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Bicentennial Tidbits
This is a collection of interesting facts gleaned from a 2017-2018 
project to review the archives of the Church in preparation for our 
200th Anniversary celebration during 2019.  As a part of the 
celebration, historical snippets called “Bicentennial Tidbits” were 
included in the weekly bulletins through Founders Day in February 
2020.  This book is a collection of these weekly snippets.

We have tried to focus on people more than physical buildings;  also 
we were looking to tease out a little humor from the dusty records.  
Some photos and images are more representative of the times 
rather than something specific to the Medina Church.

Please understand that photographic images for our very early 
history and people are naturally quite limited, as the camera did not 
come into general use until the Civil War.

At the end of this book is a list of the senior pastors who have served 
our congregation, along with two historical narratives:  the first was 
written in 1909 by Sarah Eddy for the 90th Anniversary and the 
second was a update (through 1995) by Betty Zarney.

Pete Metzloff
December 2019
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Historical Marker Dedication
June 11, 2019
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Some remarks from the Dedication of our Historical Marker about the Bicentennial Year

What a great year this has been for our church family!  We started out to simply try to remember our past and with 
one of Pastor Luke’s clever word twists, came up with the slogan of “Remember the Future.”  By seeking to uncover 
the human side of our early founders and pioneers, we kept on finding amazing stories of individuals and things that 
happened not just in 1819, but throughout the whole 200 years.  For most of us, there has been a shift of gears –
instead of just remembering, we seek to honor the past.  In so doing we are also inspired to do great things for the 
future.  

[During the dedication] …we have just read off the half dozen names that made it on to the plaque.  But there is a 
longer long list of people (some of whose names are no longer even known) that nevertheless deserve to be 
remembered:

• That along with our Episcopal friends, there were all those who built a log cabin in just one morning, so that 
worship services could be held by 4 pm.  Talk about marshalling resources… That the same log meeting house 
served as the first public school and that later in the “new” brick church on the Square, our Union Sabbath School of 
Medina was the town’s first library.

• Then there were Giles Barnes and Eliza Northrup, two of the original seven founders, who were married in the first 
wedding of Medina County.  Since Congregationalists frown on any use of “ardent spirits,” they had to use the 
Episcopal minister because of the 72 quarts of whisky that were also part of the ceremony.   Mr. Barnes explained 
that this was done in order to make the wedding “memorable,” which we are sure it was.

• That we dismissed 22 members to start a new congregation in York and also sent them on their way with a cow, 
there being no cash money in the frontier.
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• That in 1835, the owner of the general store, Sherman Bronson, was commissioned to buy a bell when he traveled 
by wagon back east to purchase his fall stock of goods.  Bringing an 800-pound bell from New York on a horse drawn 
wagon over the Alleghenies must have been quite a trip.  In fact, it did him in and he died right after completing his 
musical mission, so that the first use of our bell, before it even was raised into the bell tower, was at his funeral.

• That by about 1909, the church’s 700 members represented fully 25% of the village population.  Perhaps that is why 
the Trustees felt confident in excommunicating the owner of the only saloon in town, even though he was not even 
a member.  This is quite likely the only incident of excommunication in the entire history of the Congregational 
denomination.

• That our Superintendent of Sunday School, Sidney Fenn, as the administrator of the Medina school system would 
feel comfortable in having a portrait of Jesus in the hallway of the Garfield School.

… and the list could go on and on …

These ancestors are not as famous as that original puritan, John Winthrop, who famously stated that the purpose in 
coming to America in 1630 was:  “We shall be as a city upon a hill; for the eyes of all people are upon us.”  But we can 
remember, honor and be inspired by those hearty descendants from Connecticut who settled here in the wild frontier 
of Medina, Ohio. 

Lets close with a line from Eleanor Roosevelt, someone who was pretty good with words.  She once said:

They are not dead who live in the lives they leave behind.  In those they have blessed, they live a life again.    

So, thru these ancestors of the United Church of Christ, Congregational, we have all surely been blessed.  5



2018 marked the beginning of our Bicentennial 
Celebration year, leading up to a celebration of 
the 200th Anniversary of the Church on February 
18, 2019.  A number of other celebration events 
occurred during the 2019 anniversary year.

To start things off, the Congregationalists 
worshiped in the log cabin sketched here for a 
couple of years earlier that the formal 2019 
formation of our church, sharing the facility 
(which was built in just one day on April 10, 
1817) with the Episcopalians who founded St. 
Paul’s.  
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Here is what a real log cabin of the time would 
have looked like.  The first church or “community 
building” was built in eight hours by 25 men and 
boys and two teams of horses.  It was also used as 
a school.  The Medina village population was only 
118 persons.  The actual cabin in this photograph 
was built in 1818 in Wadsworth and was used as a 
Methodist meeting house.  

A second, larger log cabin was used jointly by the 
Congregationalists and the Episcopalians, who 
alternated services.  The same people usually 
attended both services.   This second cabin was 
used until destroyed by fire.  Then, still in the 
Weymouth/Bagdad area, a third building described 
as “Deacon Northrup’s meeting house” was used 
from 1825-27.  

Worship then alternated between Medina and 
Bagdad until 1831, when Medina became the 
prominent town for the county.
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120th Anniversary
Our friends at St. Paul’s have shared with us some 
photos from a 1937 celebration of the 120th

anniversary of the joint original log cabin church, 
including a map with an arrow marking the exact 
location in Bagdad.  Note that a well preserved Rev. 
Roger Searle arrived for his share of the ceremony on 
horseback.  The event was even carried by a live radio 
broadcast on WGAR.
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This early map demonstrates 
that the borders of each of 
the colonies extended west 
to the Mississippi river.  
Settlers were physically 
limited by the Allegheny 
Mountains, and politically 
restricted from entering the 
“Indian Lands.”  It was not 
until 1800 that Connecticut 
formally ceded political 
sovereignty to the 1787 
Northwest Ordinance.  
Furthermore, clear title to 
lands west of the Cuyahoga 
River only occurred in an 
1805 treaty with the Indians.  
The next year, Moses 
Cleaveland was sent by the 
Connecticut Land Company 
to conduct a survey of “New 
Connecticut,” the extreme 
western portion of which was 
called the Firelands or the 
“Sufferers Lands.”
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The Western 
Reserve
Medina County was just a part of 
Portage County from 1812 until 
1818.  The current boundaries were 
not fixed until 1833.  Like the other 
original 13 colonies who gave up 
their rights to western land claims in 
return for the assumption of 
Revolutionary War debt by the new 
Federal government, Connecticut 
“retained” .5 million (15%) of its 3.4 
million acres.  This was intended to 
be land for veterans and families 
whose farms were destroyed by 
British raiders, hence the name “Fire 
Lands.”  Most of the reserved land 
was later sold to a group of 
investors.  The $1,200,000 proceeds 
became an endowment fund that 
even today helps to fund public 
schools in Connecticut.
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This is a famous sketch of some 
early pioneers setting forth into 
the western wilderness, often 
through Marietta, Ohio northward.  
The first Congregational Church 
there was organized in 1788 by 
Rufus Putnam, who was a general 
during the Revolution.
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Medina   Febr 18, 1819

“Agreeably to previous appointment a number of 
persons met at the house of Isaac Barnes for the 
purpose of making arrangements preparatory to 
their being organized into a Congregational 
Church.   …”

These seven met near Weymouth.  They were all from 
Litchfield county, Connecticut.

* Giles Barnes and Eliza Northrup were married on 
March 20, 1818, this being the first marriage in the 
Township.  

Nira B. Northrup – As a deacon, he refused to pass the 
fermented wine then being used in communion, 
prompting a rule change to juice; he was also 
instrumental in getting the Rev. John Shipherd of Elyria 
released by the Presbytery* to found the school that 
became Oberlin College.  

Joseph Northrup
Charity Northrup
Isaac Barnes
Martha Barnes
Nira B. Northrup
Giles Barnes *
John R. Barnes

Founding of the Medina Church

(* Until 1845, Congregationalists and Presbyterians were 
in a form of Union.) 12



Congregationalists and Presbyterians had a common origin in 
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion (1559).  Under the 
Plan of 1801 developed by Jonathan Edwards, the 
denominations were united for missionary purposes on the 
frontier, such as at Medina.  This Plan lasted for about 25 years, 
during which the Presbyterians obtained some 2,000 churches 
in the Middle-West which had been founded by the 
Congregational missionaries. [Source:  Saga of a Village Church]

John Calvin

Jonathan Edwards

“It is strictly enjoined on all their missionaries to the new settlements, to 
endeavor, by all proper means, to promote mutual forbearance and 
accommodation, between those inhabitants of the new settlements who 
hold to Presbyterian and those who hold the Congregational form of 
church government.”                              (Source:  1st article, the 1801 Plan of Union)

Our 1819 organizational “Articles” were approved by the Presbytery, apparently after three years of deliberation: 

Congregationalists and Presbyterians
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Elijah Boardman
Elijah Boardman was a wealthy merchant living in New Milford, 
Connecticut.  As an investor in the Connecticut Land Company, 
he received by the drawing of lots two of the townships of the 
Connecticut Western Reserve, one of which was Medina.  He 
served in the Connecticut House of Representatives and later in 
the Senate of the United States.  Although we believe he never 
actually visited Medina, his heirs settled in Boardman, Ohio.

This plaque is “hidden in 
plain sight” about 200 
feet from where you are 
sitting right now.  Do you 
know where it is?
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The First Wedding in Medina
Giles Barnes, one of the seven founders of our congregation, 
was married to Eliza Northrup in March 1818, with General 
Duthan Northrup (the brother of another founder Nira B. 
Northrup) serving as the master of ceremonies.  Rev. Roger Searl 
(the Episcopal rector who presided in the first worship service in 
1817 in the “just in time” constructed log cabin) officiated.  The 
wedding was reported to have been attended by every one in 
the township, “… except for one old lady who could not come.”  
The wedding couple was detained until three o’clock in the 
morning, entertained by a torch light procession.

Festivities included the consumption of six twelve-quart pails of 
whisky.  “Young Northrop’s mother remonstrated with him for 
putting so much whisky into the sling, but he reported that it 
was the first wedding in the township, that there never would be 
another like it, that he wanted all to remember it, and that it 
would be talked about for fifty years hence.”    [Source: History 
of Medina County]

(Photo is a re-enactment.)

Rev. Roger Searl
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A problem with infidels…
From the 1909 History by Rev. Kirbye, page 14:
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A land grant was how we 
got a full-time pastor …
Up to 1827 church membership was 16 people.  
Previously, Lott B. Sullivan had served as the first 
permanent pastor but he was only half time and 
served for just one year.  He also served a church in 
Wellington.   These “Missionary Pastors” served 
briefly, usually alternating with other new 
Congregational churches.  

By 1832, under Rev. Barnes, membership was up to 
80.  He was also instrumental in arranging for 
wealthy merchants in Connecticut to buy Ohio farm 
products for ready cash, “a commodity which was 
not very plentiful in those pioneer days.”

Years later, his widow left the Church money in her 
will to pay for a parsonage.
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Pastor turnover …
Between 1819 and 1866 we had 13 pastors; the 
average tenure was only about two years.  Most were 
young, seeking the experience of a first flock on the 
frontier.  But Medina was considered so primitive, most 
went back to Connecticut.

The exception was William Hanford, who conducted 
the first Congregational service in that first log cabin.  
He also approved the 1819 covenant of the founding 
seven individuals.  He was actually a missionary 
employed by the Connecticut Missionary Society, 
starting in 1813.  He really got around, founding several 
other area Congregational Churches.  He served as the 
founding pastor in Hudson, Ohio from 1815 until 1831. 

Spoiler alert: He had a very famous parishioner 
there. 

