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***Assisted Listening Devices Available – Please Ask Your Usher*** 
LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT UCCMEDINA.ORG 

 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits” 
 

 
Please take a moment to sign the friendship pads, (located at the end of each pew) so that you 

 know who is worshipping near you and you may greet them by name. 
 

 
*Those who are able please stand 
 

 
 

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
PRELUDE       “All Things Bright and Beautiful” – arr. Anna Laura Page                         Cathy Fafrak, Organist 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (written by The Rev. Caela Simmons Wood, First Congregational United Church of  

Christ, Manhattan, KS) 
One:     God says: 
Many:   "I am about to create a new heavens and a new earth;   
             the former things shall not be remembered." 

One:     We say: 
Many:   "Yes, God, that's good, but does it have to be quite so difficult? 
             This creation of your new heaven and new earth? 
          It's hard right now. We are tired." 
 
One:     God says: 
Many:   "You do not labor in vain. Before you call out to me, I answer. I am." 
 
One:     We say:  
Many:   "Yes, God, that's good.  Thank you for being with us.   
             We need you now. We really need you. 
             Tell us again about your vision? We need your words of hope." 

 

http://www.uccmedina.org/


One:     God says:  
Many:  "The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like an ox.          

In this new place – this new place we are creating together – no one will hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain." 
 

One:     We say:  
Many:   "Yes, God, that's good.  Let's worship together now.   
             We need to remember who we are and who you are  

and that we belong to each other. " 
 
*HYMN                                                    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

SOLID ROCK  L.M. with refrain 
Edward Mote, c. 1834; alt.                                                                               William Bradbury, 1863 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



*OPENING PRAYER written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocC/C63sun33.htm  
            (inspired by Matthew 24:1-14, Mark 13:1-13, Luke 21:5-19) 

This I truly believe. 
 

I believe in Jesus the Christ. 
I believe in the ever-present Spirit 
I believe in God whose love transforms all things. 
 

Though false teachers come and delude the gullible, 
God’s truth remains sure. 
 

Though temples crumble and churches wither, 
God’s gospel remains sure. 
 

Though earthquakes strike and diseases ravage, 
God’s purpose remains sure. 
 

Though good people suffer injustice and persecution, 
God’s love remains sure. 
 

Though saints go to prison or face execution, 
God’s life remains sure. 
 

I believe in God who treasures and nurtures us, 
who yearns over the fate of each one as if they were all, 
and who turns loss to gain and defeat to victory. 
This I truly believe. Amen! 

 
*PRAISE RESPONSE                                            “Glory to God” 
Traditional; adapt. Taizé Community, 1978  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                              Stacie Yates 
 
             The Lord’s Prayer                                            

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocC/C63sun33.htm


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer (written by Rachel Hackenberg, and posted on RevGalBlogPals.) 
 

Leader: Breathtaking God, Ever-Gracious God, you who call new worlds into being, 
you who make peace between the wolf and the lamb: 

People: You are wonderful … and you leave us wondering. 
O LORD, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader: We experience you in contradictions. 
People: You are the wild hope of our dreams, 

and you are the restless agony of our souls. 
Leader: You accept the praises of floods and storms, 
People: yet you hover in love over places of devastation. 
Leader: You command us to love our neighbors 

but warn us to hate the world. 
People: For the complexity that is yours, for the contradictions with which we 

wrestle: O LORD, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: For the complexities that are ours, 
for the difficulties in life that we blame on you: 

People: O LORD, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: We look to you for guidance through all that is perplexing, 
People: and as we breathe together in this moment of prayer, 
Leader: we pray for the patience and the wisdom 

to wait (to wonder) without answers. 
People: O LORD, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: We are amazed by what you accomplish with us and within us.  
Most of all, we are amazed that you do not leave us. 

People: We are humbled and grateful for your unfailing grace. 
Leader: With the prophet Isaiah and with our teacher Jesus, 

with the whole host of witnesses across scripture, 
we claim in prayer and thanksgiving: 

People: the mystery is yours and all that is in it. 
Leader: Therefore, we trust you 
People: in all that we do not know or understand, 

and we join you in the working out 
of healing, of justice, of peace beyond imagination. 
O LORD, this is our prayer.  
Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURES        Mark 13:1-8  Liturgist 



SERMON “PROJECT: Punch List”                                                   Rev. Luke Lindon 
 
ANTHEM      “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” – arr. Janet Linker & Jane McFadden      Alleluia Ringers 
 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 

Offering Invitation  
We will now gather what we each have come to offer. 
 

*Doxology (Thomas Ken, 1674; adapted) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter: One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
God of the Harvest, we now dedicate this offering to the work of Your kingdom here on 
earth. May this collection be used wisely and diligently, that Your love may be known 
widely. 
 

