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K/: \[ Medina UCCC's WISE Covenant calls us to welcome, include, support, and engage those with
' neurodiverse mental health experiences. In Metamorphosis, we affirm that all people—
#ﬂkPHﬁS\% regardless of ability—are created in God’s image and called to ministry. As the Body of
AWISE Series Christ, we walk together in love, breaking stigma and embracing each person’s unique gifts.

Through Scripture, we'll explore transformation, resilience, and God'’s work in every life.

*Those who are able please stand

RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE  “How Can | Keep From Singing?” —ar. Barbara Boertje Cathy Fafrak, Piano
WELCOME

PASSING OF THE PEACE

*OPENING HYMN “I'm So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me"” I'M SO GLAD
African American traditional arr. Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Je-sus ift-ed me. I'm so glad Je-sus lift-ed me,
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sing-in”  Glo-ry, Hal-le-lu

jah, Je-sus lift-ed me!

2. Satan had me bound: Jesus lifted me. ..
3. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. ..

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Today we celebrate the Ascension of Christ.
Praise Jesus for showing us how to rise above!
Today we celebrate the beginning of Pride month.
Praise God for love which none can take away!
Today we celebrate the Lord’s supper.
Praise the Spirit for communion with God and each other!



SPECIAL MUSIC “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” —arr. Brant Adams Sara Shubeck, flute
SCRIPTURE Acts 16:16-34 (N.T. pg. 128) Deb Waldron, Liturgist

POET OF THE SEASON: Bright Eyes. Jejune Stars. Track 3 on The People’s Key. Saddle Creek Records, 2011.
Every new day is a gift, it's a song of redemption
Any expression of love is the way to return
To that place that | think of so often, but now never mention
The one the voice in the back of my head says that | don't deserve.

COMMUNAL PRAYER
God who crafted all things. You made us to love and be loved. Help us to resist the forces that
turn us against each other. Show us how to set each other free, to break the systems that are

breaking us, and to connect in ways we’ve never expected. We offer this prayer to the One who
shakes prison foundations and liberates the captive. Amen.

MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD Stacie Yates

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer

SERMON “Prison Break” Rev. Meghan Malone
COMMUNION HYMN “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” THE CALL 7.7.7.7.
George Herbert, 1633 Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1911
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1. Come, my  Way, my Truth, my  Life: Such a
2. Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a
3. Come, my  Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a
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1. way as gives us breath; Such a truth as ends all
2. light asshows a feast; Such a feast as mends in
3. joy as none can move; Such a love as none can
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1. strife; Such a life as kill - eth death.
2. length; Such a strength as makes his guest.

3. part; Such a heart as joys in love.



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. You do not need to be a member of the United Church of Christ to
partake in the Holy Sacrament. All bread served is gluten free.

Invitation to the Table
Beloveds, God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the ascended and cosmic Christ.
We give thanks to our creating, redeeming, and liberating God.
For breath and for the spark of life.
For love that is woven into who we are.
For hope that saves us and shows us the way.

The Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY UCC Medina
There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there. You e
can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to
73256. You can also give through VENMO. Thank you for your prayerful consideration!

Offering Invitation
It is a creative and hope-filled act to invest in the community of God we are
building together. Whether you show up for the church with your time, strengthen the church
with your tithes, or bless the church through your talents, we are grateful for you, and we
cherish the gifts that you share here. So let us rise and sing...

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)
Praise God, the Source of life and birth;
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame;
All glory, honor to God’s Name! Amen.

*Give Thanks
Broken bread and cup poured out, we thank you for nourishing us today. In heart soul and
mind may we be renewed with your Spirit and rejoice in the abundance of your saving grace.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” LINSTEAD L.M. with refrain
Fred Kaan, 1975; alt. © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Jamaican folk song; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1975
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Je-sus lives  a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a-bound!

*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION
Go and prepare to welcome someone new to your table.
Each day we can include more people than before!
Go and build systems of support and not suppression.
We will engage with making life on Earth as it is in Heaven!
Go in peace knowing that you are called to make a difference,
In all the ways we can, in all the places we can, for as long as we can. Amen!

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “God Be with You”
God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you;
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you 'til we meet again.