[Picture is of a typical pastor from the era.  Source: PCUSA]18



Our link to the start of 
the Civil War …
William Hanford’s Hudson Church was where 
John Brown eventually came out for abolition 
in 1837, saying at the end of a particularly 
rousing meeting that he promised before 
Almighty God to devote the rest of his life to 
the abolition of slavery.  After being captured 
by U.S. Army Colonel Robert E. Lee after his 
1859 abortive raid at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, 
John Brown was one of only three people ever 
convicted and then actually executed for 
treason against the United States of America.   
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The Old Brick Church
The “Old Brick Church” was in use from 1835 (i.e., when the 
basement was dug) until 1880, when it was demolished for 
our present building.  The cornerstone was laid in July 1833.  
Vandals stole it the first night and the Church’s “ancient 
documents” were never recovered.  That winter, only the 
outer walls (without a supporting roof or timbers) existed until 
they were destroyed by a cyclone!  The full building was not 
ready for use until 1837 because the supporting timbers were 
derived from a local water-powered sawmill that could only be 
run during periods of high water. 

The construction cost of $6,600 was way over budget.  Three 
members (Nathan and Daniel Nettleton, and N. B. Northrup) 
personally borrowed $1,200 to complete the construction.

In 1835, Rev. Samuel Lee was called at an annual salary of 
$350, but $100 of this was paid by the Home Missionary 
Society, as Medina was still considered a frontier missionary 
project.  He started the idea of having revivals in Medina to 
add membership.

The “Old Brick Church” was arranged 
with the pulpit in the south end between 
two front entrance doors, an 
arrangement which forced late comers 
to face the entire congregation.   

(Source:  Highlights of Medina)
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Slip Pews
If you are used to sitting in the same place every 
Sunday, you may just be following the long 
Congregational tradition of box or slip pews…

(This photo of typical “box pews” is from another church.)

Recollections of the Old Brick Church from Mrs. Geraldine Taylor for 
the 1909 book “History of the First Congregational Church of Medina” 
by J. Edward Kirbye.
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Theft of “ancient documents”

A “recent” break in what is surely Medina’s oldest cold case files …

Our “ancient documents” were returned anonymously to us in an 
envelope dated in 1920.

“The corner stone was laid in July [1833] by Pastor 
Barnes.  Considerable ill feeling was provoked 
because some claimed that Masonic ceremonies were 
used.

The stone and its contents were stolen the next night.  
The stone was concealed in a brush heap about forty 
rods away and discovered the next day.  It was 
returned but not replaced and the contents were 
never found.”

(Source:  Sarah Eddy – remarks on the 90th

Anniversary)
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The Town Square
Here are two more early views of public square, including the Old Brick Church and how the existing court house 
looked originally.  The “first courthouse” from 1826 at left is now the pizza restaurant.  The “New Courthouse” was 
built in 1841 and is structurally still contained within the current “Victorian” version of the courthouse.

Ohio was a center of great migration.  In 1800 the entire population of Ohio was only 45,365.  Twenty years later, it was 
581,295 an increase of thirteen times, increasing the population rank of Ohio amongst all the states from 18th to 5th.

23



The New
Courthouse
Another view of the New Court 
House showing the Victorian wrap-
around renovation to the original 
1841 building.

Note also the odd shed in front of 
the Church.  There were a number 
of other horse sheds in the grassy 
area where the Manse was.
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We buy some land…
These are the 1833 minutes of the First 
Congregational Society *:

“… the Committee … had 
purchased Lot No. 81 of David 
Barnhard, for $445.63…”  

David Barnhart had just built a house on 
lot #81, but he was willing to sell if 
permitted to remove the building and so 
long as he was paid $50 up front in cash.  
Nathan Nettleton took a $50 bill from his 
pocket and the bargain was struck.  Rev. 
Barnes agreed to provide glass and nails.…“Can we find means to build a house for God when the little 

log cabins which shelter our families are so destitute of the 
comforts we were accustomed to in our Eastern Homes?  … David 
King offered a lot for a site on East Washington Street for $50.  
How much will you give towards building a meeting house on 
this site? …

Nathan Nettleton and Reuben Stickney decidedly said:  
“NOTHING” and urged that the first meeting house of the village 
should face the public square.”

(Source:  Sarah Eddy – remarks on the 90th Anniversary)

* The Society was a separate, 
parallel organization that looked 
after business interests until 
disbanded in 1911.  It was an 
organizational structure similar to a 
Board of Trustees.
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A drop in Church 
Membership…
In 1833, twenty-two members were “dismissed” to form 
a new Congregational Church in York.  A cow was also 
contributed.  Cash money hardly existed on the frontier.

Similar dismissals occurred to start new Congregational 
Churches in Lafayette and Weymouth.
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The Present Church, erected 1882…
Our present sanctuary was dedicated in May 1882, debt-free at a cost of $14,000. 
We used the Phoenix Building for a while after the Old Brick Church was 
demolished, until our present structure was finished.  Construction started in 1880 
when $9,000 in pledges for a new building were made.  The Ladies’ Benevolent Aid 
Society provided the interior furnishings and the pipe organ.
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FIRE !

There were three major fires in Medina – in 1848, 1870 and 1877.

The Bank vault 
survives !
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Why there is one wooden building left on the Square?
This small frame house was the only one to survive the three fires.  It was also the enlistment depo used during the civil war.

Source of the above:  History of the First Congregational Church, by J. Edward Kirbye
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A lack of appreciation for 
musical innovation…
Perhaps enough time has now elapsed that we can 
safely share this exchange of correspondence, where 
at least one member of the congregation was not 
impressed with the musical innovations of the Choir 
Director.

And a special “annual meeting” tidbit…

From the 1881 Manual of the First Congregational Church of 
Medina, Ohio Standing Rule VII:   It shall be the duty of all 
members to remain in church meetings, unless excused by 
the moderator.
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History of our Church Bell
It was in 1835 that there was great interest in having a bell for the new Church building.  
Accordingly, funds were raised and a village merchant named Sherman Bronson was asked to 
buy one during his annual trip to New York to buy his stock of merchandise for the next year.  
He did so, but became ill and died shortly after his return in November of that year.  Although 
not yet raised up into the belfry, the first use of the 800 pound bell was to toll for his funeral.  

According to an 1898 article from the Gazette, for many years the bell was similarly used to 
announce the passing of anyone in the village, with the bell being rung enough times to tell 
the age of the dead person.  

Another church history adds that 
the iron hammer/clapper 
produced very discordant tones.

The 1835 bell was eventually sent 
back to the original manufacturer 
to be recast and is in fact, what 
still hangs in our belfry, thus 
being one of the very few things 
left from the Old Brick Church.

Source of the above:  History of the First Congregational Church, by J. Edward Kirbye
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Samuel Lee – revivalist!
We will now be looking at some of the early pastors of 
our Church.  First will be Rev. Samuel Lee (unfortunately, 
no photo for him has survived).  He was our sixth pastor, 
serving for three years.  He was paid $350/year, but $100 
of that came from the Connecticut Home Mission 
Society.

(Source: 75th Anniversary History of the First Congregational Church,
1894, by Rev. J. R. Nichols)
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Lott B. Sullivan
The Wellington Congregational Church was founded in 1824 by Rev. Lott Sullivan, our “first permanent pastor,” who was 
with us for only one year (1820), and even then was splitting his time between Medina and Wellington.  No photograph or 
portrait of Rev. Sullivan has survived.

The Wellington, Ohio congregational church shown in the left picture was the model for our 1882 building.  Our building 
was immediately described as being “too small at its completion to accommodate the growing membership.”
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Chauncy Pond, a “non-radical”…
Our 16th pastor, Rev. Chauncy Pond served four years; from 1866 to 
1870.  He was the son and grandson of church members.  After the 
turmoil of the Civil War, our old building was becoming too small for 
the growth that occurred under his leadership.

(Source: 75th Anniversary History of the First Congregational Church,
1894, by Rev. J. R. Nichols)
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Charles Ryder
Charles Ryder was our 19th pastor; he served for five years from 
1880 to 1885.  His boyhood was passed in Oberlin during the 
thrilling events of the anti-slavery movement, of which Oberlin 
was the national center.  He graduated from the Oberlin 
Theological Seminary in 1880.

Rev. Ryder became pastor during the building 
process to replace the old Brick Church.  His 
salary was $1,500 plus the use of a home on E. 
Washington Street purchased as a parsonage.  
Sabbath school was available for all ages and 
well attended.  The Women’s Missionary Society 
and the Young Peoples Society of Christian 
Endeavor all played active roles.  Dr. Ryder left 
here in 1885 to be Secretary of the American 
Missionary Society.  The mission hospital of 
Puerto Rico is named in his memory.

(Source:  Betty Zarney’s 2015 History)
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William Ament
Our 20th pastor, Rev. William Ament, served for 
three years, from 1885 to 1888.  In his April 1887 
report, Church membership had increased by 49 
new members, up to a total of 315.  He managed to 
visit each member, on average, at least twice during 
the year.  He returned to his China missionary work.
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Mary Ament
For many years in the late 1800’s, we sponsored Mary 
Ament as our missionary in China.  She was the wife of 
Dr. William Ament, who served briefly as our minister, 
before returning with his wife to the missionary field in 
China.
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Simeon Woodruff
Our fifth pastor, Rev. Simeon Woodruff, 
served during 1835, having previously 
founded the Tallmadge Congregational 
Church.  Their building still stands as a 
landmark in what is now a busy traffic 
circle and is still used occasionally for 
special worship services.
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John Nichols
John Nichols was our 22th pastor; he served for 
six years, from 1891 to 1897.  He grew up in 
upstate New York and attended Oberlin.  He 
was then involved with what today would be 
called refugee work for the Bohemian (Czech) 
community in Cleveland before accepting a call 
to serve as our pastor.

He is largely remembered today as the author 
of the first published history (29 pages!) of the 
First Congregational Church of Medina Ohio on 
the occasion of our 75th anniversary.
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Jesse Hill
Rev. Hill was our 24th pastor; he served 
eight years, from 1899 to 1907.  

In 1906, more space was 
needed and the East Room 
addition was added.  It 
gave four more classrooms, 
a larger kitchen and 
dining hall that would 
seat up to 200, and the East 
Room parlor, with three 
small classrooms at the 
east end.  There was also a 
room at the north end of 
the parlor for a minister’s 
study.  The former south 
parlor was permanently 
turned into sanctuary 
space by adding more pews.

(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 
Church History)
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Edward Kirbye
Our 25th pastor, Rev. Edward Kirbye, 
served three years, from 1908 to 1911.  
He authored a 122 page history of the 
Church for its 90th Anniversary, which has 
been scanned and is now available on the 
website [About Us > Our History].  

Sunday Bulletins during his pastorate had 
the welcome to visitors shown below.

Rev. Kirbye was instrumental in working with 
Protestant Hungarians living in Medina.  He invited 
them to hold their services in our sanctuary on 
Sunday afternoons with a minister of their choosing, 
who would conduct the service in Hungarian.  Under 
his leadership, additional land north of the 
Sanctuary was purchased.  The present CE building 
was built on this land in the 1950’s.  

(Source:  Betty Zarney’s 2015 History)
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Samuel 
Fritsch
H. Samuel Fritsch was our 
26th pastor; serving for 
seven years, from 1911-
1918.  He published a 
sermon entitled “Christ and 
Evolution” in response to 
the Darwinian controversy 
of the time.  

Under his pastorate, our 
Constitution was 
modernized to eliminate 
what to us today would 
seem to be rather odd 
language, as we will see in 
the next page.
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Standing Rules
Some of the other “quaint and antique” Standing Rules of the 
“Congregational Society” that survived until 1910 …

II.   Candidates for admission to this church on examination shall … be 
propounded one week…

V. Every member shall be considered as pledged to abstain from the 
use of ardent spirits…

XI. It shall be the duty of the Standing Committee in the absence of 
the pastor … to inquire into the truth of such slanderous reports 
as may be circulated against any members…[and]… to observe 
who are negligent in attendance upon public worship… 

XII. Any member of this church … not giving evidence of piety, may 
have his or her name dropped from the roll … at the request of 
the Standing Committee, by vote of the church.

XIII. Seven members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business.(Source: 75th Anniversary History of the First Congregational Church,

1894, by Rev. J. R. Nichols)
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We had our own split in 1851 over abolitionism 
and slavery.  The splinter group was called the 
Free Church of Medina.

