
 

 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, CONGREGATIONAL 
      217 E. Liberty St.   Medina, Ohio 44256    330-725-4559   

 www.uccmedina.org 
 

***Assisted Listening Devices Available – Please Ask Your Usher*** 
LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT UCCMEDINA.ORG 

 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits”  
 

Please take a moment to sign the attendance pads, (located at the end of each pew) so that you 
 know who is worshipping near you and you may greet them by name. 

 
 
 

*Those who are able please stand 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CAROLING (see last page of worship) 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
PRELUDE      “Improvisation on Savior of the Nations, Come” – Paul Manz         Cathy Fafrak, Organist 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE   
 
*OPENING HYMN                    “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

                                                       CHRISTMAS  CM 
Nahum Tate, 1700                                                                                                                               Harmonia Sacra, 1812; arr. from G.F. Handel, 1728 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                          The Avalon Family 

(All the children are asked to come forward at this time) 
 

Reader:  This season of waiting continues.  
We have come together to encourage each other as we prepare. 

People: We’ve already reminded each other to hope.  
We eagerly anticipate the arrival of Emmanuel, God With Us.  

Reader: One hope stirring within us is for peace. Our world cries out for peace in so many ways. 
People: We wonder where peace is to be found in troubled times. We look to the Prince of 

Peace to answer our anxiety.  
 
The first & second Advent candles are lit 
 

RESPONSE                                                   “Light the Advent Candle” 
 

Mary Lu Walker, 1975                                                                                                                                                           ADVENT CANDLE SONG   77.77 with refrain 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Reader:  The light grows brighter in this darkening season.  
Unto us a child is to be born who will show us the way of peace. 

People: May this assurance quiet our restless souls.  
May this time of worship make gentle our racing hearts.  



REPEAT AFTER ME PRAYER  
Reader: Let us pray, 
People: Dear God, 

Sometimes we’re nervous or afraid. 
When things change, 
help us remember, 
that you are always with us, 
And you give us peace. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                              Stacie Yates 
             The Lord’s Prayer                                            

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Joys and Concerns 
 Pastoral Prayer 
 

ANTHEM “Lo, How a Rose” – arr. Cathy Moklebust                                                                  Alleluia Ringers 
 
SCRIPTURES  Philippians 1:3-11 and Luke 1:68-79                                                    Deb Waldron, Liturgist 
 
SERMON “After the Long Silence”                   Rev. Luke Lindon 
 
RESPONSE                      “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  
 

                                                                     GOD REST YOU MERRY   Irregular With refrain 
English carol, 18th century                                                                               English melody, 18th century; Har. in Christmas Carols Old and New, 1871  
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

  
 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS 
There is an offering plate by the East Room and by the tower doors if you feel led to deposit your envelope or 
an offering there. You can also give through our Realm app or text-to-give by texting 73256 and following 
the prompts. Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 
 

Offering Invitation 
Reader: Breathe in. Breathe out. 
People: God is with Me. 
Reader: Let us give ourselves away in peace. 

 
* Doxology for Advent (Christina G. Rossetti, 1872 & Gustav Holst, 1906)) 

                      What can I give him, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
                      If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious Mystery, you are in our midst.  We don’t always perceive or understand what you 
are up to. But we trust you.  We have faith in you and your ways.  May what we offer from 
our treasures, our bodies, and our lives go to wage peace in a war-loving world.  And may 
your kingdom come. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  You do not need to be a member of the United Church of Christ to 
partake in the Holy Sacrament. 

 

Invitation to the Table 
Leader: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 



Leader: Let us give thanks to God most high 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Prayer 
Reader: Let us pray. Holy and Gracious Mystery, 
People: We praise you for all of your creation and the gift of life. 
Leader: For your abiding love which brings us close to you, 
People: the source of everything. 
Leader: We thank you for your table, hosted by Jesus our Christ, 
People: who in the fullness of time was born of Mary, 
Leader: To live in our midst, 
People: To share in our suffering, 
Leader: To accept the pain of death 
People: At the hands of those whom Jesus loved. 
Leader: As you gave of your flesh and blood, 
People: We share our broken bodies and lives. 
Leader: as you poured out your blood in the new covenant for the forgiveness of sins, 
People: We pour out our lives into one another and into the world for it’s healing, 
Leader: For justice to roll like waters, 
People: For the outcast and marginalized to be brought in, 
Leader: The hungry fed, 
People: The homeless, sheltered. 
Leader: You set this table in the world and have prepared it for all, 
People: Our cups overflow. Your presence gives us peace. 
Leader: May this time widen our senses of who you love and how you love us: 