As we dedicate this offering, we offer ourselves too, for these gifts of money are but tokens 
of ourselves. Take and use us, that our hands may reach out in service, our feet may walk 
the difficult path of reconciliation, and that our words may be words of peace. 
 

For this we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 

HYMN                                                          “Go, Make of All Disciples” 
LANCASHIRE  7.6.7.6.D 

Leon M. Atkins, 1955, alt.                                                                                                       Henry T. Smart, 1835 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
*BENEDICTION  

Leader:   Go knowing that the Lord has heard! 
People: Heard us in our public prayers in worship and the private prayers of our hearts. 
Leader: Go knowing that nothing lasts forever! 
People: Not one stone will be left upon another. 
Leader: Yet the Word of the Lord stands forever! 
People: To this we endeavor. To store up our treasure where no moth or rust can effect.  

Treasure like gratitude for this day. For our friends and family. For the gathered 
body of Christ here and now. 

Leader: Go, and be a blessing, for this service has ended. 
People: And our service now begins! Amen! 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      “God Be with You” 

God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 

 
*POSTLUDE         “Let There Be Glory and Honor and Praises” – arr. Mark Hayes        Cathy Fafrak, Pianist
    

More than Church on Sunday” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Music in this bulletin reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - email: luke@uccmedina.org 

Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor – email: karen@uccmedina.org  
 

OFFICE STAFF 
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - email: office@uccmedina.org 

Jeff Miller, Financial Director - email: jeff@uccmedina.org 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education – stacie@uccmedina.org  

Nicole Rubino, Co-Director of Youth – nicole@uccmedina.org  
Jim Kiser, Director of Music – jim@uccmedina.org  

Cathy Fafrak, Organist – cathy@uccmedina.org  
Rebecca Rosen, Nursery Supervisor 

Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool – jen@uccmedina.org  
Jack Sharpe, Maintenance 
Sharon Perry, Custodian 
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THE PILGRIM MESSENGER 
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November 14, 2021, thru November 21, 2021 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun  8:15 am Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship  
  9:30 am Bell Choir Warm-up 
           10:30 am Traditional Worship 
  11:40 am Habitat for Humanity informational 

meeting – open to all 
  11:45 am Mission Team 
    3:00 pm Confirmation Class 
  4:30 pm Youth Group 
 
Mon   6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study  
  7:00 pm Trinity of Book Studies 
    “Take This Bread” 
 
Tues    7:00 pm Bible Study 
 
Wed  10:30 am Quilters 
   6:30 pm Bell Practice 
   7:00 pm Gathering Band Rehearsal 
 
Thurs  7:00 pm Congregational Council 
 
Fri   Bake Sale items due today! 
 
Sat     4:30 pm   Candlelight Walk  
   Youth Bake Sale 
 
Sun    STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
  8:15 am Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship  
  9:15 am Choir rehearsal 
           10:30 am Traditional Worship 
  11:45 am Caring Team 
  11:45 am Hanging of the Greens 
    4:00 pm Youth Group 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Highlights:  8:15 am, 9:00, & 10:30 am  
 

Scriptures: Mark 13: 1-8  
 

Sermon: “PROJECT: Punch List”   
- Rev. Luke Lindon 

 
Communion Table Flowers: The flowers today 
are given by the Stoll and Huffman families, For 
the beauty of the season that gives us so many 
reasons to be thankful. 
 
 
 
 

THE LAST MONTHLY BOOK 
DISCUSSION THIS MONDAY 

We’ll round out our Trinity of Book Studies with 
Sara Miles’ great book Take This Bread on 
November 15th at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
This event is one night only. Please CLICK HERE 
to register. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
SPEAKER TODAY 

The Mission team is welcoming Tom O'Connell, the 
executive director of Habitat for Humanity to speak 
to our Church! He will be joining us today, 
November 14th at 11:40 am in Fellowship Hall. 
Come listen to him speak and learn how our 
Church can get involved with Habitat, how people 
can volunteer and how Habitat helps our 
community. The Mission team is excited to kick 
next year off by helping at a Habitat House! All are 
welcome to come hear Tom speak! Please join us! 

 
 

 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  

 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZjM5MTJmYzktYjk5OS00NmQ4LTk1NWMtYWQ5MDAwZDZmNjZh
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CE CANDLELIGHT WALK 
BAKE SALE  

Saturday, November 20th 4:30-7 pm 
Calling all bakers! The CE Board will once again 
be hosting a bake sale during the Candlelight 
Walk. If you would like to donate a yummy 
baked good for the bake sale, please sign up 
here  http://tinyurl.com/UCCCBakeSale or sign 
up on the bulletin board in the East Room 
hallway and let us know what you are bringing. 
All baked goods should be pre-wrapped for 
individual sale and dropped off at the church 
office on Friday, November 19th between 9 
am - 3 pm. 
Funds collected from the bake sale will be used 
for supplies, equipment and help for mission for 
Christian Education and Youth programming. 
Thank you so much for your support. 