(Source: 75th Anniversary History of the First Congregational Church,
1894, by Rev. J. R. Nichols)

Abolition!!!
The Compromise of 1850 admitted California to the Union as a 
free state.  Slavery would be permitted in the territories of 
Utah and New Mexico.  Slave trading was prohibited in 
Washington DC and a tough new version of the Fugitive Slave 
Act created a political firestorm in the North, including Ohio 
and Medina. 
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H. G. Blake and the Underground Railroad

Source of the above article:
http://everythingmedinaohio.com/2010/02/18/for-black-history-month-master-
of-the-underground-railroad/

H. G. Blake served as Trustee and Treasurer of 
the Medina First Congregational Church’s 
“Society” for a number of years, as shown by 
the 1853 minute book above. 
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Our Civil War Veterans & H. G. Blake

H. G. Blake was elected to the Ohio House of Representatives for 1846-7 and was 
President of the Ohio Senate in 1848.  He then served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1859 to 1863, where he initially attended sessions armed with a 
pistol for self-defense, due to his reputation as an abolitionist.  He joined the Union 
Army to command the 166th Ohio Infantry in May 1864.  Although the regiment only 
existed for 100 days, it saw service in the defense of Washington D.C., helping to 
repulse an attack by Confederate Jubal Early’s army in July 1864 at Ft. Stevens.  In later 
years, he founded the Old Phoenix Bank and was instrumental in getting railroad 
service to come to Medina.
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The Legacy of H. G. Blake
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Our present organ dates from 1909, replacing an 
earlier one which was originally pumped by hand, of 
course.  As early as 1896, electricity generated by a 
wind mill was run from A.I. Root’s factory to operate 
the blower.  The $3,000 paid for the new organ is the 
equivalent of about $80,000 today.

A small room was added to the northwest corner 
of the Church to house the pipe organ.  The Ladies 
benevolent Society bought it and most of the pipes 
are still in use.

(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 History)

The Organ
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Our organ has 2,111 functional pipes in 39 ranks, 
with 34 stops.  About half of these are at least 100 
years old.  

There was a major rebuild of our organ from 1992 
through 1994 by a Mr. Carl W. Emerson of Ohio City, 
a craftsman who specialized in early organ 
restorations.  The project cost over $130,000 and 
was coordinated by Betty Lynham.  Over 1,000 
wooden and metal pipes were distributed to church 
members, who took them home to clean them using 
Murphy’s Oil Soap.

Emerson also designed the “new” oak pipe cases 
that showcase the few large visible elements of the 
organ.  The scrollwork designs are based on 
elements from uncovered walls in the original 1882 
sanctuary.  Wherever possible, original or previous 
re-build pipes and reeds were used, but these 
represented only about 25% of the 1994 project.

There had been another rebuild in 1910’s, which had been less successful.  Dr. Stanbury Nichols, the town dentist and an 
active member of the congregation, would crawl into the pipe room and use his older dentist’s drill drive belts and even 
dental floss to make repairs.  Other major rebuilds occurred in 1930 and 1960.  The present console is from a 1960 rebuild.  
At the conclusion of the 1994 project, a Mr. Richard Heschke, professor of Organ at Concordia College in New York, 
performed a recital to put the rebuilt organ through its paces.

The Organ, cont.
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Sabbath School
The 1830 “Union Sabbath School of Medina” was non-
denominational, the precursor to a village Library.  A 
new constitution was adopted six years later, with a 
name changed to the Medina Congregational Sabbath 
School Society.

Participants had to memorize one bible verse weekly or 
something from the Shorter Catechism; a stated duty of 
all members was to attend school; average attendance 
for the Sabbath School was 482 in 1908.

“Believing that Sabbath Schools have 
a most important bearing in forming 
the character of youth, and having 
seen much good resulting from them, 
and looking to the Great Head of the 
Church for His blessing, we the 
undersigned …”
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Source: the Annual Report for 1950

A Sunday School “scrapbook” 
project, circa 1950’s.
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On Going To Church…

Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th president of the United States, 
believed in attending and participating in church.  In 1917, in an 
interview with Ladies Home Journal, he offered some reasons 
for going to church, which were reprinted in the 1939 UCCC 
membership directory.
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The Anti-Saloon League

For more info, see: https://prohibition.osu.edu/anti-saloon-league

An Anti-Saloon Committee was organized within our Church 
on October 25, 1884.  The following quote is from the 1909 
History by Rev. J. Edward Kirbye:
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More on Prohibition 
and the Anti-Saloon 
League
How to “properly” vote in the state-wide 
issue was included in the Church’s regular 
Sunday Bulletin just before Election Day in 
1914.

“The way of the ungodly shall perish.” is the small banner on the 
above “postage stamp” label, used on mail to indicate that a 
financial donation had been made. 

*

*
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Electricity
Electricity was added to our building in 1896, 
one year before the village.  But this was for 
the wind pipes of the organ, not for 
illumination.

In 1907, the kerosene lamps were 
taken down the for last time and 
new electric lights were installed.

(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 History)
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World War I
The 64 men listed below (out of a 1918 total 
church membership of 826) saw service during 
the Great War.  

This photo is of troops drilling on the Medina public square.
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The Great War

As had been the custom for many years, 
the Church’s annual meeting was held in 
early October rather than in January.  The 
October 7, 1918 annual meeting was held 
in the Church’s Dining Hall after a “picnic.”  
It was reported that 59 young men had 
been called into service so far.  By the end 
of the war, another five had been added, 
so roughly one in six of our male Church 
members were involved in the war, with 
three making the supreme sacrifice. 

By comparison, for our Church, there were 
only 16 veterans of the Civil War (of which 
three also were casualties) and later 78 
church members would be in World War 2 
(with one killed in action).  Notice in this 
photograph of the Sanctuary in 1918, the 
flags of the allies and a banner showing 
the service stars are prominent features of 
the worship space.  
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In early December 
1917, the Sunday 
School wrote 
letters to service 
men overseas.  This 
one from the 
Lowes (A.K.A. the 
“low room” family) 
is typical.
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Ladies Benevolent 
Society 
The Ladies Benevolent Society of the First 
Congregational Church was formed in 1846.  In 
addition to making ongoing financial 
contributions to mission activities (mostly to 
China), the Society also contributed many things 
to our own Church building.   One of their first 
activities was to sew a pall (a linen cloth to drape 
over a funeral casket). 
 
The Ladies paid to recast our original bell, which 
had cracked due to a homemade clapper (used to 
replace the original clapper stolen during a noisy 
revival).   The bell was used as a means of public 
communication whenever someone in the village 
passed away – see the Gazette article at left 
(from 1898) about what life in the village was like 
in 1843. 
 
The Society also furnished all of the interior of 
the 1882 “new” church by taking out a contract 
to weave 150 yards of rag carpet as a fundraiser. 
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More on the Ladies 
Benevolent Society of 
Medina…
This group also served as our local chapter of the 
American Home Missionary Society, a protestant 
organization founded in 1826 that did “local” 
mission work.   A few highlights from their 
Constitution and by-laws:

• A 6 cent fine will be levied for non-attendance 
at any weekly meeting.

• A 25 cent payment was required as annual 
dues, with these funds being used for debt 
reduction on our building.

• None but the wife of the pastor could offer any 
public prayer.

• No person is expected to provide but one kind 
of cake and no sweetmeats at any meeting of 
the Society. 

(Source:   History of the First Congregational Church of Medina, 1909, by Rev. J. Edward Kirbye)

60



Cookbooks
The Ladies’ Benevolent Society published a 
“Congregational Cookbook” in 1949.  It 
devotes 50 of its 104 pages to dessert 
items. 

The 1953 edition from the Women’s 
Fellowship has a helpful appendix on tips 
for cooking for groups of 50 persons or 
more, as well as special menus for those 
needing to gain weight.

These cookbooks, as well as a third edition 
from 1977, have been scanned and posted 
to the UCC website under Ministries > 
Women’s Fellowships.  All three of these 
cookbooks include the church member who 
contributed each recipe, as well as some 
interesting advertisements from merchants 
in the village.  Check them out!
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Annual Meetings
Here are two items from the archives:

• From the minutes of the Society (or “trustees”) of 1884 recording 
what appears to have been the shortest annual meeting in our 
history so far:  “After prior minutes and the report of the pastor 
were read, it was recorded that the report of the Treasurer was not 
given on account of the absence of Treasurer.  The Treasurer not 
having made his appearance, no report was made and the meeting 
adjourned.”

• From the 1909 report:  In accordance with an Order from the State 
Fire Marshal, asbestos fire-proofing boards have been added to 
create a room to surround the boiler.  The work was done by 
trustees contributing their own time, so that an estimated cost of 
$500 turned out to be only $50.  Also during the year, the bell tower 
was struck by lightening.  “And it is well that we were struck by 
lightning, perhaps, because in the general examination that 
followed, we discovered some important timbers that were rotting 
away.  These were replace.”  

This photo shows another early view of the sanctuary, with Pastor Ryder (1880-1885); perhaps waiting for the treasurer to show up.
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Membership
In 1909, the Medina Congregational Church had 700 
members, out of a community with a population of 
2800 or 25% - this was believed to be the largest 
congregational church percentage in the country.
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Standing Notices from 1912
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Christmas
Decorations
Another views of the sanctuary 
at Christmas.  This is after the 
major renovation in 1974, but 
before the organ rebuild in 
1993.
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Pledge Drives
The grid at left was a pledge drive status report from 1911 – when the 
page was completely filled with dots, the budget would be fully raised!  
In the 74 years since 1944, our budget was, in fact, oversubscribed 48 
times, and by an average of 11%.  These figures include the effect of 
bequests or special gifts, which show on the graph below as the blips 
for 1982 and 1996.
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The 1962 Budget
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Youth Groups
In 1884, a youth group was organized in our church – a chapter of the
Young People’s Society of the Christian Endeavor or YPSCE.

All members had to formally sign the constitution, which had these 
elements:  “The Object of the Society is to make its members more 
useful in the service of God.”

“All young persons who believe themselves to be Christians are 
automatically active members.  Those who are not decidedly 
Christian can still become associate members and shall have the 
special prayers and sympathy of the active members.”

“The Lookout Committee has the responsibility to bring in new 
members and to look after and reclaim any that seem indifferent to 
their duties.”

“All active members shall be present at every prayer meeting, unless 
detained by some absolute necessity.  Each active member shall take 
some part, however slight, in every meeting.  The meeting shall be 
held each Thursday for at least one hour.”
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Y.P.S.C.E.
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Scouting in 1944
The 1944 Annual Report on the Church’s Troop & Pack:

During WWII, Boy Scout troops, such 
as the FCC sponsored Troop 504 
(founded in 1927), were active in the 
war effort in several ways.  Collection 
of metal and newsprint for the war 
effort and the promotion of the sale of 
War Bonds were common activities.

Note that the Pastor was also serving 
as the Cubmaster.
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Scouting in 1950
Every four years, the Boy Scouts of America 
hold a Jamboree.  In 1950, Medina Troop 504, 
which was sponsored by our church, sent ten 
scouts to the National Jamboree in Valley 
Forge.  A total of 47,163 scouts attended.  By 
1955, the scouting activities we sponsored had 
expanded so that an explorer post with eight 
scouts was also part of the program.
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World War II
Elmer Zarney is shown here with the building and sign he 
designed as “headquarters” for war bond sales in Medina.  
Now located at the Hospital, it was originally placed on the 
square in an open space between the Court House and the 
Library.  This fund raising raised over $3 million dollars 
towards the war effort – so dramatic was this that the U.S. 
government featured Medina in a home-front film (still 
available on our web site) called “Hometown U.S.A.”   Lt. 
Zarney served with distinction in the Army Air Corp during 
the war, flying in over 88 missions.

