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***Assisted Listening Devices Available – Please Ask Your Usher*** 
LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT UCCMEDINA.ORG 

 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits”  
  
 

Please take a moment to sign the attendance pads, (located at the end of each pew) so that you 
 know who is worshipping near you and you may greet them by name. 

 
 

*Those who are able please stand 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE         “Prayer” – Fred Binckes                                                                                           Cathy Fafrak, Pianist 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE   

 
*OPENING HYMN                  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

REGENT SQUARE  8.7.8.7.8.7. 
Fred Kaan (1965)                                                                                 Henry T. Smart (1813-1879) 

  

 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                   

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 146, adapted) 
Leader: Praise the LORD.  
People: Praise the LORD, my soul. 
Leader: I will praise the LORD all my life; 
People: I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, 
People: in human beings, who cannot save. 
Leader: When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
People: on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
Leader: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
People: whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
Leader: God is creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— 
People: God’s faithfulness endures forever. 
Leader: The Gracious Mystery upholds the cause of the oppressed 
People: and gives food to the hungry. 
Leader: The LORD sets prisoners free, 
People: the LORD gives sight to the blind, 
Leader: the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 
People: the LORD loves the righteous. 
Leader: The LORD watches over the foreigner 
People: and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

but frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
Leader: The LORD reigns forever, 
People: your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. Amen 
         
SCRIPTURES Proverbs 22:1-2, James 2:1-10 & Mark 7:24-37                                     Deb Waldron, Liturgist 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                              Stacie Yates 
 
             The Lord’s Prayer                                            

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer 
 

SERMON “Be Open”                                                                     Rev. Luke Lindon 
 
HYMN                                                   “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” 
Tom Colvin, 1969; rev. 1994                                                                                                                                                                             CHEREPONI  Irr. With refrain 
                                  Ghanaian folk song; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969 
REFRAIN                                 Arr. Jane Marshall, 1982 

  

  

 
To refrain 

 
 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 
Offering Invitation 

Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor. Let us celebrate 
our blessings with generosity as we collect the offering for the work and worship of this 
congregation. Let us now sing the doxology to our God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 

*Doxology (Thomas Ken, 1674; adapted) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here below; 

 Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter: One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 



*Prayer of Dedication 
Generous God, you have made rich and poor, powerful and vulnerable alike in your image. 
Bless the gifts we have gathered today that we may use them to protect the afflicted 
and bring greater justice to your world. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  You do not need to be a member of the United Church of Christ to 
partake in the Holy Sacrament. 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Pastor: Rabbi, Teacher Jesus, you who taught thousands  
And yet were willing to learn from the least of these, 
We confess that we pretend to know, when in truth; we still wonder. 

People:  Forgive our pretense, 
May we open ourselves to unexpected teachers, 
To fresh ideas, To one another, To you. 

Leader: Vulnerable Christ, you who lived in generous love, 
We confess that we have closed ourselves off, 
That we have seen so much suffering that we stop looking 
Rather than see and respond to those in need. 

People: Forgive our neglect.  May we care for one another And follow in the example you 
set for us. 
In your name we pray. Amen 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Disciples, followers, students of the living Christ, know that you are forgiven always 
and freed to begin anew through God’s everlasting mercy and love. 

 

The Words of Institution 
 

Partaking of the Elements 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                               “ Now Let Us From This Table Rise” 

  



 
 

  
DEUS TUORUM MILITUM    LM 

Fred Kaan, 1964                  Grenoble Antiphoner, 1753; harm. Ralph Vaughn Williams, 1906; adapt. Basil Harwood, 
1908 

 
*BENEDICTION  

Leader: Holy One you challenge us. 
People: You give us broader horizons and unexpected teachers.  
Leader: Help us listen and learn, 
People: Give us the strength to love. 
Leader: Open us, oh Lord. 
People: And unleash our generosity and the power of your church to bless a hurting and  

unsuspecting world.  
Leader: For this service has ended, 
People: And our service now begins. Amen! 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE               “God Be with You”                                       
God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
 

*POSTLUDE      “Fanfare” – Michael Helman                                                                         Cathy Fafrak, Organist  
 

“More than Church on Sunday” 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Music in this bulletin reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved. 

