
 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, CONGREGATIONAL 
      217 E. Liberty St.   Medina, Ohio 44256    330-725-4559    www.uccmedina.org 

 

***Assisted Listening Devices Available – Please Ask Your Usher*** 
 

LIVE STREAMING OF THE SANCTUARY SERVICE IS AVAILABLE AT UCCMEDINA.ORG 
 

• Summer Sunday School is available for ages 3 through those entering 3rd grade 
 

 

 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God has No Limits”  
 

*Those who are able please stand 
 

THE 8:15 SERVICE 

 
PRELUDE     “Canon of Peace (Dona Nobis Pacem)” – Jeffrey Honoré                         

Jennifer Cochran, flute; Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 
WELCOME  

Leader: Good morning, Church! We are Medina, United Church of Christ, Congregational, and no 
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey 

People: You are welcome here. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  We gather to remember and ring out. 
People: We gather to remember and ring out. 
Leader: To face our grief. 
People: To heal. 
Leader: To stand in bewilderment of this day. 
People: To cry out to our God. 
Leader: To follow the way of Jesus. 
People: To seek guidance from the Holy Spirit. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  

   NETTLETON   8.7.8.7.D. 
Robert Robinson, 17589, alt.           Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 

 

 

http://www.uccmedina.org/


 
 

 
 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer, The Lord’s Prayer      
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.              
                          

SCRIPTURES  1 Timothy 1:12-17   (N.T. pg. 199) and Exodus 32:7-14 (O.T. pg. 75)                                             
 
SERMON  “Peace”                                 Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 
HYMN                                         “Amazing Grace”         NEW BRITAIN   CM 

John Newton, 1779; st. 4. anonymous                                                                               Virginia Harmony, 1831; harm. Edwin O. Excell, 1900 
 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 



PRAYER OF BEWILDERMENT 
Leader: Out of a cloudless September sky, tragedy flew into our lives. We have never been the  
  same. 
People: In those first moments, we thought it was an accident.  
Leader: We wanted to believe that this was not done on purpose. We were wrong.  
People: Worse, still Oh God, those who did the deed used your name.  
 

Leader: Lamb of God, 
People: You take away the sins of the world. 

Have mercy on us. 
Grant us peace. 
 

Leader: For the unbearable toil of our sinful world, 
People: We plead for remission. 
Leader: For the terror visited upon us and our children and our children’s children, 
People: We plead for your comfort. 
Leader: For the terror we have visited upon others using this day as an excuse, 
People: We plead for your forgiveness and transformation. 
Leader: For the scandalous message of “Love your enemies” 
People: We plead for resurrection and courage. 
 

Leader: Lamb of God, 
People: You take away the sins of the world. 

Have mercy on us. 
Grant us peace. 
Come Holy Spirit, and heal all that is broken I our lives, in our streets and in or world. 
In the name of the Maker, Sustainer, Redeemer. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING SONG                                           “Peace Like a River”     
 African-American spiritual                PEACE LIKE A RIVER   7.7.10 

 

 



 
 

*ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

8:46 am – American Airlines Flight 11 hits the North Tower of the World Trade Center 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            “God Be with You” 
           God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
           With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 

 
MEDITATION MUSIC    “Jesus, Remember Me” – Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taizé 

© 1981 Les Presses de Taizé; used by permission of GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Jennifer Cochran, flute; Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 

THE GATHERING SERVICE 
 

9:03 am – United Airlines Flight 175 hits the South Tower of the World Trade Center 
 
*PRAYER FOR HEALING 

Leader: In the name of the Creator, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we enjoin your divine 
mercies. 

People: Lord, why do we suffer? Why do we hurt? 
Leader: Shall our only answer be the eternal abyss of the cosmos? 
People: Shall our only answer be the whirlwind of unknowing which surrounded Job? 
Leader: Why do the wicked flourish while the righteous waste away? 
 

Leader: I am left speechless, left with the words,  
People: “I will trust in you, my God.” 
 

Leader: God, we ask for the sending of your healing Spirit, who came to us through Jesus, as he 
breathed upon his disciples. 

People: Spirit gather your people. Warm us by the fire of your divine presence, 
And by knowing your closeness, we are healed from our cares and troubles. 

