cathy Fafrak, Organist 

  
 “More than Church on Sunday” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++    
 
Music in this bulletin reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved. 

  “On the Day When Christ Was Baptized” used with permission of Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
 
 

 



 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 

Meet our New Members 
February 14, 2021 

 

Jay & Lisa Bowen Hannah & Grace                  Christy & Jim Korkan 
                       Jimmy & Kaely 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Layla, Emma & Andy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Jason & Jeannie Davis  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Gwen & 
Jonny Vidas 

         Dylan & Adrienne 
 
 
 

Scott Michal  
Barbara Michal (already a member) 



 
 

Lori Ciulla & Dave Glover 
Both Dave Glover and Lori Ciulla have lovingly called 
Medina “home” for 40+ years having raised both of their 
families here. As a past member of the Medina UCC, 
Dave and his late wife Deby were active in the church 
along with their daughter Jennifer (45) and son Jason 
(34). Lori and her late husband Gary were members of 
the Medina United Methodist Church with their four 
children Lindsay (35), Nicholas (31), Vincent (27) and 
Jacob (27) and more recently at the Harvest 
Presbyterian Church where Lori served as Director of 

Music Ministries. The connection and friendship was established in the early 80’s 
between Dave & Deb and Gary & Lori as Gary was the Director of Bands and the 
Glovers became Band Parents/Beekeepers – Lori and Deb loved each other as 
friends as did Dave and Gary. That being shared, God has a way of placing people 
into our lives through this journey (Jeremiah 29:11). Dave and Lori are excited to 
join the church together and will be married in the near future. Dave is retired after 
working at Babcock & Wilcox as a Computer Engineer/Systems Analyst and Lori is a 
retired Music Educator having served as Director of Bands at Copley-Fairlawn City 
Schools. Dave enjoys golf, his motorcycle, woodworking, and the beach/ocean.  
Along with a passion for music/music ministries Lori loves gardening, the 
beach/ocean and being a Grandma.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben & Alicia Davies 
Ben & Alicia moved to Medina about 5 years ago and 
they love it!  They have 2 children, Brielle (8 yrs.) & 
Gianna (7 yrs.). They are an active family and love to 
be out and about.  They took their time finding the 
right church for themselvs and have grown to love 
UCC Medina!  They have 2 cats, Monster & Pete and 2 
guinea pigs, Cherries and Coral.  They plan to be 
involved and teach their kiddos about faith alongside 
UCC! 
 
 
 



 
Lydia Grandinetti 
Hi I’m Lydia (Rundle) Grandinetti, I’m from 
Medina but currently live in Wadsworth 
with my husband Louis and daughter 
Lilliana (7 months). I grew up coming to 
UCC with my family for many years and 
now that I have a started a family of my 
own, I am looking forward to coming back 
and building a new foundation of faith. I 
currently work at Medina Hospital in the 
OR as a Certified Surgical Technologist. I 

enjoy going to Siesta Key beach every summer along with working out and house 
projects. 
 

Hannah & Tom Magrum 
Tommy and Hannah grew up in Medina county, (Tommy 
in Lodi, Hannah in Westfield Center.) They have three 
kids, Odin the oldest at 9, Corbin 7, and Adeline 4.  
Hannah grew up attending and being very active in a 
Missouri Synod Lutheran Church, Tommy’s family did 
not have a church home and he explored different 
religions and churches as an adult in the Air Force 
traveling the world. Hannah is a Financial Advisor with 
Thrivent, a faith based financial firm, aside from general 
financial planning she specializes in special-needs 
planning as a Chartered Special Needs Consultant.  After 
serving his time in the Air Force as a firefighter, Tommy 
finished his degree but felt the call to not be confined by 
a traditional office job and instead got his CDL and drives 
a semi delivering plants for a large greenhouse all over 
the country.  They have 3 furry family members, Leo a 
chocolate Newfoundland who is a slim 140lb lap dog (trained as a therapy dog,) Toby a 
rescue that looks like Toto from The Wizard of Oz and Octavius (Gus) a Siberian almost 1 
year old Cat that is more dog than Toby.  While COVID has restricted travel in traditional 
ways, Tommy has traveled extensively being in multiple states weekly ensuring your local 
stores have all the plants you need as many of us have become hobby gardening 
enthusiasts during COVID.  Hannah is passionate as a disability advocate working to 
ensure equal access and inclusion at every level possible, she also enjoys art, as her minor 
was in studio art, and she has become a Hobby Gardener herself albeit Tommy would tell 
you she still needs to plant plants that are difficult to kill to find success.  Tommy loves 
Legos, (he built a dedicated room in our house to store our extensive collection and is 
working on collecting the Star Wars sets). He also is an avid Brown’s fan and listens to 
more audio books while on the road then any of us could possibly read in a year.  Thank 
you so much for welcoming us into your church home.   