 
 



 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - email: luke@uccmedina.org 
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor 

 
OFFICE STAFF 

Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - email: office@uccmedina.org 
Jeff Miller, Financial Director - email: financial@uccmedina.org 

 
PROGRAM STAFF 

Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education 
Nicole Rubino, Co-Director of Youth 

Jim Kiser, Director of Music 
Cathy Fafrak, Organist 

Rebecca Rosen, Nursery Supervisor 
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool 

Jack Sharpe, Maintenance 
Dan Daubner, Custodian 

 
 
UPCOMING BOOK DISCUSSIONS 

We had a wonderful time discussing Sue Monk Kidd’s 
Book of Longings. We’ll keep a monthly gathering going 
from now until the holidays.  Please CLICK HERE to 
register. 
 
On Tuesday, September 21st at 7 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall, we’ll gather and watch Rob Bell’s Introduction to 
Joy. Happiness is fleeting, but Joy is something that 
never leaves. It’s part-sermon, part standup comedy 
and suitable for ages 12 and up. Bring a friend and 
come ready to laugh, learn, and discuss! 
 
Monday, October 11th at 7 p.m. we’ll gather to discuss 
Rob Bell’s book Everything is Spiritual. This book is so 
good, when I finished reading it, I flipped right over to 
the first page and started again. It’s part memoir and 
spiritual guidance. I believe in our discussion we’ll find 
that not only is God still speaking, but more constant 
and in more ways than we previously realized. 

 
We’ll round out our Trinity of Book Studies with a book about SERVE on November 15th at 7 p.m. Sara 
Miles great book Take This Bread will be the subject of the night. A brilliant book about what happens when 
an atheist randomly walks into church and receives communion for the first time.  
 
Each of these events are one night only. I hope you’ll join us in Fellowship Hall for each of these events. 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 



THE PILGRIM MESSENGER 
SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
September 5, 2021 thru September 12, 2021 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun 8:15 am Chapel Worship (in the sanctuary) 
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
         10:30 am Traditional Worship 
  

Mon    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Tues   7:00 pm Bible Study  
 

Wed  9:00 am Hobby Horse Preschool First Day 
 10:30 am Quilters 
   6:30 pm Bell Practice 
   7:00 pm Gathering Band Practice  
   7:30 pm Choir Practice 
Thurs      
Fri    
Sat     8:30 am 9/11 20th Anniversary Prayer  
   Service 
 

Sun       RALLY DAY! 
  8:15 am Chapel Worship (Back in the 

chapel)  
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
 9:40  am Choir Warm-up 
          10:30 am Traditional Worship & Noisy Coin     

Offering 
 11:30 am Church & New Member 
    (Covid Class) Ministry Fair 
 

RALLY DAY  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th  

It’s hard to believe that school has started, and 
we are getting ready to start another program 
year.   On Sunday, September 12th we will 
officially “kick off” another year of Sunday School. 
There will be a scavenger hunt and a special 
treat.  We will also be introducing some new 
ideas for our Sunday mornings together.  Make 
sure you come to experience all the fun we will 
be having.  See you there! 

 
  

Worship Highlights:  8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 am 
 

Scriptures: Proverbs 22:1-2, 
James 2:1-10 & Mark 7:24-37  

 
Sermon: “Be Open” 
Rev. Luke Lindon 

 
Communion Table Flowers: The flowers today 
are given by Jim Kiser in memory of Barb Kiser. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH  

IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY 

 

COMMUNION 
The communion bread being served today is all 
100% gluten free. Please don’t hesitate to 
partake if you need Gluten Free bread. 
 