 
Response                                    “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                    

NICAEA   11.12.12.10 
Reginald Heber, 1826                                                                                                                   John B. Dykes, 1861 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

The Words of Institution 
Leader: We remember on that night  
People: of betrayal and desertion, 
Leader: Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread and gave it to the disciples 

saying, 
People: “This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Leader: In the same way Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying, 
People: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
Leader: Through the broken bread,  
People: we participate in the Body of Christ. 
Leader: Through the cup of blessing,  



People: we participate in the new life Christ gives us. 
Leader: It is in breaking,  
People: we are whole. 
Leader: It is in pouring out,  
People: we are restored. 
Leader: In a world of violence,  
People: God set a feast; a table.  
Leader: And gave himself away. 
People: Christ would rather die than keep our ways of violence.  
Leader: Instead of Hate, 
People: Love. 
Leader: Instead of revenge, 
People: Forgiveness. 
Leader: Instead of remembering our sin, 
People: Grace. 
Leader: We prodigals aren’t given a lecture; 
People: A hug. A ring. A robe. A feast.  

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader: Let us pray. 
People: We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known your 

presence. Help us see it in all our lives. For you are always with us, and this table 
can be anywhere we are in communion with you and our neighbor. Strengthen 
our faith, increase our love for one another, and let us show forth your praise in 
our lives, through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfect of our faith. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                                              “All Earth is Waiting” 

                           TAULÉ   11.11.12.12 
Alberto Taulé, 1972; tr. Gertrude C. Suppe, 1987, alt.                                                      Alberto Taulé, 1972;harm. Skinner Chávez-Melo, 1988 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

*BENEDICTION (2 Thessalonians 3:16) 
Leader: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way.  

The Lord be with you all. 
People: Amen. 

 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE               “God Be with You”                                       

God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
 

*POSTLUDE           “All Earth is Waiting” – arr. Curt Oliver                                                   Cathy Fafrak, Pianist  
 

“More than Church on Sunday” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Music in this bulletin reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved. 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - email: luke@uccmedina.org 

Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor – email: karen@uccmedina.org  
 

OFFICE STAFF 
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - email: office@uccmedina.org 

Jeff Miller, Financial Director - email: jeff@uccmedina.org 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education – stacie@uccmedina.org  

Nicole Rubino, Co-Director of Youth – nicole@uccmedina.org  
Jim Kiser, Director of Music – jim@uccmedina.org  

Cathy Fafrak, Organist – cathy@uccmedina.org  
Rebecca Rosen, Nursery Supervisor 

Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool – jen@uccmedina.org  
Sharon Perry, Custodian 
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THE PILGRIM MESSENGER 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
December 5, 2021, thru December 12, 2021 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
  8:15 am Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship   
  9:30 am Bell Choir Warm-up 
           10:30 am Traditional Worship 
    4:30 pm Advent Family Fun Night  
    4:30 pm  Youth Group 
 

Mon  Poinsettia Orders Due Today  
   Cook for Cups 
  6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
  7:00 pm Evangelism Team 
 

Tues   7:00 pm No Bible Study Today 
 We will start the book of Genesis the  
 following week. 
 

Wed  10:30 am Quilters 
   7:00 pm Gathering Band Rehearsal 
Thurs    
Fri  
Sat  
Sun     3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:15 am Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship  
  9:15 am Choir rehearsal 
 10:30 am Traditional Worship  
    & Children’s    

  Pageant 
 11:45 am Mission Team 
    3:00 pm Confirmation Class & Mentors 
 

REALM HOW-TO 
For those choosing to give via Realm, you can 
now enter your 2022 Pledge towards Operating, 
Mission & Capital Funds. We’ve created 3 quick 
videos to guide you through Realm. Watch them 
Here: http://tinyurl.com/RealmVideos. 
Questions?  Contact the office. 
 