*POSTLUDE "“Be Joyful in the Lord!” — Marc Jordan Cathy Fafrak, Organ
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Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under:
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338



PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - luke@uccmedina.org
Rev. Meghan Malone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Mission - meghan@uccmedina.org
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor — karen@uccmedina.org

OFFICE STAFF
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - office@uccmedina.org
Pete Metzloff, Finance Director - pete@uccmedina.org

PROGRAM STAFF
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education — stacie@uccmedina.org
Tracy Gabrielsen, Director of Music — tracy@uccmedina.org
Cathy Fafrak, Organist & Office Assistant — cathy@uccmedina.org

Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool and Children’s Choir — jen@uccmedina.org
Jack Sharpe, Maintenance & Custodian
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THE PILGRIM MESSENGER
JUNE 1, 2025

“WELCOMING, LOVING, SERVING, WHERE GOD HAs NoO LIMITS.
MORE THAN CHURCH ON SUNDAY!”

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live

June 1 thru June 8, 2025
WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sun 8:15am Chapel Worship
9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Jesus Vibes

Mon Cook for Cups
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
5:00 pm Kids Book Club

Tues

Wed 10:30 am Quilters
6:30 pm Gathering Band Rehearsal

Thurs 6:30 pm Bible Study

Eri  6:00 pm Ice Cream Social on the Square
Sat
Sun 8:15am Chapel Worship

9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Jesus Vibes

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9 & 10:30 am
Scripture: Acts 16:16-34

Sermon: “Prison Break”: Rev. Meghan Malone

Communion Table: No one signed up to sponsor
flowers today. If you would like to sponsor an
arrangement, there are still two Sundays available
in July, one in August and one in October. The sign-
up sheet is in the East Room hallway.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH
OFFERING - JUNE 8™

Join us for the Ice Cream Social on Friday, June 6"
on the Square! We will be serving Ice Cream and
other goodies before the band concert from 6-8 pm.
If you would like to help, we could still use some
help setting up and cleaning up! We can always use
cookies and brownies as well. Please drop them in
the kitchen by noon on Friday, June 6%,

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Just a reminder: the next Men’s Breakfast will be
on Monday, June 2" at Buehler's River Styx at
8:00 am. All men of the church are invited. We
hope to see you there!

Strengthen the Church Offering supports the
expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local
congregations. Your support of this offering helps
the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just
world for all by investing in new ministries and
practices that meet the emerging needs of local
communities. As God calls our congregations to be
the church in new ways, your generosity will plant
new churches, awaken new ideas in existing
churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth
and young adults. We hope you will continue to
sustain this work by giving generously to this
offering on Pentecost, June 8.

JUNE MONTHLY DONATION

We will be collecting bags of sugar, creamer cups,
to-go coffee cups with lids, and canned meals with
pull tabs (ex: SpaghettiOs or soups). Please place
your donations for the Mission Team in the marked
bins across from the elevator by the Mission table.

Also, Meijer is helping to support Feeding Medina
County by offering $10 Meijer Simply Give donation
cards which can be purchased at the time of
checkout through the end of June. If purchased on
June 14th it is a double donation day!!


http://www.uccmedina.org/live

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

My name is Josh Swantek. | am an eighth-grade student at Buckeye Jr. High School and a member of
Boy Scout Troop 500. | am working on attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. The service project that
I am working on is to build a table to house all the donations that come into the church for the Mission
Team. It will be a permanent fixture and will replace the existing plastic table opposite the elevator in the
welcoming area. The table will have space to display information about our church’s missions and will
have space to collect and store the items that the Mission Team collects.

| need to raise approximately $900. Any funds that | raise beyond what is needed to complete this
project will be directed to the church. If you would like to help me raise money for this project, | would
very much appreciate it. You may send a check to the church payable to “Boy Scout Troop 500” and write
“Joshua Swantek Eagle Project”’ in the memo line. Please either send this to the church office, or to my
home at 898 Bunker Hill, Medina, OH 44256. Thank you for your consideration!

MISSION UPDATE

The Missions Team would like to thank you all for your help which allows our church to have excellent
outreach in our community. That outreach is far reaching and very appreciated by all who benefit from
your willingness to give of your time, donations, and prayers. We will be taking the summer off, so this
will be a report of what we know is upcoming. As of right now:

April: Easter bags for children with incarcerated parents, Pinwheels and the pinwheel walk, Children’s
Center Clean up, and organizing volunteers to help with meals for Next Step Up Shelter

May: Shepherd’s Fund assistance to someone greatly in need of housing assistance

June: Val's Crew to help with summer jobs and Josh Swantek for his Eagle Scout project, Cups Cafe
July: School Supplies

August: Amazon wish list for Next Step Up Shelter

Ride to Recovery: Though the ride is not during the summer, we will send our fundraiser donation in July
or August to be included in their printed materials.