(Photo is circa 1960’s when the building was 
restored and moved to the Hospital.) 72



World War II, cont.
During WWII, Medina high school students maintained a large white billboard at 
the southwest corner of the Square showing the names of our active servicemen.  
Not listed was our own Gene Febus, as he was growing up in Illinois at the time.  
He enlisted in the Navy at age 17, even before graduating from High School.  He 
served as a parachute rigger for Carrier Air Group 6 on the USS Handcock, an 
Essex class carrier, which narrowly survived a Kamikaze attack off Okinawa on 7 
Apr 1945.  Participating also in the earlier battle for Iwo Jima, the Handcock saw 
72 straight days of being at general quarters.  Gene was aboard one of the ships in 
Tokyo Bay for the signing of the Japanese surrender and was also in the first party 
to go ashore.  

Elmer
Zarney

Gene 
Febus
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Post-War Activities
Some highlights from the immediate post-war years:

• Through 1948, our denomination had it own “Marshal 
Plan” as described at left, to assist war victims and 
displaced persons.  Our Medina Church’s total for this 
emergency mission program was $3,157, an amount twice 
the per member amount being requested, and 
representing 30% on top of the regular budget.  

• There were 11 separate Ladies’ Benevolent Society groups 
functioning.

• Hope Wilder was instrumental in organizing “The Wedding 
Band,” an organization for young married couples to meet 
monthly for fellowship activities such as picnics, a square 
dance, bible study and guest lecturers. 

• A bible was presented to the jail for use of the prisoners.

• A committee was established to study and provide 
information on “Gifts and Endowments.”
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Ormund Schultz
Our 31st pastor was Ormund Schultz, who served for fifteen years; from 
1944 until 1957.  This was the longest tenure of any of our pastors, at 
least so far.  

It was during his pastorate that the Christian Education Building was 
added.  Planning and fund raising occurred some five years before the 
actual construction, which occurred from 1955 until 1957, such that 
$100,000 was available in cash the rest was held in pledges even before 
construction began.   The snapshot at the left shows Joy and Howard 
Hunter at the ground breaking for the new CE building.

Sunday school and youth activities were held in the Ohio Fuel Gas 
Company (A.K.A. the I.O.O.F. Temple) offices during the two years 
required for construction.  

By 1955, our facility was being used for 700 meetings during the year, 
with membership reaching a new high of 738.  Ron & Vivian Ekberg served 
as co-assistant pastors.

In 1955 more classrooms were needed and the CE 
unit was added.  It gave seven classrooms, kitchen, 
fellowship hall, two offices and two restrooms.  The 
old kitchen and dining room in the basement were 
turned into more classrooms and a chapel.  The cost 
of the addition and remodeling was $165,000.  
(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 History)
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Christian Education  Building
Here is another picture of construction of the CE Building in 1955.  
In 1958, we started to have two services, a practice which 
apparently lasted from 1958 until 1985.  It was also necessary to 
add a second parsonage (at 434 East Washington St., lower photo) 
to provide for the housing needs of our co-assistant pastors, Ron & 
Vivian Ekberg.

Our senior minister from 1986 until 1995 was Dr. Don Nichols.  He 
makes some interesting points in his 1989 annual report:

…
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In 1957, our church printed up new letterhead, showcasing the 
new CE building.  But long serving pastor Ormund Schultz retired 
upon completion of the building project.  Sidney Fenn (pictured at 
left) was head of the pastoral committee and was active in 
selecting Truman Whitaker as our 32nd pastor.   He will serve for 12 
years, from 1957 until 1969.    His first year saw 89 new members 
join the church.

We recently received the originals of the some 260 sermons Rev. 
Whitaker preached while serving as our pastor.
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In 1960, the year I started working here, the 
sanctuary was remodeled.  An eight foot lighted 
cross was added to the Chancel.  It is now in the 
chapel.  A library was build under the balcony.  
The East Room was enlarged by removing the three 
small classroom.

(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 History)

The Rev. Truman D. Whitaker was installed as pastor in 1957 
and served until 1969.  As during prior pastorates, renovation 
and remodeling took place.  The  exterior walls of the church 
were cleaned by sandblasting, a library was created at the 
rear of the sanctuary under the closed balcony classrooms and 
the basement classrooms were remodeled.  In 1961 the church’s 
first Assistant/Associate pastor was hired. 

(Source:  Betty Zarney’s 1995 History)
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Some other views of the large cross, first in main sanctuary 
circa 1969, then as moved into the new Chapel about 1973.  
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Name Changed to UCC
In 1961, the congregation voted to accept the constitution of the newly merged Evangelical 
and Reformed Church with the Congregational Christian Church, to become the United 
Church of Christ.  Each local congregation was given the privilege of choosing its own official 
title.  Our congregation chose to retain the word Congregational in its title, thus becoming 
the United Church of Christ, Congregational of Medina, Ohio.
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The 1960’s
In 1963, Rev. Whitaker’s son Roger participate in a Southern 
“study trip” sponsored by the UCC Ohio Association.  He spent 
several weeks in the homes of Atlanta negroes.

During our recent “unwritten history” session with some of our 
long time members, we learned that Rev. Whitaker was also 
active in civil rights marches and served as an officer with the 
NAACP.  One Sunday, the sermon was for everyone to write a 
letter of support that were then sent to churches in Selma, 
Alabama.  His son, Steve, used a stopwatch to time his father’s 
sermons.  Black people were actually going to our church in 1966, 
but in those days, they used only the present Hobby Horse 
entrance.  What was happening is that the congregation of what 
became Second Baptist used our building for their own services 
while their Church was being built.  

Some other highlights from 1964 – Betty Zarney was hired as 
Financial Secretary; we also hired a youth director, and another 
committee was formed to study the notion of having an 
endowment fund or other ways of obtaining unrestricted gifts.
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Communion
For many years, communion was 
celebrated four times a year, not 
monthly or weekly as is our 
current practice.  In addition, 
new members were received 
and baptisms were conducted 
only in conjunction with special 
“Holy” days such as Easter or 
Christmas. 

APRIL 1944
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Geneva Bible
The oldest bible in our library is a 
Geneva Bible from 1607; 
translated by Miles Coverdale and 
John Knox and prepared under 
the influence of John Calvin.  It 
was the first Bible to have verse 
numbers.

Note use of the letter “f” where 
today we would use the letter “s.”  
Also of historical interest are the 
study aid commentaries in the 
left margin (some of which were 
anti-monarchial);  these side 
notes were a main reason King 
James permitted a new English 
translation in 1611, for which no 
side notes of any kind were 
permitted.
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To conclude with some items about Rev. Truman Whitaker (1957 –
1969), he was known for his humor and apparently (from this 
portion of his annual pastor’s report) he did not mince words:

It was at this time that Rev. Whitaker started a process by which a 
lay person would read the scripture each Sunday.  Perhaps that 
scared some away.  That same summer, a new thing for us called 
“Vacation Bible School” was held for two weeks;  by 1967, VBS was 
being done jointly with First Christian, the United Methodists and 
the Fellowship Baptists, with an attendance of 200.  A living creche 
was presented on the church lawn during the Christmas Eve service 
that year.  We also helped start a new UCC church in Brunswick.

Tom Arnold recently shared with us that the teenage youth served as the ushers;  they would often leave as soon as the 
sermon started in order to get a coke at the drugstore across the square.  One Sunday, Rev. Whitaker changed the order of 
the service, so the offering came before the sermon and mysteriously, the ushers were nowhere to be found!
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1969
This photo, from our first church photo directory, shows the 
sanctuary at that time with newly installed Rev. Jerald W. 
Baker, who served from 1969 until 1978.  

By this time, the church building was in 
need of major repairs, prompting 
considerable discussion regarding extensive 
remodeling vs. even the possibility of 
building a new church elsewhere.  A chosen 
building committee met with engineers and 
architects for nearly a year, and after it was 
determined that the building was 
structurally sound, the congregation voted 
whole-heartedly to “rebuild” where we are.     

(Source:  Betty Zarney’s 2015 History)

By 1970, the building was getting in bad 
shape.  There were so many problems that 
a committee was formed to determine if 
the church could stand a major 
remodeling, or if we should tear down the 
old church.  After nearly a year of 
meetings with engineers and architects, it 
was decided the church was structurally 
sound.  The committee recommended we 
stay on the Square at least 2o more years.

(Source:  Carl Jessie’s 1974 History)

The co-chairs of the building planning committee were:  
Don Wilder (main sanctuary), Stuart Root (classrooms), 
Bruce Bauer (structure and maintenance) and John Myers 
(offices and Fellowship Hall).  
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1973 Reconstruction
The time required to study the structural soundness of our 87-year-old building, vote by a wide margin to stay on the square, 
then complete detailed architectural drawings to add the Chapel, as well as perform the actual construction of the entire 
insides of the 1882 sanctuary was four years, from 1969 through 1973.  Here are a few photos – many more can be found on 
our website: uccmedina.org > about us > our history, then click the photo link at the bottom of the page and look for 
“sanctuary photos during reconstruction.”   The dedication service for our “new old church” was during the January 1974 
annual meeting. 
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1973 Reconstruction, cont.Project summary for the vote on the “Sanctuary Reconstruction”:

* Actual cost was $460,000 ($3,000,000 in 2019 dollars).  Retirement of the debt did not occur until ten years later in 1986).  

*
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The Chapel
The chapel was added as a part of the 1973 
reconstruction.  A few of the original pews  (see 
lower photograph) from the 1882 sanctuary were 
recycled for use in the Chapel.

From 1974 until about 1999, this beautiful 
worship space was only used regularly during the 
summer months.

The “Lowe Room”
In the 1940’s, a room in the basement was dug 
out by church members.  It was accessed by an 
exterior stairway with simple earthen walls but 
it had no other foundation.  It was furnished by 
a family named Lowe, and most younger people 
when referring to the area thought it was the 
“low room,” a commentary on the height of the 
ceiling.  This area become modernized and 
strengthened as a part of the 1973 
reconstruction.
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Jerry Baker was our 33rd pastor, serving from 1969 until 1978.  For the 150th Anniversary in 1969, 350 people attended a 
banquet at Buckeye High School, with a keynote address by former pastor Ormund Schulz.  Rev. Baker vacated the manse 
shown above in 1972 (along with his wife and five children) in conjunction with a pending call for an associate pastor.  He 
simply bought his own house with a $6,000 down payment and a housing allowance provided by the Church.  Way back in 
1833, our first manse was built at the corner of East Washington and Harmony (no photo has survived).  In 1907 it was sold, as 
it was always thought to be too far away from the Church.   The “new” manse of 1907 was constructed for $3,400, replacing 
some horse barns.  From 1976 until 1984, the Manse functioned as rental property.  Then from 1984 until 1997 it was again 
used as housing for various assistant pastors or other tenants, and even as a rented manse for St. Paul’s.  By 2000, the building 
was in sad disrepair.

Jerry Baker

… and the 
Manse …
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The Manse, cont.
The photo at left, from an annual church auction event, shows some extent of the 
disrepair of the 1907 manse.  After much study, the Trustees decided to tear the 
structure down in 2000, even though the City had initially refused us permission to 
do so.  The local press described the event as “… a great loss to both the Medina 
community, as well as to the Church and all of its members.”   Somehow, we have 
managed to persevere.  The present pergola was completed as an Eagle Scout 
project by Greg Zuehlke in 2018.
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Richard Ingle
Richard Ingle was our 34th pastor, serving from 1979 until 1985.  Here are some 
interesting items from the annual reports during his tenure.  There was an every-member 
canvas for the annual pledge drive.  Church membership was 1100.   A study of the 
replacement value of the building was determined to be $1,855,000.  The Library 
committee reported that 1,139 books were borrowed during 1980. 

For a brief time during 1980, there was a sacred dance group during worship services that 
apparently was not well understood by many in the congregation.   Returning to more 
traditional music, Elaine Brent was hired as the Church organist in 1983.

For Palm Sunday 1984, a real 
donkey was used to process 
from the Gazebo up to the 
front door.
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Don Nichols
Rev. Ingles took an early retirement in 1985.  Don Wilder again chaired a pastor 
search committee that reviewed 52 candidate profiles.  During this search process, 
there was only a single service at 10:00 am and there were large financial deficits.

The called pastor was Rev. Don Nichols, our 35th pastor; serving from 1986 until 
1995.  During this time period, the Women’s Fellowship purchased ceiling fans for 
the sanctuary and the East room as a form of air conditioning.  Planning and capital 
fund drives were approved to rebuild the pipe organ and repair the stained-glass 
windows.  A small elevator was installed, and wall banners sewn by our own church 
women with stitchery skills first appeared.  