 "And though we are many, we all eat from 
one loaf of bread, showing that we are one 
body."         
                                              Corinthians 10:17 

 

NOISY COIN OFFERING 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th  

Look under the couch cushions, in the washing 
machine and check pockets.  We will be having a 
noisy coin offering on Sunday, September 12th as 
part of Rally Day.  All the money collected will go 
to help support Innocent, the now young man 
who we adopted from Uganda.  Let’s make lots of 
noise on September 12th!  
 
 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  
 



REGISTER NOW FOR 
NEW MEMBER CLASSES 

Would you like to join our church family!?  Join 
us  
for our next new member classes!  The next 
classes will be held Monday, September 20th & 
27th.  Classes will be held from 7 pm – 9 pm 
in the New Library.  New members will join the 
church on Sunday, October 3rd at ONE 
UNIFIED SERVICE OF WORSHIP AT 10:00 
a.m. Childcare is provided if needed during 
class.  Please register here or contact the 
Church Office at 330-725-4559 if you are 
interested and let us know if you will need 
childcare.  
 

 
 

SPECIAL WELCOME FOR OUR 
“COVID” NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Due to rising numbers of Covid, Coffee Hours will 
be postponed till further notice. However, on 
Sunday, September 12th we will welcome our 
February 2021 new members from the 
pandemic class in church.  
To honor them, please help yourself to a boxed 
cupcake as you exit the church service and after 
permitting, a cup of coffee under the pergola. 

 
 
 
 

Our next series, REBUILD starts September 12th.  
We’re disoriented.  We’re feeling loss we don’t 
have a name for.  How can we plan for the future 
when everything is in ruins?  Our sacred stories 
can help us.  Our ancestors in faith have been 
here before.  We’ll look at the prophet Nehemiah 
and how he navigated an uncertain time.  Few 
things stifle the imagination than ungrieved grief.  
We shall walk through the stages of grief together 
and imagine a future we can build toward.  
 

CHANCEL CHOIR & BELL 
CHOIR REHEARSALS 

CONTINUE SEPTEMBER 8th 
Anyone interested in singing with the Chancel 
Choir and/or playing with the Bell Choir, please 
come to our weekly rehearsals on Wednesday 
evenings.  The Bell Choir rehearsal begins at 
6:30 and the Chancel Choir begins at 7:30. If you 
have any questions, you can contact Jim Kiser at 
815-275-4285 or via email at 
jim@uccmedina.org.   
I hope to see lots of new faces! 
 

COIN JARS FOR SENIORS 
Last year our Coin Collection Jars were 
cancelled because of Covid-19.  This year we 
will be collecting your spare change again to 
purchase meat for seniors living in high rises in 
Medina County. Feeding Medina County will 
handle distribution.  The jars will be in the East 
Room for pick-up.  Please take a jar and add 
your name to the sign-up sheet.  We encourage 
all three services to help provide for our seniors 
during the Christmas holidays. 
Jars will be collected on November 28th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
YOUTH GROUP KICK OFF 

September 19th - 4:00-6:00 pm at Church 
Mark your calendars now.  Youth Group will kick off the year on Sunday, September 19th at the church. We 
will be having a pizza party and playing some fun ‘Minute-to-Win-it’ games.  Youth group is open to all youth 
who are in grades 3-12.  Invite a friend!  They are always welcome! Come enjoy good food, fun and 
fellowship.  
 

TEACHERS NEEDED! 
We are going to be trying some new and exciting things with Sunday School this year.  Once thing that 
hasn’t changed is that we need adults to help on Sunday mornings with the children.  If you are interested in 
working with the children once a month, please see Stacie Yates or email her at stacie@uccmedina.org  for 
more information.   

 

PASTOR’S Q & A 
I love this question and the person who asked it should go to seminary!  When was the Bible organized 
into Old Testament and New Testament?  Was anything left out? 
 