 
Worship Highlights:  8:15 am, 9:00, & 10:30 am  
 

Scripture: Philippians 1:3-11 & Luke 1:68-79  
 

Sermon: “After the Long Silence”  
- Rev. Luke Lindon 

 
Communion Table Flowers: The flowers today 
are given by Cheri and Arnold Ingraham in 
memory of Carol Brenneman. 
  

ADVENT FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

This year for Advent Family Fun Night, our 
church family is invited to wear your pajamas, 
bring blankets, sleeping bags, pillows, bean bags, 
(I think you get the idea) and gather in Fellowship 

Hall to watch a Christmas Classic…. Elf!       We 

will be having a hot chocolate bar and cookie 
decorating.  We hope to see you next Sunday for 
fun, fellowship, and yummy treats.   
 

READERS NEEDED! 
The sign-up sheet is in the East Room hallway  
We need people read on Christmas Eve.  You 
can sign up alone or as a family or friends. The 
need is for both the 6 & 9 pm services.   
 
 

CHRISTMAS WEEK SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve Worship Services will be:  
     6:00 pm – Family Candlelight Service 
     9:00 pm – Candlelight Service 
 

Church office will be closed Dec. 24th at 12 pm 
and re-open at 9 am on Tuesday, Dec. 28th  
 

One service of worship at 10 a.m. on 
       Dec. 26th - Pajama Worship  

Jan. 2nd - Service of Remembrance  

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  

 

http://tinyurl.com/RealmVideos
http://www.uccmedina.org/live


CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA 
ORDERS DUE TOMORROW 

The cost is $8.50 for each poinsettia.  Deadline 
for ordering is December 6th.  Please fill out a 
poinsettia order sheet (available from the ushers 
and online) and turn it in to the offering plate or the 
church office. You may also call the church office 
to place your order. Click here to order online: 
Poinsettia Order Form  
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
The children have started to work on the 
Christmas Program for this year.  They will be 
performing The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
during the 10:30 worship service on Sunday, 
December 12th.  Make sure to mark your calendars 
for this special day.  You will not want to miss it! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 

The choir will share their gifts and we’ll sing out 
with joy as we await the coming of the Lord!  This 
will be a jam-packed Christmas hymn Sunday with 
a few surprises.  I hope you’ll come out. 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE CLASSES 
COMING VIA ZOOM! 

Tell your money where to go instead of wondering 
where it went!  Financial Peace University is a 
nine-lesson class designed to help you build a 
budget, dump debt, grow your wealth, and leave 
money stress behind.  Each lesson is based on 
biblical wisdom and common sense.  Sign up for 
this class and start your 14-day free trial of 
Financial Peace at fpu.com/1141840. Class starts 
Thursday, January 20, 2022. 
 

FRIENDLY FOLKS NEEDED 

We’d love to have a friendly face at the downstairs 
door when people enter before the 10:30 service 
in the new year.  It’s your choice to shake hands, 
fist-bump, or wave “hi”.  Please sign up online at 
http://tinyurl.com/UCCGreeter or call/text Kate 
Lindon for available dates at 330-663-1801. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Join us for Christmas Caroling on December 19th 
from 4-6 pm.  All ages can participate in this 
wonderful, fun activity.  Meet at the church by 4 
pm.  After caroling we will return to the church for 
hot chocolate.   
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The 2022 Flower Chart is now hanging in the 
East Room Hallway.  This is a wonderful way to 
honor or remember someone, or to celebrate a 
special occasion. Please fill in your name and 
write “Church” or “Self” to let us know if you 
would like the church to order the flowers for you 
or if you will be ordering them yourself.  The cost 
of the flowers ordered through the church office is 
$22.50. 
Also, please write what you would like printed 
in the Messenger and if you want to claim 
your flowers after the 10:30 service. 
 

ROOT GRAB & GO PANTRY 
Donte to the Root Grab & Go Pantry:  100 % 
fruit juice boxes and pouches-all flavors & 
individually wrapped breakfast bars (regular and 
allergen-free varieties).  The collection bin will be 
in the lobby by the stairs.  Drop off during open 
office hours 9am-3 pm.  Questions? Email Alice 
Metzloff at iamalsblugown@gmail.com  Thank 
you for your support.  
 