 
Jeff & Melissa Miller 
Hello, we are Jeff and Melissa Miller.  We have three 
beautiful girls, Olivia, Addisyn and Kaelyn.  Jeff is from 
Mansfield and Melissa is from Hubbard and we met in 
Columbus where we lived until we moved to Medina in 
2010.  We fell in love with the town.  In 2015 we turned 
the oldest building in Medina into a family and 
community focused New York Style Pizzeria 
(Courthouse Pizzeria).  Our hopes were to build family 
time and community realtionships.  We recently added 
to our family with our yellow lab, Ginger.  We love 
spending time together as a family on a boat and enjoy 
camping and the beach.  Exploring is also a fun activity 
we enjoy.  We are excited to start our church family 
jouney with all of you. 
 

 
Brad & Colleen Rice 

Brad and Colleen live in Lodi. They have been married 
for 22 years and have two children and have hosted 
multiple foreign exchange students. Brad enjoys 
painting, drawing, reading, and technology. Colleen 
directs a local nonprofit, Leadership Medina County, and 
enjoys singing as a soloist. 
 
 
 

 
Barbara & Joseph Tereshko 
After 40 years in Broadview Heights raising our 
blended family of Joe’s 2, Barb’s 1, and eventually 
our 1 daughter together, we downsized to a cluster 
home in Medina.  Before moving we occasionally 
attended services at Medina United Church of Christ 
when our youngest grandchildren, Nora and Bobby 
Nolan were participating in the services.  We 
immediately felt at home in your beautiful historic 
church and we were always warmly welcomed by 
everyone.  Even though Barb is a lifetime member of 
the United Methodist Church and Joe for many years, 

there was no question where we would worship after we relocated.  We initially visited 
to be with our family but returned and will stay because of your friendly church 
members and Pastor Luke’s sincere commitment to his ministry. 



 

THE PILGRIM MESSENGER 
FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
February 21, 2021 thru February 28, 2021 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun     1st SUNDAY IN LENT 
 10:00 am  Online worship only  
 

Mon     
 
 

Tues    
 
 

Wed    7:00 pm   Lenten Journaling Series 
    Weekly Zoom Call 
 

Thurs 7:00 pm Congregational Council 
               

Fri  
 

Sat        
 

Sun               2nd SUNDAY IN LENT 
 10:00 am  Online worship only  
  
 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING 

Sunday, March 14th 
One Great Hour of Sharing is the Lenten 
Offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports disaster, refugee, and development 
activities.  Our gifts become part of a loving 
legacy in ways we can’t foresee.  Our gifts 
become blessings to people we don’t know and 
blesses in ways we can’t expect.  We can make 
a difference beyond what we can imagine.  
Donations also accepted through the on-line 
giving option on our website. March 14th give 
with thanks and joy! 

 
 
 

 
 
Worship Highlights: 10:00 am Live Stream 
Only 
 

Scripture: Mark 1:9-15 
 

Sermon: “Baptism Is New Again”  
- Rev. Luke Lindon 

 
Altar Flowers: The flowers are given by Syd & 
Pete Benson in celebration of their 56th 
anniversary. 
 
 
 
 

UPPER ROOMS AVAILABLE 
New Upper Room daily devotionals for 
March/April are in!   Pick up a regular or large 
print format on the table in the Welcome Area.   

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GIVE 
TO THE ENDOWMENT FUND 

As we know, dear Christians went before us to 
establish this Church on the Square and we 
continue to honor their efforts. 
Part of the celebration includes an opportunity for 
you to honor your dear one who guided your foot 
on the path to Christ. Memorial and Honorarium 
gifts will help the Endowment Fund grow to new 
levels. Please make your donation with checks 
made payable to UCC-Congregational and put 
“Endowment Fund” on the memo line. Know that 
our gift today will seed faith ministries for the 
future.  
We always welcome Endowment Gifts, but this 
is Endowment Month, so we highlight giving to 
the future of the church.  Thank you to those who 
have already given to the Endowment Fund! 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 



 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
Living the life of your dreams starts with a solid 
financial plan. Join our virtual Financial Peace 
University class and learn to dump debt and build 
wealth. You won’t even have to leave home. 
Visit fpu.com/1127951 to sign up for our class 
and start your 14-day free trial of Financial 
Peace. Class continues Thursday, February 25, 
2021. 
 