During 1986, an ecumenical worship service was conducted jointly with St. Francis 
Catholic Church;  the mortgage from the 1973 “reconstruction” of the 1882 
sanctuary was finally retired and burned.   By 1989, the Church had returned to two 
services (…we were “trying to fit 900 members in a space that fits 350 
comfortably…”), the budget was over-subscribed, and the office was using a new-
fangled device called a personal computer.

Rev. Don Nichols
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1993
Here are some things that happened in 1993, according to the annual report from that year:  

• Some 138 members were installed as “life diaconate members.”  Exactly what that meant is not immediately clear, but it 
appears to have been a way of honoring the most active members of the congregation.  Lists of these members and the fact 
that some new ones were installed were included in subsequent annual reports, but only for another three years.  

• In November there was a reenactment of a 1600 thanksgiving worship service, which included costumes, a beadle (a high 
church official who carried a long pole used to first tickle with a feather, or if need be hit with a wooden ball, anyone falling 
asleep during the long sermons), drummers, with hymns lined out by a precenter.

• The youth adopted 3 whales.

96



The 175th Anniversary 
was celebrated by a 
dinner and program at 
Buckeye High School 
in February 1994, as 
well as through an ice 
cream social for the 
entire community on 
the Square during the 
summer.

As you can see from 
the dinner program, a 
number of historical 
snippets were 
presented. 

Unfortunately, none of 
the silly songs seem to 
have been recorded 
for posterity.  Lyrics 
are available on 
request.
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Ted Elsenheimer
Ted Elsenheimer was our 36th pastor, serving 
from 1997 until. 2006.

The Rev. Dr. Theodore Elsenheimer began hi ministry here 
in May 1997.  The Assistant Minister resigned that same 
year, leaving us without an Assistant until 2008.  Paid 
and/or lay members assumed leadership of the church 
school and youth activities.  … What had been only 
“summer service” in the chapel became a year-round 
opportunity.

(Source:  Betty Zarney’s 1995 History) 98



Strategic Planning
One of the first things done after the arrival of 
Ted Elsenheimer was the creation of a long-
term strategic planning committee.  

Their summary report from 1998 reads pretty 
well, even twenty years later.  
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“We continued to be 
guided by our Vision 
Statement “God’s love 
inspires us to be Joyous 
Messengers.”
…

“This year, after much 
work and planning, we 
saw the beginning of 
the Contemporary 
Praise Worship Service.  
It started as the once-a-
month service and 
rapidly grew to twice-a-
month.  Starting in 
January 2003, the 
service meets every 
Sunday.”

Source: Annual Report of the 
Moderator, Max Brent

“… We advanced the coordination of our 
Lay Ministry teams like the Joyous 
Messengers Ministry Team led by 
Nicholas North, that is sharing the Gospel 
each week in different local off-site 
locations, like The Inn at Medina, The 
Western Reserve Masonic Home, and 
Nursing Care facilities.”

Source: 2003 Annual Report of the Senior Minister, 
Ted Elsenheimer

2002
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First Christian - 2003
“We planned for Pastor Ted’s three-month Sabbatical to take place in 
2003.   …  In October, we found that the First Christian Church –
Disciples of Christ would not be able to occupy their new facility and 
that they would like to share our facility until theirs is complete.  We 
were extremely enthusiastic about this possibility!  At the close of our 
service on December 31, 2002 many of our congregation went to First 
Christian to welcome them to our facility and to process with their 
“Ark of the Covenant” and congregation to our church.  Their pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Theresa Dulyea-Parker, will serve both congregations during 
the January and March parts of Pastor Ted’s Sabbatical.”

(Source:  the Annual Report for 2002)

Both organizations agreed not to “steal” any members, staff or choir 
singers during the joint worship period.  The whole endeavor proved 
to be a most successful and rewarding experience for all participants.  
The two congregations shared services for 13 weeks.  When their new 
facility was ready to be dedicated, the congregation from First 
Christian worshiped in our sanctuary for a final time, then had a 
police-escorted pilgrimage down Route 3 to convey their Ark to its 
new home. 
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Stained-Glass Window Repair 
2004
By 2004, our 120-year-old stained glass windows were greatly in need 
of repair and renovation.  A “window committee” consisting of Rick 
Bock, Bruce Bauer and Dave Edinger was formed.  Utilizing portions 
of two significant bequests from the estates of Helen Thomas and 
Florence Wilcox, nearly $166,000 was earmarked, along with gifts 
from many others in the congregation.  The restoration work was 
done by the Whitney Stained Glass Studio of Cleveland.  The work 
was done in several phases through 2011.  In 2012, it was estimated 
that the replacement value of our “new” stained-glass windows was 
over $600,000.
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Hobby Horse 
Preschool
On September 29, 2005, after prayerful 
consideration at a special meeting, the 
Congregation approved the purchase of 
the successful Hobby Horse Pre-School, 
which had rented space in our facility since 
1997, for a payment to the previous owner 
of $45,000.  The vote was 139 to 4.

The School was started some 22 years 
earlier by Ellie Blain who prior to 1997 had 
operated the school in space leased from 
St. Paul’s.  

Vicki Marty was the first Director.
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Back Bay Mission- 2006
Hurricane Katrina was in Aug 2005.  According to the annual report for 2006, “… several 
of our members partnered with Bath UCC and made two trips to Biloxi to help in their 
rebuilding efforts.”  Returned trips to assist in the reconstruction of Back Bay Mission of 
Biloxi, Mississippi occurred in 2009 and 2010.
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Here is the program from a rather posh capital fund-raising event in 2005.
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Honoring 50+ year members
The 150th Anniversary program held in 1969 listed the names of seventy persons who had been members for 50+ years; 
there were 28 with 60+ years (a Miss Jessie Shepard was over 80 years!), and another 42 members of 50+ years.

Since at least 1995, we have honored such long-time members of our Congregation with a special luncheon.  
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Breadmakers
In 1998 the Rev. James Chapman, the 
recently retired pastor of the Bath UCC 
church, was hired on a part-time basis to 
serve as our Minister of Calling and Church 
Fellowship.  Although he was with us for 
only a brief time, one of his initiatives was 
to start the Breadmakers Ministry, which 
continues to this day.  

According to the 2001 Annual report, “The 
Breadmakers delivered 275 hot loaves of 
bread to new church visitors, members 
recovering from illness, or those 
welcoming new babies.”
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The Endowment Fund
The earliest discussions of having an 
Endowment Fund go back at least as far as 
1944, as shown in the Trustees Report at left.  
It appears the period of study and of “providing 
information” about special gifts and 
endowments lasted another fifty years!

By 1975, the Church Constitution was formally amended to strike and eliminate the “Gifts Committee” due to the fact that 
“there were no such funds on hand, nor had there been for some time, such that the Committee had no function.”  Twenty 
years went by.  Then in 1995 a new and separate “Endowment Fund of the United Church of Christ, Congregational” was 
formally established with a separate governing body of five members.   By 2004, some $30,000 had been raised and a 
strategy was announced to seek gifts up to an principal amount of $75,000 before any income distributions would be 
made.  This milestone was later increased to $250,000, which was achieved by 2015.  Since then, distributions of income 
earned have been made annually for various church projects.
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Bicentennial Tidbits – Mission Trips 
One of the earliest mission trips to a foreign country occurred in 2006 to Puerto Rico, funded partially by Memorial Gifts.  
The first adult mission trip to Costa Rica was in 2009 and since then there have been annual trips to build simple, modular 
panel homes there.
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Neal Sadler, our 37th pastor, served from 2008 until 2016.
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Hunger & Outreach Programs
In 2012, Neal Sadler initiated one of our first formal hunger mission outreach programs.  Called the “shopping cart brigade,”
it consisted of volunteers who participated in the city’s July 4th parade to collect food for Feeding Medina County.  Our 
involvement with this mission partner increased in 2015 when coin jars were taken home to be filled during the fall and the 
funds provided for Thanksgiving food distributions.  Over the years, we have expanded into several other hunger related 
activities, including cooking meals for Cup’s Café, and a “Buy One – Give One” collection of non-food items for the 
Community Services Center.  In 2016 we “adopted” 5 (now 14) families from the Garfield School to provide fresh food.

By 2019, we were providing 
snack items to the Medina 
Library for their after-school 
programs, as well as 
providing assistance to 
Garfield families with the 
cost of laundry.
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The Big Dig
“… We were able to complete 
the storm water drainage project 
(“The Big Dig”) on time and with 
minimal disruption to the 
church’s normal activities.  This 
project cost slightly in excess of 
$50,000 and was fully funded.  
For the first time in our memory, 
the crawl space under the 
church is completely dry!”  

(2011 annual report)
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The New Entrance
By 2015, the part of the Church built in 1957 
needed work.  Our bathrooms were out of date.  
The windows were bad; the very small elevator 
was “scary”; even our bell tower was cracked.   
Everyone used a back entrance rather than the 
“front door” into the Sanctuary.  You had to go 
up some very long and steep steps.  Our 
building was not very inviting to guests or 
visitors.  Once again, we voted to stay on the 
Square.  We decided to add a new entrance, 
expand the offices, put in a better elevator, and 
add some new bathrooms.  A campaign with a 
goal of $2 million was organized. 

Many will remember that the wooden elevator 
had a series of buttons that responded only to a 
very particular sequence; a person who got the 
sequence wrong could easily end up stuck 
between floors.  During the presentation of the 
campaign, an older member questioned the 
need for a modern, full sized elevator.  “It would 

ease the transport of a casket during 
funerals” was the reply, to which the 
older member replied, “Oh, the old 
elevator is good enough for me; just 
stand my casket up on end.”  It was 
then pointed out, that it could also be 
used by an EMS team for the living.
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Bell Tower Repairs
Bell tower repairs were one of the most 
immediate repairs.  We also needed to fix 
some of our many roofs, some of which are 
flat.
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Construction Begins…
The ground-breaking ceremony for the new entrance wing in April 
2015 was done by the youth of the church – the ones that would 
be using the new building.
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The Rose Window
The Rose Window, which currently hangs in 
the new library, is one of the few elements of 
the old long back stairway area which was 
replaced by the new entrance addition.

(#__)

Did you know that you can see photographs 
taken by Terry Rhodes that chronicle every 
day of construction of the new entrance 
(from June 9, 2015 through May 6, 2016) 
at: uccmedina.org /history/ … “to view 
photos, click here”
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Construction of the new 
entrance addition began in June 
of 2015 and proceeded 
throughout the summer and 
fall.  During this time most of 
the parking lot was obstructed.  
Worship was held in the 
basement community room and 
classrooms, as there was only 
limited access to the Sanctuary 
and no access to Fellowship 
Hall.   

The new elevator, which was 
delivered in pieces on 
December 11th, was 
completed, inspected and 
actually approved during the 
afternoon of the 24th for use at 
the Christmas Eve services, 
thanks to a lot of “expediting” 
by Building Committee 
Chairman Dave Weber with the 
builders and city inspectors.   
Everyone was excited to be able 
to worship in our Sanctuary 
again. 

Christmas Eve 
2015
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The Chamber of Commerce featured our church in their annual Christmas Tree 
ornament for 2019.  A fine addition to our collection of crosses and other 
Christian symbols featured on our annual Chrismon Tree.
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Luke Lindon joined us as our 38th pastor on Easter 
Sunday, April 16 2017; his formal installation was held on 
September 13, 2017, shown here with Rev. David 
Anderson, a mentor from his last congregation.