The compilation of texts resembling the Christian Scriptures was the Muratorian Canon around 200 C.E. But 
it wasn’t until the 5th century that various Christian traditions came to a basic agreement on the Biblical 
canon.  Lots of texts were left out.  The infancy Gospel of Thomas which details Jesus’ childhood was left 
out.  So was the similarly named but unrelated Gospel of Thomas, which is a collection of sayings of Jesus 
without a narrative. 
 
A popular book at the time was one called The Shepherd of Hermas.  It is a story about a rich freed slave 
who has several visions.  In one of these visions, there is an angel disguised as a shepherd which is where 
the name comes from. It’s a big book of advice on Christian living.  Some scholars think it was so widely 
available, that those putting together the Bible just assumed it’d be known.  Sort of like Mere Christianity by 
C.S. Lewis; I just assume everyone has read that book.  You know what happens when we assume. 
 
Another interesting book that was popular in the first century but left out of the Bible was the Apocalypse of 
Peter.  In this book, Peter talks with the Risen Christ and is granted a vision of heaven and hell. It’s the book 
that Dante based his Inferno and Paradise books on and where we get the layered visions of heaven and 
hell. 
 
These were left out and a strange book that no one could make heads or tails of made it in.  I guess they 
thought Revelation was so weird, that it had to be divine.  It’s in.  Other texts are out.  If your Bible has an 
Apocrypha, those are other books that were written around the time of the Gospels and collected but not 
officially put in. 
 
If you’re looking for more reading on this subject, check out the following books (many of which are in our 
church library!) 
 
Evolution of the Word:  The New Testament in the order the books were written by Marcus Borg 
 
Misquoting Jesus:  The Story of who changed the Bible and why and The New Testament:  A historical 
introduction to early Christian writing, both by Bart Ehrman 
 
What is the Bible:  How an ancient library of poems, letters, and stories can transform the way you think and 
feel about everything by Rob Bell 
 
How the Bible Actually works:  In which I explain how an ancient, ambiguous and diverse book leads us to 
wisdom rather than answers---and why that’s great news by Peter Enns. 
 



 

September 5, 2021 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Mark 7:24-37 
Be Opened 

 
A woman comes to Jesus, asking for healing. Because this woman does not follow the same 
religion as Jesus and his followers, he at first turns her away. Did you catch that? It bears 
repeating in case you did not. Jesus refuses to heal the woman because she does not follow 
the same religion. Even Jesus cannot see past his notions of right and wrong, black and 
white, in and out.  
 
But we have this story because the woman startles Jesus into changing his mind. Not only is 
her child healed, but Jesus and those who followed him then and follow him now are forever 
changed.  
 
Even Jesus has to change his mind sometimes. Even Jesus has to pivot away from his 
entrenched beliefs to embrace a new way. Even Jesus has to be uncomfortably challenged 
before he can imagine a new way of doing ministry and healing those in need in his 
community.  
 
This story is a powerful encouragement to those in leadership positions in church, who fear 
that change in this 21st context of ministry is both inevitable and impossible. Like Jesus, may 
you discover that while the only constant is change, you can be who you need to be to lead 
in these changing times. Jesus himself went through the process of recognizing that what he 
had been doing was no longer fruitful. Even Jesus saw that it was imperative that he open his 
heart and mind to new possibilities. 
 
In her book, Dynamic Discernment: Reason, Emotion, and Power in Change Leadership, Sarah 
B. Drummond notes that she has studied change for more than two decades and in that 
time, she has “found that even change is changing.” She has uncovered “dramatic shifts in 
the language we use for the role of leader in bringing about change.”  But change itself is not 
the end of the story.  “Throughout the history of God’s interaction with creation, we see God 
providing the resources to face that which is uncertain and new.”*  
 
What tools is God providing you in this time of rapid change? How can you make the best 
use of those tools?  What prayer can you offer to our Christ, who shows us how to change 
our minds?  
 
*Drummond, Sarah B. - Dynamic Discernment: Reason, Emotion, and Power in Change 
Leadership. The Pilgrim Press, 2019. 