FIDGET BLANKETS 
Circle of Caring Fidget Blanket of Love Ministry 
(FBOLM) will continue to collect items for Fidget 
Blankets during February.  What is a Fidget 
Blanket comprised of?  View the display on 
Facebook or at church.  “Bauble” ITEMS NEED 
TO BE SAFE TO HANDLE WITH NO SHARP 
POINTS OR EDGES.  LIGHTWEIGHT. 
NONTOXIC.  UNBREAKABLE = NO GLASS.  
Small size: Maximum 8” x 3”.  
Minimum dimensions: 1” x 1”. 
All fabrics, trimmings, sewing notions, 
etc.…anything and everything accepted. Drop off 
donations in the bins under the stairs during office 
hours Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
Interested in a Fidget Blanket for a loved one?  
Please call the church office at 330-725-4559 and 
leave a message for Karen Brocco-Kish, 
Visitation Pastor. 
 

EASTER BAG PROJECT 
Our annual Easter Bag outreach for the children 
of incarcerated parents is fast approaching.  Last 
year we provided 40 children with Easter Bags 
and are looking forward to another great year!  
We are now signing up volunteers to help this 
project be another success.  We will need callers 
to do a few short phone calls to the family to verify 
details, drivers to deliver the bags, and of course 
volunteers to decorate and fill the bags with 
goodies.  The very first thing we will need are 
callers to start contacting families the week of 
March 1st.  Please contact Ryan Collins via call or 
text at 330-321-7028 or via email at 
rpcollins@gmail.com to sign up.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you requested offering envelopes, they are now 
available on the table in the New Library. If you 
have not yet turned in a pledge card, please 
consider doing so as soon as possible. Thank 
you!  
 

WEEKLY LENTEN 
JOURNALING SERIES 

Wednesdays @ 7pm - 2/24 – 3/31 
 

We have partnered with a new local Medina 
business called My Sunday. My Sunday was 
founded during the pandemic out of one woman’s 
desire to find peace and draw closer to God. 
When I read on their website that “the most 
important prompt of the whole week is the one 
called ‘This week I will try and live the message 
by’ for church does not just start and end on 
Sunday alone.” This line reminds me of our 
visioning song, “More than church on Sunday.” 
We’ll have a Zoom call each Wednesday 
during Lent where we will read the upcoming 
scripture. We’ll reflect together in community on 
the scripture. On Sunday, we’ll receive the 
sermon. Then we’ll respond as a community by 
putting our faith into action in some way. The 
journals will help us in this process. 
Still need a journal?  They are in the New 
Library at church for everyone to pick up. We 
have 100 of these on order and it will be given 
first come, first serve. 
We hope they will aid you and be an additional 
tool to provide a solitary place for you to pray and 
to find the Beloved Community of God within and 
among us all this Lenten Season.  
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!  Or go to our 
website under Upcoming Events and register 
through the link there.  You may also call the 
church office for help registering.  You must be 
registered to receive the zoom link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

February 21, 2021 
First Sunday in Lent 

Psalm 25:1-10 
God’s Loving Paths 

 
Teach me your paths, O Lord, the Psalmist cries. 
 
Teach me your paths! These are powerful words as we take our first steps into the 
season of Lent.  
 
As we enter Lent, we are invited into humility. We remember that no matter who we 
are or where we are on life’s journey, we still have things to learn.  We approach Lent as 
students of Christ’s way.  When we agree to be a student, we agree to be transformed.  
We agree to come out of the period of teaching different than the way we went in, 
aware that everything new that we learn will change us.  
 
As we enter Lent, we look to Christ, who each year has something new to teach us.   
No matter how often we have taken this journey, the Lenten path is waiting for us, and 
ready to teach us.  
 
The psalm, with its plural “paths” rather than singular “path” reminds us that there is 
more than one way to embark on the Lenten journey.   If you have always approached 
Lent the same way (by giving up something in particular, or by taking on something in 
particular, or even by doing nothing unusual at all) try a different path this year.  Follow 
the Holy One in another way and allow yourself to be transformed.  
 
As we enter Lent, we remember that we are never alone. We are always accompanied 
by The Teacher, who wants for us the renewing and transformation of our minds, 
hearts, and souls. So, be open to Christ’s teaching, be ready to follow a new path if one 
appears before you.  
 
A prayer to carry with you into Lent: 
Teach us in your paths, O Lord! Guide us as we walk and instruct us as we journey. As new 
paths open before us, help us to follow them with curiosity and joy. Remind us that no 
matter the path you guide us on, you always desire to lead us in the way of new life. In your 
name we pray, Amen.  
 
 
 