Luke’s ministry with 
us reached new 
heights on November 
27, 2019 when, at the 
conclusion of a fund 
raising campaign to 
retire the mortgage 
for the new entrance 
and complete some 
emergency bell 
repairs, Luke spent 
the night in the Bell 
Tower.
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The new entrance wing renovations left us with a blank wall where some very unattractive coat racks used to be.
Many people donated crosses to form a most attractive display.  
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Members (especially our youth) were asked to help celebrate the 
Bicentennial by building models of what they envisioned the original 
log cabin church might have looked like. 
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The official Bicentennial Celebration was held on Founders’ Day, February 
24, 2019.  The theme was set in 1919 (not 1819) and everyone was 
encouraged to dress in period garb.  A published sermon from Rev. Samuel 
Fritsch on “Christ and Evolution” was preached, followed by a beef stew 
dinner and program called Legacy Letters: Remembrances of a Church in 
1919.
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As yet another part of our Bicentennial celebration, a production of the passion play “Tetelestai” for the entire 
Medina community was held in our Sanctuary during March 2019.   
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Music programs
A “Music of Faith” concert was held on June 2, 2019 and a reprise performance, of Christmas Music Through The Ages, 
was presented on Dec 8, 2019.  We also commissioned a new composition from a well known composer for Founders Day 
on February 23, 2020, to conclude our Bicentennial Celebration’s year of events.
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List of Pastors
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History of the First Congregational Church of Medina
Prepare by Mrs. Sarah Eddy for the 90th Anniversary Celebration

February 16 – 21, 1909

We are met this evening to review the ninety years of history which has passed since this, the First 
Congregational Church of Medina, was organized.  We need to remember that this Church, met here this 
evening, though so different from, is yet the same Church which was organized by the seven individuals who 
gathered at the house of one Isaac Barnes near the center of Medina township, one Thursday the 18th day of 
February 1819 for preliminary arrangements and again on the following Sunday, February 21st and entered 
into covenant with each other and with Almighty God.

We have reached an important epoch in our Church life, - a milestone, at which we pause and look back over 
the way by which we have come and consider how the Lord has led us.

Ninety years is a long time in the history of a man or an organization in this part of the world in which our lot is 
cast.  It takes us back near to the beginnings.  It carries us from the full tide of refinement, convenience and 
culture, back to the rude pioneer age, with its hardships and its privations.  It takes us from this comfortable 
and well-appointed temple of worship back to the log school house with a stump for a pulpit, and rough 
boards and flattened logs for pews.  It takes us back from this beautiful little town of Medina with its 
comfortable homes, to the almost unbroken forest, and the rude cabin of the pioneer, which sometimes 
lacked both floors and windows.  It takes us back from this day of easy riding carriages, electric cars, 
automobiles and ocean greyhounds to the ox cart, the saddle and the canoe.

As we meet here from time to time, we can hardly realize how it would seem if there were no carpets or 
cushions, - no organ nor furnace.  Few people remain who can tell us of the thrilling experiences of those 
early days.  It is well for us to turn aside from the rush and whirl of our busy lives and review the experiences 
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of those pioneer days which tested the faith and courage of the people who established and built our Church 
Home.

On February 21, 1819, exactly ninety years ago next Sunday this Church was organized.  The first public 
religions services held in the Settlement of Medina Township was at the house of Zenas Hamilton, about 
three quarters of a mile north of Medina Center, March 11, 1817.  Think not there was any center there.  It 
was in the woods.  The township was not yet organized.  Mr. Hamilton had been there with his family nearly 
two and a half years.  For a year and a half, his had been the only family there.  Rev. Royce Searl, an 
Episcopal clergyman from Connecticut, preached at this first service.

The next day, Rev. William Hanford, a Congregational missionary from Connecticut preached in the same 
place.  Both congregations were made up of Episcopalians and Congregationalists.  The settlers were from 
the East and hungered for religious services.  It was only necessary to give out word that a Clergyman would 
preach, to bring to the meeting every settler who could be there.

Later, when Mr. Searl organized St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mr. Hamilton was one of its original members.

The log houses of the pioneers, often having but one room, were too small and too inconveniently located to 
accommodate those who wished to attend the meetings.  A house of worship was wanted.  In less than a 
month, on the 10th of April, the people gathered with teams and tools, cleared the ground of underbrush, cut 
and hauled the logs, made the shingles and built a meeting house.  These early settlers put up log cabins in 
very little time. The house was ready by four o’clock in the afternoon and Mr. Searl preached in it.  It is said 
that every person in the settlement who could get there was present.  After this, meetings were held regularly 
on the Sabbath, the Episcopalians occupying the house in the forenoon and the Congregationalists in the 
afternoon.  A better house, also of logs, was built at the center of the Township soon after, and occupied by 
these denominations until it was burned.
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The Congregational Church was organized at the house of Mr. Isaac Barnes in Medina township, by Mr. 
Handford and Rev. Simeon Woodruff.  There were seven members:

Joseph Northrup
Charity Northrup
Isaac Barnes
Martha Barnes
Nira B. Northrop
Giles Barnes
John Barnes

The Church adopted the articles of faith and the covenant of the Church in Connecticut, from which many of 
them had come.

Soon after the meeting house at the center was burned, a frame house was built at Bagdad on the 
Weymouth road.  This was called Deacon Northrop’s meeting house.  The road from Medina village to 
Bagdad always seemed long and lonely.  It was three miles over the hills and through the forest.  Samuel B. 
Curtiss, father of our own Miss Mary Curtiss, used to drive an ox wagon to and from Bagdad to carry the 
women and children to the meetings.  These were held alternately at Medina village and Bagdad until 1831 
when they were all transferred to Medina village and were held in the court room in the old Court House on 
the corner of Court and Liberty streets.  

During the first ten years after the Church was organized there were only two who could be properly called
ministers of this Church.  Rev. S. B. Sullivan was the first permanent minister, but preached only half of the 
time for one year.  Rev. Horace Smith, sent by the Missionary Society of Massachusetts was with the Church 
half the time for six months.  No incidents regarding the labors of these men are known.
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In 1827, the Rev. S. V. Barnes came to Medina.  Up to this time there were only ten or eleven families in the 
Church, and it was clearly impossible for them to provide a salary for a minister.

A Mr. Champion of Rochester, New York, who owned the township of Montville, offered Mr. Barnes one 
hundred acres of wild land in Montville and a village lot in Medina if he would come to Medina and preach to 
the Congregational Church.  Mr. Barnes accepted and the people received him gladly.  The village lot where 
Mr. Barnes lived is on the corner south of the High School building, and the land is on the Wadsworth Road, 
now owned by Mr. Harry Beech.  He was the right man for place.  He lived as other pioneers lived, in the 
forest.  His parishioners were few in numbers, only sixteen members of the Church.  Many of them were 
battling with the forest, digging for the subsistence of their families among the stumps and roots and clearing 
additional fields from the primeval forest.  They had willing hearts but empty hands.  When their own larders 
were filled there was little left.  The wool of their own sheep spun and woven in their own homes clothed 
them; the skins of their own animals shod them.  It is said on good authority that not long before this time, 
“pork was thirty dollars a barrel, tea a dollar and a half a pound, wheat a dollar and a half a bushel, corn and 
potatoes a dollar a bushel each, sole leather fifty cents a pound, and eight penny nails twenty-five cents a
pound, and salt three dollars a bushel.

Mr. Barnes had a forest to clear away, lands to subdue, buildings to construct, crops to put in, to be cultivated 
and harvested, hay to be made and fuel to be cut.  All the people had to sell was labor, and he was ready to 
buy it.  Who shall say that God had not sent them a pastor suited to their circumstances?

Mr. Barnes remained with this Church about six years, preaching in Medina Village, in the house at Bagdad 
and in the Weymouth Church, which was organized about that time.  His labors were abundant, and as a 
result there was a general revival.  It was during the latter part of his pastorate that the work of building the 
Old Brick Church was commenced.  All this time services were held in the old court house, in the school 
house, or in a private dwelling.  As the court house and school house were public buildings, outsiders felt at 
liberty to go into these meetings and not only interrupt the services but controvert the sentiments advanced.  
One man used to go into the prayer meetings and advocate open infidelity.  Another man regularly occupied 
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a seat at the Clerk’s table in the court room in from of the speakers, took notes of the sermon and interrupted 
the discourse by calling for Chapter and verse to prove the statements made.  There was pressing need of 
other places for public worship but the denominations, which numbered three by this time, were small and 
poor.  It was not to be expected that Free Thinkers and their sympathies who refused to permit prayers at
funerals and in every conceivable way manifested their hostility to religious culture, would contribute much 
towards the building of churches.  Christian people keenly felt the difference between the spirit of skepticism 
which was so manifest and the spirit of reverence to which they had been accustomed in their New England 
homes.

The burning question at every fireside and social gathering during the winter of 1832 was “Can we find 
means to build a house for God when the little log cabins which shelter our families are so destitute of the 
comforts, we were accustomed to in our Eastern Homes?”  God seemed to say: “arise and build.” The 
forests were almost unbroken.  Everywhere the owners were cutting them down and burning them.  The raw 
material was abundant, provided only the labor to manufacture it could be found.  All had strong hands and 
the Spirit of God soon developed willing hearts.  A meeting was called in February 1833 to consider the 
matter.  David King offered a lot for a site on East Washington Street for $50.

Some thought that the securing of a site for so small a price would be a good beginning.  Each man present 
was asked “How much will you give towards building a meeting house on this site?”  When Nathan Nettleton, 
father of Mr. Matthew Nettleton, and Reuben Stickney were reached, the decidedly said: “NOTHING” and as 
a reason urged that the first meeting house of the village should face the public square.  So, a committee was 
appointed to see if a lot bordering on the north or east side of the square could be procured.  A young man, 
David Barnhart, had just build a house on the lot where the Church now stands and would sell the lot for 
$550; if permitted to remove the buildings would allow $300 for them, but must have $50 [of the $250 
balance] … in cash.  Who would advance the money?

Nathan Nettleton took a $50-dollar bill from his packet and offered it in advance on his subscription.  It was 
accepted, the bargain was struck and Mr. Nettleton has the honor of paying the first subscription to the 
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Church.  Subscriptions for labor and material, if not in large sums, came with commendable liberality from 
those who seemed to have all they could do to clear up their farms and continue their business.  This was 
encouraging, but the question where shall we get money to buy glass and nails was still unanswered.  Mr. 
Barnes said “I will furnish the glass and nails.”  So, the work went on.  When the work of building began, the 
number of church members was eighty.  It was desirable to build of brick, and it was thought if a sufficient 
sum could be obtained to put up the walls and put on the roof, the basement might be finished and used for 
public worship until money could be raised to finish the upper portion.  The bricks were made on land owned 
by Col. William King, west of Mr. Robert Foskett’s residence.  The corner stone was laid in July by Mr. 
Barnes.  Considerable ill feeling was provoked because some claimed that Masonic ceremonies were used.

The stone and its contents were stolen the next night.  The stone was concealed in a brush heap about forty 
rods away and discovered the next day.  It was returned but not replaced and the contents were never found.  
The walls were up before winter, but the frame for the roof was not ready and they were left strengthened 
only by props.  This delay was due to the fact that the sawmills of that day were water mills and could be run 
only in high water.  A violent wind on Sabbath in February or March blew down the side walls to within three 
or four feet of the basement.  This caused much discouragement and there were many murmurs and 
repinings.  Some complained because God did not take care of his own house.  Some claimed that it was a 
proof that there is no God who regards the affairs of men.  Others thought it was a judgment because the 
corner stone had been laid with Masonic ceremonies, as they claimed.

But time is a healer of many ills.  When spring came, the brave hearts took courage and determined to make 
the best of it.  More funds were raised and the walls were rebuilt.  Experience is a good teacher.  Strong 
timbers sixty feet long were inserted in the walls to strengthen them, so that they were better than the first 
walls had been.  The frame of the roof was self-supporting and massive.  It required forty days to raise it.  It 
was not ready for occupancy till the summer of 1835 and then they began to use it before it was plastered.  
All this had not been done without debt.  $600 had been borrowed in Cleveland and there were outstanding 
bills to be paid.  There was no bell and all were anxious to have one, as there was none in the county.  The 
village people were mainly instrumental in receiving money for this.  When Sherman Bronson went to New 
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York to purchase his fall stock of goods, he was commissioned to buy one.  It has already been received 
when he returned in October.  He came home sick and died in November.  The bell had not yet been hung, 
but it was raised on temporary supports and tolled for his funeral.