 

Leader: Anoint the chaplains among us.  
People: May we heed the prophets you have sent to us.  May we heed our own call you have 

placed upon our lives, to be co-creators. Agents of your kingdom. Carriers of the 
Good News to proclaim to others. Heal our wounded hearts made heavy by our 
sorrow. And give us the words to speak on your behalf. 
For the healing of the nations. Amen. 



*A RECALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  We gather to remember and ring out. 
People: We gather to remember and ring out. 
Leader: To face our grief. 
People: To heal. 
Leader: To stand in bewilderment of this day. 
People: To cry out to our God. 
Leader: To follow the way of Jesus. 
People: To seek guidance from the Holy Spirit. 

 
*OPENING SONG                                         “Cry Out to Jesus”                    CCLI Song # 4586106 

Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell,                     © 2005 Kobalt Music Copyrights SARL 
Mark D. Lee, Tai Anderson                      (Admin. by Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc.) 

 
To everyone who’s lost someone they love  
Long before it was their time 
You feel like the days you had were not enough 
When you said goodbye. 
And to all of the people with burdens and pains 
Keeping you back from your life 
You believe that there’s nothing  
and there is no one 
Who can make it right 
  
There is hope for the helpless,  
rest for the weary 
And love for the broken heart 
There is grace and forgiveness,  
mercy and healing 
He’ll meet you wherever you are. 
Cry out to Jesus, Cry out to Jesus.  
  
For the marriage that’s struggling just to hang on 
They lost all of their faith in love 
They’ve done all they can to make it right again, 
Still it’s not enough 

For the ones who can’t break  
the addictions and chains 
You try to give up but you come back again 
Just remember that you’re not alone in your 
shame And your suffering.  
 
(Repeat chorus) 
  
When you’re lonely  
and it feel like the whole world is falling on you. 
You just reach out,  
you just cry out to Jesus.  
Cry to Jesus 
 
To the widow who suffers from being alone 
Wiping the tears from her eyes, 
For the children around the world  
without a home, 
Say a prayer tonight. 
  
(Repeat chorus) 

PASTORAL PRAYER  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURES  1 Timothy 1:12-17   (N.T. pg. 199) and Exodus 32:7-14 (O.T. pg. 75)                   



SERMON  “Peace”                                        Pastor Luke 
  

YOUR MOTHER AND MY MOTHER by the Sufi poet Hafiz 
Leader: Fear is the cheapest room in the house. I would like to see you living in better conditions, 
People: For your mother and my mother were friends. 
 

Leader: I know the Innkeeper in this part of the universe. 
People: Get some rest tonight, 
Leader: Come to my verse again tomorrow. 
People: We’ll go speak to the Friend together. 
 

Leader: I should not make any promises right now, 
But I know if you  

 Pray 
People: Somewhere in this world--- something good will happen. 
 

Leader: God wants to see more playfulness in your eyes 
People: For that is your greatest witness to Him. 
Leader: Your soul and my soul once sat together in the Beloved’s womb 

Playing footsie. 
 

People: Your heart and my heart are very, very old 
Friends. 

 

SONG                 “We Believe”     
CCLI Song # 6367165             Matthew Hooper, Richie Fike & Travis Ryan

 © Integrity Worship Music, Integrity’s Praise! Music, Life Worship, Travis Ryan Music (all Admin. by Integrity Music) 

In this time of desperation
When all we know is doubt and fear
There is only one foundation
We believe we believe
In this broken generation
When all is dark You help us see
There is only one salvation
We believe we believe
 
We believe in God the Father 
We believe in Jesus Christ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
And He's given us new life 

We believe in the crucifixion 

We believe that He conquered death 

We believe in the resurrection 

And He's coming back again (We believe) 
 

 

So let our faith be more than anthems
Greater than the songs we sing
In our weakness and temptations
We believe we believe
 
Bridge 

Let the lost be found and the dead be raised 

In the here and now let love invade 

Let the church live loud our God will save 

We believe we believe 

And the gates of hell will not prevail 
For the pow'r of God has torn the veil 
Now we know Your love will never fail 
We believe we believe 

 
He's coming back again, He's coming back again
We believe we believe



COMMUNION  

LORD’S TABLE                             “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                                      CCLI Song # 93690 

Sy Miller & Jill Jackson                                                                  © 1955. Renewed 1983 Jan-Lee Music 
 

Let there be peace on earth And let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on earth The peace that was meant to be 

With God as our Father Brothers all are we 
Let me walk with my brother In perfect harmony 

 