 

COIN JARS FOR SENIORS 

Turn in early if you can! 
Last year our Coin Collection Jars were 
cancelled because of Covid-19.  This year we 
will be collecting your spare change again to 
purchase meat for seniors living in high rises in 
Medina County. Feeding Medina County will 
handle distribution.  The jars will be in the East 
Room for pick-up.  Please take a jar and add 
your name to the sign-up sheet.  Please feel 
free to turn in your jars early if they are filled!  
We encourage all three services to help provide 
for our seniors during the Christmas holidays.  
Jars will be collected on November 28th. 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE CLASSES 
COMING IN JANUARY VIA 

ZOOM! 
Tell your money where to go instead of 
wondering where it went!  Financial Peace 
University is a nine-lesson class designed to 
help you build a budget, dump debt, grow your 
wealth, and leave money stress behind.  Each 
lesson is based on biblical wisdom and common 
sense.  Sign up for this class and start your 14-
day free trial of Financial Peace at 
fpu.com/1141840. Class starts Thursday, 
January 20, 2022. 

WHAT IS AN  
ENDOWMENT FUND?  

An Endowment Fund at the UCC-Congregational 
Church is a special asset of the church that is 
prepared to fund worthy projects and causes 
outside the Operating Budget.  Founded in 1996, 
the Endowment Fund is considered an asset of 
the church and is ready to serve the members in a 
special way.  It is time for appropriate projects, 
endeavors and ideas to be submitted for funding 
to the Endowment Fund Committee for the year 
2022. 
Requests for Funding forms are available in the 
church office with a deadline of Monday, 
November 29, 2021.  Electronic copies are also 
available. 
Who serves on this Committee?  Earle Olson, 
Virginia Hall, Bert Humpal, Ellen Hunter and Jane 
Langol.  Please consider submitting a request this 
week.  The deserving projects will be announced 
in late December. 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
It’s time to order your beautiful poinsettia again!  
You may donate a poinsettia to decorate the 
Sanctuary and East Room for Christmas services 
and claim it afterward, or you may donate a 
poinsettia to be delivered by the Flower Committee 
to a shut-in to be enjoyed before the holiday.  The 
cost is $8.50 for each poinsettia.  Deadline for 
ordering is December 6th.  Please fill out a 
poinsettia order sheet (available from the ushers 
and online) and turn it in to the offering plate or the 
church office. You may also call the church office to 
place your order. Click here to order online: 
Poinsettia Order Form  
 
 

LITURGISTS AND ADVENT 
READERS NEEDED! 

The new sign-up sheet for liturgists is in the East 
Room hallway. Please consider signing up for an 
upcoming Sunday! 
We also need people to do the Advent readings.  
You can sign up alone or as a family or friends… 
The need is for all 3 services.  Please sign up in 
the East Room hallway. 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NDUyZTU4MGUtMzA0My00NWExLWI5NjItYWRkMzAxMWI0Y2Ri
http://fpu.com/1141840
https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=M2NiNjRkNTAtYTU0ZS00ODgyLTg4OWUtYWRkNzAwZTkzNzMz


 

NOVEMBER PASTOR’S CORNER 
November is here and the little sunlight we get is all golden hour. What a blessing this month is and shall 
be for us. 
 
I’m thankful for Harry and Pam who brought us an afternoon of transcendent Irish music with Creggane. I’m 
thankful for the work of Ellen Nolan and our community in supporting the Period Pack Donations. We’ll 
have somewhere in the neighborhood of 1,200 packs going out to 4 middle schools: Claggett, Root, 
Buckeye, and Black River! It was a great idea and one that our whole community was able to get in on. 
Well done church! And thank you Ellen! 
 
Our Garfield Elementary feeding program is starting up again! A delivery went out already, supplied by the 
new team. They wanted to make sure their process was simple and understandable. You can get in on it by 
bringing in food for our next delivery... check the bulletin board in the East Room hallway to sign up! Let’s 
WELCOME, LOVE, and SERVE together! I am thankful for the work of Mike Medley, Ellen Nolan, Kristen 
and Charles Metcalf, and Stephanie Stepsis on this relaunch. If you have questions, talk to Mike. If you 
want to serve, please let them know! 
 