Again, thank you for your generosity. The Missions Team feels blessed to work on your behalf and to
share the love you richly give.

MISSION SPOTLIGHT = SPRING 2025

This is a new, quarterly feature which highlights how your financial donations and volunteerism support
the important work of many of our local partners year-round!

Here is a note from one of them — our new Moderator Ellen Nolan of SPARK Medina: 2,099 kids joined
SPARK Medina to learn about local issues, the importance of helping others, and making a small but
meaningful impact locally. Additionally, 284 adults benefitted from these sessions, gaining insights into
hyper-local issues, the nonprofits addressing them, and how their families can contribute to change.

The Church’s support funds our youth group programming and enables us to self-fund and feed
marginalized youth during programs at Cups Café and the Let’'s Make a Difference program. It also allows
us to participate in public outreach events like Kids Day of Safety and Play, the Fall Festival, and visits to
community organizations.

We are proud of our UCCC youth group organizers for their warm welcome each semester, allowing us
to engage with our youth. We look forward to visiting Hope Recovery Farm to learn about recovery efforts
and continue creating a welcoming space in the children’s garden.



IT’'S A PARTY! CHOIR, BELLS, and BAND!

WHEN? Saturday, June 7 @ 5:00 p.m.
WHERE? Pam and Harry’'s 6480 Livia Lane, Medina 440-479-6814
Pam and Harry will supply meat, buns, soft drinks, and utensils. Let's potluck the rest. We hope to be

outside, so you might want to bring a lawn chair. Families welcome! Please sign up on the bulletin board
by the East Room.

CIRCLE OF CARING SUMMER CRAFTS ARE READY FOR DELIVERY

Visit the display table in the Welcome area. Please sign out a craft on the sheet provided and call
the recipient ahead to make arrangements for a delivery visit.
Thank you for delivering the craft, and for visiting. It is appreciated very much.

UPPER ROOMS AVAILABLE

Our church receives bi-monthly editions of “The Upper Room”, a daily devotional. Feel free to take one
home with you to enrich your prayer life. Large print copies are available, as well. Look for them near the
tower entrance and the chapel lobby.

The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 9 am — 3 pm MONDAY THRU THURSDAY; FRIDAY 9 am — 12 pm
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June 1, 2025
Seventh Sunday after Easter

Acts 16:16-34
Breaking Chains

As a young girl | participated in a living history camp, experiencing what life was like in 18th-
century America. There was butter churning, wool spinning and baking pies in beehive ovens. It
was fun until | went to the blacksmith shop to deliver water to the smithies.

There in the corner | spotted a strange animal trap. In my naivete, | asked what animal it was for.
My ears stung when | heard “*human.” It was a slave shackle. Before | knew it, the heavy metal
was placed in my hands, making my skin cringe. | dropped it, grabbed my water bucket and ran.

For the rest of the day, | couldn’t shake the shackle from my mind. How is it that God'’s children
can chain one another like that?

We would like to think slave trade is a closed chapter in our country’s history, but it is not as
human trafficking continues. And then there are the invisible chains of hate, fear and ignorance
that still hold others down. Yet at the heart of the Gospel is the undeniable truth of a chain-
breaking God whose love has the power to set all people free.

Just ask Paul and Silas about this great and liberating God.

After getting into trouble by proclaiming the message of a loving Savior for all, the men find
themselves arrested and imprisoned, with their feet placed in stocks. And so, they did the only
thing they knew they could — and should. They prayed and sang hymns to God. As their fellow
prisoners listened to them in disbelief something even more unbelievable happened. An
earthquake shook the ground, breaking not only the cell doors but the shackles as well. Paul,
Silas and the other prisoners were free. They chose, though, to remain, giving their testimony
of the God who broke their chains to the dumbstruck prison guard.

I still shudder when | think of that slave shackle in my young hands so long ago. | shudder even
more when | think of the invisible chains thatimprison us. And | wonder why our world is so quiet.
If praise to God is what it takes to break chains today, then why aren’t we praising more — and
more loudly? Why are so many painfully shuffling around in life with the only song echoing in
the streets is the clanging of their chains? Who will have the courage to sing to God in the dank
cells of uncertainty, fear and doubt? Who will dare to believe that those chains can indeed be
broken?

Chain-breaking God, listen to your children praying this day, asking for your liberating love to set
all those who are suffering and struggling free. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.