Let peace begin with me Let this be the moment now 
With ev'ry step I take Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment And live each moment In peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth And let it begin with me 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

 9:59 am – South Tower Collapses 
~ Silence is held ~ 

 

 10:03 am – United Airlines Flight 93 crashes into the ground near Shanksville, PA 
 
 PRAYER OF BLESSING 

Leader: Holy and Gracious Mystery,  
People: Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
Leader: Redeemer of Every Soul, 
People: Your grace and mercy are a mystery to us.  Your ways are higher than ours. 
Leader: Widen our hearts, 
People: Strengthen our voices, 
Leader: As we call for peace, 
People: Justice, 
Leader: Mercy, 
People: Grief, 
Leader: Strengthen our hands as we work toward the coming of your kingdom, 
People: That your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Leader: Bless the lives lost on this day. 
People: Bless the families who know grief first hand. 
Leader: Bless all our first responders who run toward danger, not away. 
People: Keep all people in your care. 
Leader: That we might see one another not as an enemy, 
People: But as a fellow child of yours, Holy One. 
Leader: Bless us as we seek your blessing for others. 
People: This day and everyday. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

REFLECTION 



INTERIM MUSIC                Jennifer Cochran, flute; Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 

10:28 a.m.  – North Tower Collapses 
 

THE 10:30 SERVICE 
 

PRELUDE “Canon of Peace (Dona Nobis Pacem)” – Jeffrey Honoré                          Alleluia Ringers 
 
RE-CENTERING AND LAMENT 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*OPENING HYMN                    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                       
   NETTLETON   8.7.8.7.D. 

Robert Robinson, 17589, alt.           Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



*A RECALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  We gather to remember and ring out. 
People: We gather to remember and ring out. 
Leader: To face our grief. 
People: To heal. 
Leader: To stand in bewilderment of this day. 
People: To cry out to our God. 
Leader: To follow the way of Jesus. 
People: To seek guidance from the Holy Spirit. 
 

*HYMN                      “Softly and Tenderly” 
Words & Music: Will L. Thompson                          THOMPSON   11.7.11.7. with refrain 
 

1st verse sung by Sam Lindon; please join in singing verses 2 & 3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
SCRIPTURES  1 Timothy 1:12-17   (N.T. pg. 199)              Pam Branscome, Liturgist 

Exodus 32:7-14 (O.T. pg. 75)                  
 

MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD                                     Stacie Yates               

The Lord’s Prayer                                            
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer 
 

SERMON   “Peace”                                           Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 
REFLECTION HYMN     “Amazing Grace”                                                    NEW BRITAIN   CM 

John Newton, 1779; st. 4. anonymous                                                                              Virginia Harmony, 1831; harm. Edwin O. Excell, 1900 
 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 
PRAYER OF BEWILDERMENT 

Leader: Out of a cloudless September sky, tragedy flew into our lives. We have never been the  
  same. 
People: In those first moments, we thought it was an accident.  
Leader: We wanted to believe that this was not done on purpose. We were wrong.  
People: Worse, still Oh God, those who did the deed used your name.  
 

Leader: Lamb of God, 
People: You take away the sins of the world. Have mercy on us. Grant us peace. 

 

Response continues on next page 



Leader: For the unbearable toil of our sinful world, 
People: We plead for remission. 
Leader: For the terror visited upon us and our children and our children’s children, 
People: We plead for your comfort. 
Leader: For the terror we have visited upon others using this day as an excuse, 
People: We plead for your forgiveness and transformation. 
Leader: For the scandalous message of “Love your enemies” 
People: We plead for resurrection and courage. 
 

Leader: Lamb of God, 
People: You take away the sins of the world.  

Have mercy on us. 
Grant us peace. 
Come Holy Spirit, and heal all that is broken I our lives,  
in our streets and in or world. 
In the name of the Maker, Sustainer, Redeemer.  
Amen. 

 
*CLOSING SONG                                           “Peace Like a River”     
African-American spiritual               PEACE LIKE A RIVER   7.7.10 

 
 

 
 

 

 



*BENEDICTION 
Leader: Lord of All Nations and People, send us forth from here with a renewed commitment to 

your will and ways. 
People: Send us forth with a renewed love of our neighbor. 
Leader: We ask your blessing specifically on our first responders and veterans.  
People: For all those directly affected by the events of this day. 
Leader: May we go from here in the blessings of our Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer; One God of 

all. 
People: We follow the Prince of Peace, Jesus our Christ; in whose name we conspire 

community and plot peace. Amen. 
 