In the spring of 1836 in order to liquidate the debts and provide funds to complete the edifice, three men, 
Nathan Nettleton, N. B. Northrup and Daniel Nettleton, borrowed $1,200 in Connecticut, giving their joint 
notes for the money.

About this time Churches in Weymouth, York and Lafayette were organized by persons dismissed from the 
Medina Church for that purpose and their unpaid subscriptions and also that of Pastor Barnes, also 
withdrawn, were cancelled.  There was very little money in the community.  Debt stared everyone in the face 
and what would seem a small burden now was almost intolerable then.  It was not till 1844 that members of 
the congregation and Society made provision for the payment of the loan, by giving their individual notes.  
The house was completed in the spring of 1837 and dedicated in April of that year.  The total cost in round 
numbers was $6,600.  Dr. L. P. Hickox of Wester Reserve College preached the dedicatory sermon:  “How 
Beauteous are their Feet.”  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabbath and Before Jehovah’s Awful Throne were 
the hymns sung.

In speaking of this church, we should remember that our organization is double, the First Congregational 
Society and the First Congregational Church.  The Church gives its attention to religious matters; the building 
up of itself; the care of its needy members.  The Society looks after the temporal matters of the organization; 
provides its funds for building, repairs and salaries.  It seeks to interest business men who are not members 
of the church, and to secure their cooperation in the management of its business.  The Society was 
authorized by an Act of the General Assembly dated March 9, 1831 and a Constitution was prepared and 
adopted.  Reuben Stickney, who was one of the most efficient in the selection of a site and on the building 
committee, was a member of the Society, not of the Church.  This was also the case in regards to numbers of 
others, till almost the present.
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Rev. Simeon Woodruff succeeded Mr. Barnes [briefly] and after him came Rev. Samuel Lee in 1835.  During 
Mr. Lee’s ministry there were two extensive revivals.  Following the dedication of the Church in April a 
protracted meeting was held which resulted in an addition to the Church of 22 by letter and 41 on confession 
– 63 in all – the largest number at any period in the history of the church.  Only two of them remain till the 
present.  During the progress of this protracted meeting, the clapper of the bell was stolen.

A temporary one was substituted but, in some way, it cracked the bell.  The stolen clapper was brought back 
and left in the public square and though it was replaced, the discordant tones of the bell grated on the ears of 
those who were sensitive to musical sounds.  Later the bell was sent to the manufactures and recast.  It 
hangs in the tower of our church now and will continue to do us good service for many years we hope.

I have dwelt thus at length on this early history of the Church because so many of us know so little of the 
hardships and discouragements of those pioneer days.  During the forty-seven years after its organization, 
there were fourteen settled ministers with periods varying from one to six years.  At that time, we were 
passing through periods of formation.  It was natural that people who came from widely separated districts 
with opinions often very diverse, should disagree on may subjects.  Many heated discussions were held on 
the vital topics of the day.  There were troublous times which perhaps are best not recounted now.  Out of it 
all came a church whose influence for good has been far reaching and whose aim has always been onward 
and upward.

The summer of 1866 will always be marked as the beginning of better things in the history of this Church.  
Rev. Chauncey N. Pond became our pastor.  The presence of the Holy Spirit was manifest and many young 
people were received into the Church.  While he was here, extensive repairs were made on the Church, 
amounting to $3,000.  In 1870, Mr. Pond left us for another field of labor and Rev. E. J. Alden came to be our 
pastor for a few years.

After he left us, Rev. Arthur T. Reed came.  His labors were greatly blessed.  Through his influence the 
Sabbath Evening prayer meeting was commenced, and the responsive reading was introduced in our 
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morning service.  While he was here the parsonage was purchased on East Washington Street, one 
thousand dollars having been left to the Church by Mrs. Barnes, wife of the early pastor, on condition that the 
Church raise another thousand, which was done.

After a pastorate of nearly six years, Mr. Reed left us in 1880.  Then Charles J. Ryder came to us, and 
remained five years.  We have such a way of taking our pastors into our hearts that when they leave us it is 
as though we had had a spell of sickness.  The only thought that consoled us in the least when Mr. Ryder 
went away, was the knowledge that he went, not to another pastorate, but to the work of the A.M.A.  
[American Missionary Association].  Then W. S. Ament, a newly returned missionary from China, became our 
pastor.  He did good service for the church and community for three years, but his heart was in China and we 
bade him goodbye and God speed to return to his labors there.

Then came Mr. Plass, who stayed with us three years, then resigned on account of his health.  This brings us 
down almost to our present time.  It hardly seems necessary to more than refer to the pastorate of J. R. 
Nichols, B. G. Matson and Jesse Hill.  Their faithful, loving service among us, is so fresh in our minds that we 
can scarcely feel it to be as yet in the past.

We are now enjoying the services of Dr. Edward Kirbye, the last but not the least in faithful work to build up 
the church and establish a good moral and religious sentiment in the community.  

In the spring of 1880, during the pastorate of C. J. Ryder, the question was agitated as it has been before 
with regard to building a new church to take the place of the Old Brick Church which had done valiant service 
for forty-seven years.  Various reasons were assigned for this.  The church was too small.  Then it came to 
be considered unsafe, because of the cracking of the walls due to the neglect of the contractors in not making 
them vertical and in perfect line when they were rebuilt.  After due consideration and consultation, a new 
church was decided upon and committees were appointed and work began.  On the fourth of May 1882, two 
years after the talk began about building, the new church was dedicated.  Prof Judson Smith of Oberlin 
Seminary preaching the sermon.  The cost of the new church was $14,000 and it was dedicated free from 
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debt.  In 1889 while Mr. Plass was with us, we celebrated our 70th Anniversary.  And in 1894 while Mr. 
Nichols was our pastor, we celebrated our 75th Anniversary.  Both were occasions of much interest.

While Mr. Hill was with us, we sold the old parsonage on East Washington St. and build a new and more 
modern one on ground owned by the church just east of the church building.  The cost was $3,400 and was 
paid in two years.

At this time too, we enlarge our church building by an addition on the East side, this making it much more 
convenient and comfortable.

Thus, we have reviewed the 90 year which have passed since our church began.  There have been 25 
pastors.  The membership began with seven.  It is now 647 with a total enrollment of 1,585.  Of these 676 
united with the church by letter and 909 on the confession of their faith, time forbids me to tell of the various 
branches of the church which have all done their part towards making its usefulness greater.  The S.S. has 
been the nursery of the church.  It had its beginning as far back as 1836, certainly.  The first Supt. of who we 
are sure was Jefferson Barnes, son of the pastor.  It was held in the School house.  The school was all in one 
class, and sat on a long bench which continued around three sides of the room, with shorter benches in the 
center of the room, on which the little children sat.  The Supt. asked questions of each one in turn, from the 
Union question book and the children recited verses.  This would seem very meager to us, as we think of our 
SS.  But it was attended with eager interest in those day, and many from its ranks united with the church.

The women’s benevolence society has been always very helpful.  Now one seems to know how long ago it 
began.  It used to meet from house to house and the women used to ride to the place of meeting in the 
lumber wagons.

[A list of the then current members of the Women’s benevolence society was then recited.]
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The church has always been ready to contribute to the general cause of Missions and to other public 
benevolences.  It has always been ready to reach out a helping hand to those in need.  It has striven to be 
cordial, fraternal and evangelistic.  It has been composed of an intelligent membership served by an 
educated ministry.   Many of its young people have sought the advantages of a higher education to fit them 
for the responsible duties of life.  It has stood for the best type of New England Christianity.

As we draw near to the hundredth-year mark in our church life, let us rejoice in the thought that “Hither to 
hath the Lord helped us” and let us be confident that He will continue to help us if we love, honor and obey 
Him, so that our church may be as a City set upon a hill, which cannot be hid.
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The History of the United Church of Christ, Congregational
Medina, Ohio by Betty Zarney (1995)

The roots of this congregation go back to the settlement of the Connecticut Western Reserve in Medina 
County. Elijah Boardman, a wealthy Connecticut man, purchased 14,000 acres here in 1807. The 
property became known as Medina Township and continues the same today. Though he never made his 
home in Ohio his endeavors are still very evident. For the sum of $1.00 he deeded 300 acres of the 
township to Medina County with the understanding that "the Seat of Justice" be located thereon. Thus,
Medina Village with its uptown square and park came into being. There is a large stone in the park with a 
bronze plaque attached honoring Elijah Boardman.

Zenas Hamilton and his family, also from Connecticut, established the first settlement in the township in 
1814, and by 1817 there were a goodly number of settlers.

On March 11th of that year the first religious service was held in the home of Mr. Hamilton with the Rev. 
Roger Searl, an Episcopal Rector from Connecticut, leading the service. The following day, at the same 
home, a Congregational service was led by the Rev. William Hanford, a Congregational Missionary serving in 
Hudson, Ohio at the time. On April 17th the men and boys from both congregations cleared land and 
completed a simple log building which was ready by 4 p.m. for a divine service led by Rev. Searl. Religious 
services continued to be held each Sabbath day --- one half day by the Episcopalians the other half by the 
Congregationalists, but at both services the worshippers were often the same, though the forms of worship 
varied.

On February 18, 1819 a little band of seven souls, namely Nira Northrup, Giles Barnes, John R. Barnes, 
Joseph and Charity Northrup and Isaac and Martha Barnes met in the home of settler Isaac Barnes to take 
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preliminary steps toward formation of a Congregational Church. Present to give counsel and direction was 
the Rev. Hanford, and the following Sunday February 21, 1819 these seven, with the guidance of Rev.
Hanford, entered into a covenant with God and each other which constituted a church of Christ. This, then, 
became the First Congregational Church of Medina.

While the Episcopalians had officially organized some months earlier, the two congregations continued to 
share a common house of worship. After losing two log cabins to fire, they held their services in a township 
school or hall, until their permanent move to the village of Medina in 1831. Here they held services in the 
first Court House (the building still standing at the southwest corner of W. Liberty St. and Court St. facing the 
park --- now occupied by "Whiteys"[pizza shop]). The move to Medina was the beginning of an era of growth 
and struggle; however, worshipping in a public building became increasingly unsatisfactory, as anyone could 
walk in and possibly disrupt the worship service. Securing the means for building a suitable house of 
worship was troublesome for these pioneers, who were living and struggling without many of the 
conveniences to which they had been accustomed while living in the East. The Congregationalists were 
served by traveling missionaries and /or part-time ministers until 1827. Aristarchus Champion, of Rochester, 
NY (who owned Montville Township), was concerned for the moral and spiritual welfare of the settlers in the 
area. He covenanted to give the Rev. Samuel B. Barnes a deed for 100 acres in Montville township and six 
acres in the village, provided he would come here to preach to the Congregationalists. As the church's first 
full-time pastor he received a salary of $350 per year. His ministry brought a large increase in membership, 
and also the desire to have a permanent church building of its own in Medina. Mr. Champion offered a free 
lot for a church, and all the space needed for horse sheds if they would build in Montville Township; however, 
since this was to be the first church to be erected in the community, the eighty members agreed to build a 
brick church on the square --- one that was tasty and sufficiently commodious to accommodate the coming 
generations. The lot on the northeast corner of N. Broadway and E. Liberty St. was purchased for about 
$500. On March 9, 1831 (on this present site) the Congregational Society was incorporated legally, 
according to the statutes of the State of Ohio.
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Subscriptions of material and labor came in with encouraging liberality from the eighty members, and ground 
was broken for the new church in early 1833. The corner stone was laid with appropriate ceremony, only to 
disappear that night. It was later found, but never the contents. The whole building process was frequently 
delayed because of weather-related problems. Many members grew discouraged, and some left to help 
form Congregational churches in York, Chatham and Weymouth. Rev. Barnes severed his connections with 
our church in 1835, well before the completion of the building, though he lived the rest of his life in Medina.

The Rev. Samuel Lee became our pastor late in 1835, so was here throughout completion of the building 
which was dedicated in April 1837 at a cost of $6,000. The congregation was left with a huge debt, as the 
final cost far exceeded what had been expected. Three men of courage and faith, namely Nathan Nettleton, 
N. B. Northrup and Daniel Nettleton, each borrowed $1,200 in Connecticut for which they gave their personal 
notes. They carried the debt until 1844 when others were able and willing to share it with them, and the debt 
was lifted.