ANNUAL REPORTS AND 
MEETING 

                          Save the date! 
Our Annual Budget Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 30th immediately following ONE 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP AT 10 a.m.  I know 
this is a busy time of year, so I wanted to give 
plenty of notice to those people I need reports 
from. The deadline is Monday, January 10th.  
I will need reports from: Endowment 
Committee, Stewardship Committee, Finance 
Team, Treasurer and Church Clerk. If you have 
any questions or need a copy of last years’ 
annual report to refer to please let me know. 
Please email your reports to Cindy in the office 
at:  office@uccmedina.org or drop them off in 
the church office. 

 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZWQ5YzZlMDYtMDg1OC00ZTEzLTg0OTUtYWRmMDAwZmE5Yzhi
http://fpu.com/1141840
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Thank you to the 86 people who have already turned in their pledge cards for 2022! 
In order to best forecast 2022 budgets the church is still in need of your 2022 Stewardship Card.  
Blank cards are available on the table in the East Room or on the website. Click on “Give Online Here” 
and download your own copy, or you can make your pledge in the REALM app. 
For those who have requested offering envelopes they are ready to pick up in the East Room.  If you did 
not request envelopes and you would like them, please contact the church office.  Envelopes and people 
are matched with a number, so we will need to be sure to get you the proper envelopes. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS FUND 
The light is surely coming!  Please give generously this holiday season to THE CHRISTMAS FUND 
FOR VETERANS OF THE CROSS, the unique UCC Special Mission Offering recognizing and honoring 
our beloved ministers and their spouses who dedicate their careers and so much of their lives to the 
church. For over a century, these offerings have been a tangible expression of God’s love and light in the 
world.  Year after year, United Church of Christ members and congregations have reached out in 
kindness, compassion, and gratitude to those who have faithfully shepherded our Church in the past and 
who now find themselves facing unexpected financial needs.  This ministry cares for the active and retired 
clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ.  Your gift will also provide for the 
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants and 
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income retirees. 
 

COIN JARS FOR SENIORS 
Monday, December 6th is the absolute deadline for returning filled coin jars to the church office for 
Jeff Miller.  Monies collected fund the purchase of meat for Senior Adults in our community for the 
upcoming holidays.  Thank you for your support of Feeding Medina County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@uccmedina.org


 

December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Luke 3:1-6 
Make Ready 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. -Luke 3:1-2, 
NRSV 
 
The list of people whose names begin this chapter of the book of Luke are powerful and 
important. The emperor Tiberius was not merely the ruler of the whole known world, he 
was considered an infallible god. Tiberius himself appointed Pontius Pilate, whose 
powerful name very loosely translated means, Free Person Who Carries a Sharp Spear. 
Just hearing his name, everyone would know that Pilate was not only master of his own 
destiny, but also that his military prowess was unrivaled. Herod and Philip were brothers 
in a politically successful family who ruled with the twin fists of nepotism and corruption. 
Lysanias is not mentioned elsewhere in scripture, but in his own time he was a big deal, 
big enough that he came to the attention of Cleopatra who sent Mark Anthony to 
depose him. Last but certainly not least, the two high priests mentioned shared the most 
important religious role of their time. Together occupying a role meant for one person, 
they were constantly jostling for position and power. 
 
John’s words fell into this world of the famous and powerful, the politically savvy and the 
militarily successful. He spoke not in the city, or the temple, not in the palace or the town 
square, not on social media or television, but in the wilderness. John was a nobody, and 
he spoke in the middle of nowhere to an audience (at first) of no one. 
 
And yet, all these centuries later, his message is the one that is still heard, still followed. 
It was John, the voice on the margins, who pointed the way to Christ, rather than those 
at the center of privilege and popularity. 
 
Somewhere in each community, a voice is crying in the wilderness right now. 
Somewhere on the margins, a messenger is urgently telling of Christ’s way. The voice 
may be hard to hear over the clamoring of the powerful.  But this Advent, may we open 
our ears to hear. 
 