Please remain seated for “Jesus, Remember Me”. 
When you leave the sanctuary, please do so quietly. 

 
CHORAL MEDITATION                   “Jesus, Remember Me”                                    Chancel Choir 
-Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taizé; © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé; used by permission of GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
 

“More than Church on Sunday” 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under: 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #21333812 
 

 
 
 

Bulletin cover art: “Armored Peace Dove” by Banksy 
 
 
 
 

How you can give to UCC, Congregational… 
There is an offering plate by the East Room and by the tower doors if you feel led to deposit your envelope or 
an offering there. You can also give through our Realm app or text-to-give by texting 73256 and following 
the prompts. Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - email: luke@uccmedina.org 
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor – email: karen@uccmedina.org  

Ryan Collins, Ministerial Intern - ryan@uccmedina.org  
 

OFFICE STAFF 
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - email: office@uccmedina.org 

Jeff Miller, Financial Director - email: jeff@uccmedina.org 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education – stacie@uccmedina.org  

Nicole Rubino, Co-Director of Youth – nicole@uccmedina.org  
Jennifer Cochran, Director of Music - jenny@uccmedina.org 

Cathy Fafrak, Organist – cathy@uccmedina.org  
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool – jen@uccmedina.org  

Rebecca Rosen, Nursery Supervisor 
Sharon Perry, Custodian 
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September 11, 2022 thru September 18, 2022  

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sun  Patriot Day - All 3 services in the Sanctuary 
 8:15 am Chapel Worship    
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
          10:30 am Traditional Worship    
 3:00 pm Leila Jindra Ordination 
 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 
 
Mon     7:00 pm WISE Team Meeting 
  
Tues     7:00 pm Bible Study 
  7:00 pm Worship Team Meeting 
     
Wed   10:30 am Quilters 
  6:15 pm Bell Choir rehearsal  
  6:30 pm Gathering Band rehearsal 
  7:00 pm DELTs Meeting 
  7:30 pm Choir rehearsal 
Thurs   
Fri         
 
Sat      4:00 pm Meet & Greet the Candidate 
            For Associate Youth & Mission Pastor 
 
Sun Candidate Sunday 
 8:15 am Chapel Worship    
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
 9:45 am Children & Youth Choir Meeting 
          10:30 am Traditional Worship    
 4:30 pm Youth Group Kick-Off 
    & Rock the Lot! 
 4:30 pm Men’s Group 
 

YOU ARE INVITED… 
…to the ordination of Leila Jindra, TODAY, 
September 11th at 3 pm in our sanctuary.  Clergy 
are welcomed and encouraged to robe. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST IS BACK! 
Our men’s fellowship breakfasts will meet the first 
Tuesday of every month at 8:00 a.m. at Buehlers 
on River Styx. All men of the church are invited. 
No reservations are required. 

 
Worship Highlights: 8:15 am, 9:00 & 10:30 am 

 

Scriptures: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 & Exodus 32:7-14 
 

Sermon: “Peace” 
 

   Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 

Communion Table:  The flowers are given by  
Jen Cockrell in memory of her father, Gordon 
Cockrell. 
 
 

PLAN TO ATTEND  
CANDIDATE SUNDAY-  
WE NEED YOUR VOTE 

September 17th 4-6 pm 
Meet the Candidate, Meghan Malone 

 

September 18th 
we’ll have CANDIDATE SUNDAY! 

 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 
Join us for our upcoming New Member classes! 
We believe anyone is welcome to gather with us, 
but there is something special about making a 
deeper commitment to contribute to what God is 
doing in and through Medina UCC – and these 
classes are a great place for us to cast this 
vision, hear your story, and help you take the 
next step to commit to calling UCC your church 
home. 
Join us for our next New Member classes on 
Monday September 19th and 26th at 7 pm in the 
new library. New Members will join the church on 
Sunday, October 2nd. 
You may contact the church office at 330-725-
4559 or register here through REALM. 
 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  

 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWZiYmQ0NDUtZTc0NC00MDYxLWE1NzYtYWVlYzAwZjkzNDIy
http://www.uccmedina.org/live