Speaking of serving, what happens when an atheist takes communion? She writes a spiritual memoir and 
we get to talk about it! We’ll meet in Fellowship Hall on Monday, 11/15 at 7 p.m. and talk about Take This 
Bread by Sara Miles. We’ll take December off for any spiritual formation and then start again with a regular 
Bible Study. I’m thinking (this is a yellow without green communication right now) that I’ll hold a Bible Study 
twice on Monday, one in the afternoon and one in the evening. Something each and every week for folks to 
join. More information will come soon, but if you’d be interested in such a study, please let me know! 
 
We’ll have the Hanging of the Greens on November 21 following the 10:30 service. Our Advent Theme will 
be Heaven and Nature Sing! We’ll have a lot of fun things planned and LOTS of singing! Here are but a 
few events for your consideration: 
 
ADVENT FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 5th at 4:30 p.m. as we welcome the season of advent with our 
annual Advent Family Fun Night.  We are going to try something new this year so stay tuned for details to 
come soon.  Have no fear though it will still be a night of fun, fellowship and lots of Christmas spirit.  Hope 
you will join us! 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 
The children have started to work on the Christmas Program for this year.  They will be performing The 
Best Worst Christmas Pageant Ever during the 10:30 worship service on Sunday, December 12.  Make 
sure to mark your calendars for this special day.  You will not want to miss it! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 
The choir will share their gifts and we’ll sing out with Joy as we await the coming of the Lord! This will be a 
jam-packed Christmas hymn Sunday with a few surprises. I hope you’ll come out. 
 
 
 



 

PASTOR’S CORNER (CONTINUED) 
 

There’s an exciting opportunity presented by the Living Waters Association! My friend, the Rev. Jason 
Thompson is leading An Intergenerational Pilgrimage entitled: The Footsteps of the Civil Rights Movement 
from June 14 to 20, 2022. You will journey back in time and walk the footsteps of civil rights pioneers who 
dreamed for equality, a day when all God’s children would live in peace and harmony. Among the sites 
visited will be Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Southern Poverty Law Center, Rosa Parks Museum, National 
Voting Rights Museum, Edmund Pettus Bridge, Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, and 16th Street Baptist 
Church. 

 
Total Cost: $1363 (includes lodging, daily breakfast and dinner, entry tickets, and round-trip airfare) 
$300 deposit due by January 1, 2022 (scholarships available upon request) 
$500 due March 1, 2022 
Remaining balance due May 1, 2022 
16 spots remain, so sign up soon! 
Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Living Water Association at 330-940-2220 or 
michael.mfia@livingwaterone.org  
 
I’ll do an Advent specific Pastor’s Corner next Sunday. We’re in for quite an ADVENTure. Okay… I’ll stop 
now. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
-Pastor Luke 
 
 

REALM HOW-TO 
 
For those choosing to Give via Realm, you can now enter your 2022 Pledge towards Operating, Mission & 
Capital Funds.    
 
We’ve created 3 quick videos to guide you through Realm: How to sign up, how to pledge, and how to give. 
Watch them here: http://tinyurl.com/RealmVideos. Questions? Contact the office!  
 
Don’t forget!  Stewardship Sunday is next week…Sunday, November 21st. 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
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November 14, 2021 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Stewardship Sunday 

I Samuel 1:4-20 
Praise the Holy One 

 
Today’s reading ends on 1 Samuel 1:20, but the story of Hannah does not end there. 
Keep reading through 1 Samuel chapter two, and you’ll hear something remarkable.  
In chapter two, when Hannah receives good news that a hope long deferred has finally 
been realized, she bursts into song.  
 
Her song, flowing from her grateful heart, has brought hope, encouragement, support 
and strength to generations of women and men who needed reassurance that God’s love 
and presence are steadfast and strong.  Her song for example, inspired another song by 
another woman of hope. Mary, the mother of Jesus, sings a song inspired by Hannah 
which you can find in Luke 1:46-55. If you compare the two songs, what do you notice 
that is different? What do you notice that is the same? How do you feel that the first 
song, by Hannah, inspired the second song, by Mary?  
 
Maybe you also have been inspired by a piece of music and felt the desire to respond.  If 
your response to life’s ups and downs is to turn to music, then join United Church of 
Christ member and disability activist Karl Shallowhorn on his podcast, Mental Health 
Verses. In each episode, Karl interviews a guest about the music that has encouraged or 
supported them through various of life’s difficulties. 
 
Karl knows that music that inspires is meant to be shared and created to be passed from 
listener to listener. On the Facebook page for his podcast, Karl invites anyone who would 
like to “Just send an email to mentalhealthverses@gmail.com with your song and the 
reason why it has supported you… whether it was a time you may have struggled, or 
simply when the tune has lifted your spirits to another level.” 
 
Who knows? Maybe like Mary, the music shared will encourage you to create and share 
music of your own.  
 