The Brick Church, as it became known in the community, was arranged with a high pulpit in the south end 
(toward Liberty St.) between two front entrance doors, which forced late-comers to face the congregation as 
they entered. As one means of raising money, the congregation sold pews, and while some members 
apparently became very possessive of their investment, the congregation made certain that there were some 
free ones left so that no one had to be turned away.

As did most churches in the Western Reserve, this congregation had a full code of rules and regulations 
which were strictly enforced, and often became the source of controversy among its members. While all 
members felt the institution of slavery was evil, they could not agree on how to deal with it. In the mid 1850's 
a "radical" minority seized control of the building, locking the majority out. A settlement was finally reached --
-- the majority paid the minority $1,000 for their interest in the property, assumed all debts and retained the 
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name. The minority formed the "Free Church", but most of the folks returned to the original Church within a 
few years.

Growth was minimal during these years of discord; however, with the arrival of Rev. Chauncey Pond, in 
1866, a revival spirit began showing itself. He was the son and grandson of members of the church and still 
a student at Oberlin Seminary. Some changes were made in the church's creed and standing rules, which 
had stood as a barrier to some, and so conditions were favorable for a forward movement all along the line.
He served until 1870. By then the church was too small for the growing membership so plans and proposals 
were made to erect a new and larger structure. The old one was razed to make room for the new. Much of 
the material from the old church was used in the new building. (There is an assemblage in the sanctuary 
(between the East Room and the east vestibule which includes a photo of the original church, the end of a
pew, and a long-handled velvet offering "receptacle " used there.) For two years the congregation 
worshipped in Phoenix Hall (third floor of the present First Merit Bank on the square). The Rev. Dr. C.J. 
Ryder became pastor during the building process. The new church, which is the basic part of the present 
edifice was dedicated May 2, 1882, at a cost of $14,000 and free from debt. The interior furnishings and 
pipe organ were provided by the Ladies Benevolent Society. Rev. Ryder's salary was raised to $1,500 plus 
the use of a home on E. Washington St., one the church purchased for a parsonage. By the time the church 
was completed it was already too small to accommodate the large membership. Sabbath school was 
available for all ages and well attended. The Women’s Missionary Society and the Young Peoples Society of 
Christian Endeavor all played active roles. Dr. Ryder left here in 1885 to be Secretary of the American 
Missionary Society. The mission hospital in Puerto Rico was named in his memory, and for years the
Women’s Society sent money and supplies to that hospital.
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The Rev. W. S. Ament became our next minister, coming in 1885, after he and his wife had served for eight 
years as missionaries in China. Though his ministry here was brief, he inspired the congregation with 
missions and mission work, which continues to this day. He and his family returned to their work in China in 
1888.

The Rev. Jesse Hill became pastor in 1899. During his pastorate the membership greatly increased. He 
was also successful as a leader in raising funds for improvements. The Washington St. parsonage was sold, 
the horse sheds at the east side of the church were moved to the north side of the church, and a new 
parsonage was erected where the horse barns had been. The Hills were its first occupants. A wing added 
to the east side of the church, not only increasing sanctuary and Sunday School space, but also doubling the 
size of the basement dining room and kitchen. The Hills left here in 1907.

The Rev. J. E. Kirbye came in 1908. The length of his pastorate was not long, but while here he was 
instrumental in working with the Protestant Hungarians residing in Medina. He invited them to hold services 
in our sanctuary on Sunday afternoons with a minister, of their choosing, who would conduct a worship 
service in Hungarian. Their children were invited to attend our Sunday school, and many of these families 
became members of our congregation. Dr. Kirbye was successful working with the men of the church under 
the name of "The Brotherhood" which attained a membership of over 100. Under its auspices, the land 
adjacent to the north of our church's property was purchased, with the foresight that it would be wanted in the 
future for church purposes. (The present Christian Education addition was built on this land in the 1950's.) 
Dr. Kirbye authored "The Medina Congregational Church 1819 - 1909" a copy of which can be found in our 
church library. In his preface he gives special credit to a history written by one of his predecessors here, 
namely the Rev. J. R. Nichols, which had been published and is in the Archives of the Ohio Historical 
Society.
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The Rev. William H. Drew started his ministry here in 1918. The following year the congregation reached the 
One Hundredth Anniversary of the founding of the church. The Centennial was celebrated for six days in 
February 1919, as noted in the printed folder dedicated by the Publication Committee "to members and 
friends of the church". Very little other information has been available regarding this period and the next few 
years.

In 1931 the Rev. Otto G. Reuman became our minister and served here until 1942.

At the top of each Sunday's bulletin were listed: Missionaries in Turkey, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Kreider and also 
Missionary in China, Miss Hazel Bailey. (Information about when we started supporting them is not 
available, but I well recall Hazel Bailey visiting our church and bringing her little adopted Chinese girl 
"Flower" with her. World War Il ended their service overseas, I'm sure.) For years our church supported
Schauffler College in Cleveland. It was a school to train prospective Christian Education Directors, and later 
became part of Oberlin Seminary. During the Reuman pastorate renovations to the church building were, 
once again, on the agenda. The sanctuary was given a whole new look. The choir loft and organ were 
moved from behind the pulpit (where they are at present) to the area that is now the sacristy. The area was 
partially opened to the sanctuary by a low wall. All the sanctuary walls, woodwork and pews were painted 
white. New carpeting and pew cushions were installed. The minister's office remained in the parsonage 
next door.

The Rev. Ormund Schulz came in 1942, and during his nearly fifteen years here the Christian Education 
wing was built on the church property adjacent to the north side of the building (land that had been 
purchased over 40 years earlier). The building was completed and dedicated in 1957 at a cost of
approximately $165,000. The top floor provided an outside entrance to the church, the Fellowship Hall, 
kitchen and the present office space. The lower level, with its own outside entrance, became classrooms. 
The entire "old" basement was transformed from kitchen and dining room to classrooms. The minister now 
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had his office in the new addition, the first part-time secretarial position became a reality, and a full-time 
Director of Christian Education was hired.

Rev. Truman D. Whitaker was installed pastor in 1957 and served until 1969. As during prior pastorates, 
renovation and remodeling took place. The exterior walls of the church were cleaned by sandblasting, a 
library was created at the rear of the sanctuary under the closed balcony classrooms and the basement 
classrooms were remodeled. In 1961 the church's first Assistant/Associate pastor was hired and in the same 
year the membership voted to accept the Constitution of the newly merged Evangelical and Reformed 
Church with the Congregational Christian Church which then became the United Church of Christ. Each 
congregation was given the privilege of choosing its own official title. Our congregation chose to retain the 
word Congregational in its title, thus becoming the United Church of Christ, Congregational of Medina, Ohio.
1969 marked the Sesquicentennial year of our congregation and was duly celebrated throughout the year, 
including a special Women’s Fellowship program in February and followed by a big church picnic in June at 
the YMCA Camp Crag near Hinckley, Oho. Our first pictorial directory was produced that year. The Rev. 
Jerald Baker became the senior minister in July and served until 1978. Rather than living in the parsonage 
the Bakers, with their five children, chose to purchase a home of their own. As part of the financial 
agreement, a "housing allowance" was allotted to him, a practice still in effect. The parsonage was then 
available to house the assistant pastor. By this time the church building was in need of major repairs, 
prompting considerable discussion regarding extensive remodeling vs. even the possibility of building a new 
church elsewhere. A chosen building committee met with engineers and architects for nearly a year, and 
after it was determined that the building was structurally sound, the congregation voted whole-heartedly to 
"rebuild" where we are.

A major building fund campaign was undertaken --- ending in July 1972 with $205,392 pledged for the work 
to be done. Of that amount, nearly one half came immediately in cash, stocks or other gifts, the rest was 
pledged over a three-year period. In 1973 the main church was completely gutted (excluding the Christian 
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Education wing which contains the church office). Foundations were rebuilt and walls straightened. The 
floor of the main sanctuary had been a sloping one, the new was made level and even with the back section 
and the East Room. The choir loft and organ were returned to the present area and the vacated space was 
closed to become the sacristy, with doors to the loft and also the hallway. The closed balcony at the rear of 
the sanctuary was removed, and the library on the main level was eliminated - - leaving the beautiful stained-
glass windows of the south wall visible to all who are in the sanctuary. The pillars and top partition, which 
had separated the back section from the main sanctuary, were removed and the round stained-glass window 
which had been in that upper triangular partition was installed on the wall behind the choir and a new cross 
was added below it. All the woodwork was restored to the dark stain, the walls were refurbished, and new 
pews and carpeting enhanced the "new" sanctuary. An addition was built at the southeast corner of the 
building to create a chapel and choir room. A "Time Capsule" was placed behind the Chapel date stone.

During all of the construction, church services were held next door in the Junior High School auditorium 
(present County Administration Bldg.) Church school classes, which were in session the hour prior to the
church service, continued to be held in the Christian Education building. On January 24, 1974 the "new" 
church was dedicated.

Total cost $460,000 and was clear of debt in ten years.

Rev. Dr. Donald Nichols was installed Senior Pastor in 1985. With the new chapel, early morning services 
were held during the summer months. The Women’s Fellowship raised funds to purchase the ceiling fans for 
the sanctuary and East Room, providing much needed relief from the summer's heat where there is no air-
conditioning. A Capital Fund drive was approved to rebuild the pipe organ, repair the stained-glass windows 
and install an elevator. The wall brackets for appropriate hangings were added to the wall between the pulpit 
area and the East Room. The various beautiful banners were designed and completed by our church 
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women skilled in fine stitchery. The larger illuminated cross replaced the smaller one below the rose 
window.

Our One Hundred Seventy-Fifth anniversary of the congregation was celebrated throughout 1994, starting 
with the February 20th Founders Day special worship service at the church and followed by a banquet and 
special program at Buckeye High School. 

The Rev. Dr. Theodore Elsenheimer began his ministry here in May 1997. The Assistant Minister resigned 
that same year, leaving us without an Assistant until 2008. Paid and/or lay members assumed leadership of 
the church school and youth activities. The parsonage, not used by any of the clergy for several years, had 
been rented by various businesses until the maintenance and upkeep became too costly to continue. After a 
futile attempt to find someone interested in moving the structure, permission was granted by the city to have 
it razed in 1999. Because the property is located in the city's historic district, the city had jurisdiction over its 
disposal, hence the required green space occupying part of the area now. What had been only "summer 
services" in the chapel became a year-round opportunity. The "Praise Service" at 9:00 a.m. was started and 
is held in Fellowship Hall. The traditional worship service continues at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary, while the 
Church School classes meet at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

During 2003 our congregation shared its facilities and hosted the members of The First Christian Church 
while their new church was being built. Their pastor, the Rev. Dr. Teresa Dulyea-Parker ministered to both 
congregations during Pastor Elsenheimer’s two-month sabbatical, both staffs shared office space. The 
whole endeavor proved to be a most successful and rewarding experience for all participants. The two 
congregations continue to share special services throughout the year.
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An Endowment Fund was established during the Elsenheimer pastorate which has provided the 
congregation the opportunity to ensure the future of the church. In 2004 a scholarly restoration of all the 
stained-glass windows was undertaken, a project which took nearly two years. After prayerful consideration, 
the congregation approved the purchase of the successful Hobby Horse Pre-School, which had rented space 
in our facility for some years. The Elsenheimers left our church in 2006.

The Rev. Neal Sadler was called to be our Senior Pastor in March 2008. In the fall of the same year Mariah 
Marlin-Warfield, soon to be ordained, was called to fill the position of Pastor of Youth and Family Life. Now 
with a full staff, our congregation can faithfully continue its ministry in the community and beyond Our 
congregation along with the members of the Second Baptist Church have conducted a September Sunday 
worship service in the park of the square, open to the public, for the past couple of years.

That's just the "beginning". In just a few more years (2019) our church will reach its Two Hundredth
Anniversary - something for us to contemplate.
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