HOST COFFEE HOUR  
Coffee Hour will resume on Sunday, September 11th 
after the 10:30 am service.  Please pick a date and 
consider hosting Coffee Hour by signing up on the 
calendar by the East Room Hallway.  Never hosted 
before?  No worries!  A week prior to your coffee hour 
date, you will receive a letter specifying your hosting 
responsibilities, and a Caring Team member will call 
you to ask if you should have any questions.  A 
Caring Team member will also be available on the 
Sunday you host. Hosting is to be simple with coffee, 
tea, punch, and your choice of pastries, donut holes, 
or cheese and crackers.  Coffee Hour is meant to 
entice people of all ages to stay and mingle with each 
other.  It’s good old-fashioned hospitality, welcoming 
long-term members, and new visitors alike.  So, 
would you please consider hosting one Sunday? 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH CHOIR 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

Calling all children, teenagers, and parents! We will 
have an informational meeting on September 18th at 
9:45 am so we can talk about the plan for the 
Children & Youth Choir. I’m excited to see the talent 
of our young people at UCC Medina! We’ll have some 
donuts and juice on hand for all, we’ll talk a bit, sing a 
bit, and get energized about bringing some great 
music to our services from the kids and teens of the 
church! The Children & Youth choir will meet regularly 
on Sundays and sing bi-monthly to start out, building 
up to a musical offering once a month! Please email 
jenny@uccmedina.org with any questions.  
 

CIRCLE OF CARING GREETING 
CARDS OUTREACH 

Circle of Caring is very pleased to announce the 
return of the Greeting Card Table Outreach after a 
two-year hiatus due to Covid.  The Greeting Card 
Outreach is about keeping in touch each week with 
our most senior-aged (80+) church membership and 
our church family-at-large by sending Happy Birthday 
(80+), Get Well, Thinking of You, and Sympathy 
cards. These cards are signed each week by YOU, 
their church family.  Each week’s cards are on 
display on the table in the East Room.  It doesn’t 
matter which service you attend; you are highly 
encouraged to stop by the table and sign the 
cards every Sunday. 

HELP WANTED 
Come experience the miracle of breadmaking- 
see a blob of white dough be transformed into 
a golden loaf of bread! 
Many of you have answered your door to find 
a delivery of a warm loaf of bread from Medina 
UCC Breadmakers. You may have been a 
visitor of the church, experienced a health 
issue or hospitalization, grieved over the death 
of a loved one, rejoiced in the birth of a child 
or were a shut-in who needed to be 
remembered.  Feedback assures us it brings 
you a warm feeling of love and caring by your 
church. 
Carolee Rafn and I have had the joy of helping 
provide this experience for over twenty years. 
We’ve been supported by many other church 
members over the years but now find we are 
in need of more help to keep this project 
going. 
Breadmaking is done on the 3rd Monday of the 
month and we start at 1:00 pm.  Mixing and 
kneading the dough, a real stress reliever, is 
the first step. After it rises, it is shaped into 
loaves to rise again to be ready for the oven.  
Cards for recipients are addressed and 
attached to maps for delivery.  Carrier 
containers are made with foil and cardboard.  
At 4:15 pm, delivery people pick up the bread, 
usually 2-3 loaves each, and deliver it to 
people designated on the cards. 
Washing dishes is done as needed. We had 
one person who wasn’t physically able to 
knead bread but was our #1 dishwasher at 
one time. 
You can volunteer for any part of this process 
or for the whole session depending on your 
availability.  Tasks can easily be divided into 
groups. 
Please contact Carolee Rafn (330-952-0258) 
or Shirley Krcmar (216-272-2926) to let us 
know how you can help. If this project is going 
to continue, we need more volunteers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenny@uccmedina.org


 

2022-2023 YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF & ROCK THE LOT! 
Whether you are joining for the first time or returning for another year we are excited to welcome you!  
 

Youth Group is for 3rd grade through 12th grade. We always meet on the 1st and the 3rd Sundays of the 
month. We typically meet from 4:30-6:00, however we do alter the time on occasion depending on what we 
are doing.  We will start September 18th and go up until May 21st.  
Our kickoff will be September 18th so mark your calendars. I will always send out an email reminder the 
Sunday before Youth Group meets with the details. I will also post a reminder on Facebook Medina UCC 
Families.  
 

The fee for Youth Group is $20 per youth.  This helps with snacks, meals, supplies and helps offsets the 
cost of outings.  This year we have made it easy for you to pay your fees through REALM. I provided 
the REALM link down below as well as a QR code. If you prefer to pay by check, make them payable 
to: Medina UCC.  We prefer not to take cash as it is hard to keep track of who has paid.  
 

Along with your $20 fee I also need to collect Youth Group Registration and Medical Release forms. 
You can also find them on REALM for download to print or I will have some in the office for you to pick up.  
You may place them in my mailbox in the office or bring them with you on September 18th. ** Fees and 
Forms should only be returned to me** 
 

If you know of a family or someone that would like to join Youth Group please provide them with my email 
so they can contact me! 
 

Mark your calendar for September 18th at 4:30 for our annual Youth Group kickoff and keep an eye out for 
the details coming soon! We look forward to seeing all of our youth! If you have any questions or concerns 
let me know. 
 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/YouthRegistrations 
 
Blessings,  
Nicole Rubino 
330-990-2916 / nicole@uccmedina.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://onrealm.org/uccmedina/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MmMzYTFjYTItMDU3MS00YjI4LThmMGItYWVmYzAxMjAyNzZi
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MEET THE CANDIDATE FOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF YOUTH AND 
MISSION: MEGHAN MALONE! 

 
Meet our Candidate for the Associate Pastor for Youth and Mission, Meghan Malone! I am very excited for 
you to meet and work with Meghan! From the minute we saw her resume I knew she would be a good fit, 
and I was so excited to meet this person! When it all shook out she had the best educational background 
for this specific, and very important position. She asked a question that really stirred my soul during one of 
the many interviews—she wanted to know how we approach mission. She shared that when white 
countries supply impoverished countries with mosquito nets, in reality it harms those local economies by 
undercutting entrepreneurs who sell these nets for a living in that area. What an educated and holistic look 
into our interconnected and very complex world!  
On the UCC Civil Right Pilgrimage I attended in June, I did a bit of detective work, just asking if any of the 
pastors had heard of Meghan. I heard only glowing reports from anyone who knew her. And because they 
had no idea WHY I was asking about her they gave me unvarnished answers. I am thrilled we are giving 
this treasure of Meghan to current and future young people of our church as well as our mission partners. I 
can’t wait to see what our church family does alongside Meghan!  
Meghan's Candidate Weekend will include a "Meet the Candidate" event on Saturday, September 
17th, from 4-6 PM in Fellowship Hall. We’ll have pizza and snacks on hand for this event. Then she will 
preach at all three services on Sunday, September 18th and we will vote by paper ballot. If we have a 
majority vote, Meghan will then start the very next day, Monday, September 19th to start building up our 
youth and mission.   
…And our service now begins. -Julie Gilliland 

 
 

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@uccmedina.org


 

September 11, 2022 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Faith Formation Sunday 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Growing in God's Love 

 
The COVID pandemic brought unavoidable change to everything, including our 
churches. Change can be difficult and one area of change that is especially challenging 
for many churches is in the area of faith formation. Recalling the “good old days” of over-
full Sunday School rooms and thriving Vacation Bible School programs may seem 
preferable to facing today’s reality. 
 
If your community is mourning the changes that have been thrust upon it, remember 
that most congregations also have the opportunity to choose how to change in the 
future. Even as we look back at what was, we can ground ourselves in the hope and joy of 
what is now. Now, more than ever, our world needs the United Church of Christ and our 
unique voice. How might that unique voice be expressed in all areas of your life, including 
in your children’s faith formation program? 
 
If you are still using a pre-pandemic curriculum, it might be time to take stock and 
choose a change in your Sunday School or other children’s programming. As you do, take 
your time and make sure that this change is thoughtful. 
 
Ask yourselves: What age children are part of your community now? How might you 
include families with children who are not able to attend worship services regularly in 
your curriculum plans? What is most important to emphasize with your congregation and 
children: Faith practices?  Knowledge of scripture? Discipleship? Current affairs and 
issues?  What is the best modality for your children and teachers: Art? Storytelling? 
Detailed lesson plans? Asking these questions and more will guide you towards the plan 
or program that will serve your children and your congregation in the present moment 
and into the future. 
 
There are several excellent guides to a wide variety of Christian education curriculum 
online. The most comprehensive is compiled yearly by Episcopal priest Sharon Ely 
Pearson on her blog “Rows of Sharon”.  Look around! The change you can choose is just 
around the corner! 


