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God's Orchard — Living the Fruit of the Spirit 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control..." — Galatians 5:22–23 
Each “fruit” is not a self-help project but a spiritual harvest that grows when we are 
rooted in God’s grace. We are not orchard owners — God is. We are trees planted 
in God’s garden, growing in love and bearing fruit for the sake of the world. 

Sundays through May 31, 2026 
 

 

*Those who are able please stand 
 

PRELUDE    “For the Beauty of the Earth” – W.H. Monk/arr. Victor Labenske      Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 

WELCOME 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*OPENING SONG                                                 “Visioning Prayer”                                             
Words and music by Sharon Alberson. Written for Medina UCC © 2013. All rights reserved, Used by permission 

 

God, help us to be welcoming. God, help us to be loving. God, help us to see  
that serving you can lead us to a place full of grace with no limits where we can be free… 

To open our hands, welcoming, To open our heart, loving, 
To be more than church on Sunday, To live in the light from above; 

To celebrate in service and love. 
                     

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, people of God, into this place of welcome and grace.  
On this day, we gather to celebrate the gift of God’s kindness,  
kindness that nurtures, heals, and renews.  
 

We come seeking the Spirit who grows kindness in us.  
 

Today we offer special gratitude for those whose love has shaped us;  
mothers and mother-figures, caregivers, mentors, and all who have tended us  
with patience, gentleness, and hope. Their kindness reflects the heart of God.  
 

As God has been kind to us,  
steady, compassionate, and overflowing with mercy,  
so we open ourselves to become vessels of that same grace.  
 

Let kindness take root in us. Let kindness bear fruit among us.  
 

Let us worship the One  
whose lovingkindness endures forever!  
 

ANTHEM       “You Shall Love the Lord Your God” – Jay Rouse         Children’s Choir  
 



 
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE     Zechariah 7:9 (O.T. pg.831)                    Alice Metzloff, Liturgist   
 

PSALM RESPONSE                                                     Psalm 90  Antiphon: Johann Crüger; harm. Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Congregation reads the verses and sings the response where indicated (R.) 
 

 
 

16 Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. R. 
 

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands –  

O prosper the work of our hands!  R. 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE     Ephesians 4:32  (N.T. pg. 183)                  
 

*GOSPEL READING     Luke 6:27-36  (N.T. pg. 60)  
                 

*RESPONSE                                         “Gloria Patri”                                                     Henry T. Greatorex, 1851  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

JESUS VIBES VIDEO 
 

MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD             Stacie Yates 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                            
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer 
 

*PRAYER RESPONSE                                            “In the Lord”                                    
Words: Taizé Community; Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. © 2011, Les Presses de Taiz é, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

 

 

 



 
SERMON        “Killing It With Kindness” The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 
HYMN                “Help Us Accept Each Other”                                                     AURELIA   7.6.7.6.D. 
Fred Kaan, 1974; alt. © 1975, Hope Publishing Company                                                  Samuel S. Wesley, 1864 
 

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, God, among us. And bring us to believe 

we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
 

Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 

Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 

 

Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 

To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art. 

 

God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread. 
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 

renew us with your Spirit; God! Free us, make us one! 
 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there.   
You can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to 
73256.  You can also give through VENMO.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

 

Offertory Invitation 
The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness and self-
control.   
Against such things there is no law.   
Let us rise in body and spirit to sing praise to our God. 
 

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)  
Praise God, the Source of life and birth; Praise God, the Word, who came to earth; 

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s Name! Amen. 
 

*Thanksgiving  
Gracious and nurturing God,  
we give you thanks for the countless ways your kindness touches our lives.  
You meet us with compassion when we are weary,  
with gentleness when we are fragile,  
and with steadfast love that never lets us go.  



 
On this day, we thank you for the people who have shown us  
what kindness looks like in daily life;  
for mothers and those who mother in many forms,  
for caregivers, teachers, neighbors, and friends,  
whose patience, encouragement, and quiet acts of love  
have shaped our spirits and strengthened our steps.  
 

Bless the gifts we bring today;  
signs of gratitude for your kindness  
and commitments to embody that kindness in the world.  
May they support ministries that heal wounds, lift burdens,  
and speak love into lonely places.  
 

Grow in us a deeper kindness,  
that our lives may reflect the grace of Christ  
and bear good fruit in every season.   
In your holy name we pray. Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN                               “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                                               DIX   7.7.7.7.7.7. 
Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864                           Conrad Kocher, 1838;arr. William H. Monk, 1861 

 
 

 
 

 

 
*ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 
*BENEDICTION (Celtic Blessing, adapted)  

May the worship we’ve shared bless your heart and your soul.  
May it rise with our thanks to the God who is Three.  
May your troubles be less,  
And your blessings be more,  
And nothing but kindness  
Come through your door. Amen. 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            “God Be With You” 
           God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
           With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
 

*POSTLUDE    “Now Thank We All Our God, Op. 65, No. 20” – Sigfrid Karg-Elert/ed. J. Linker 
Cathy Fafrak, organ 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

***Please join us for Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall following the service*** 
Coffee Hour is hosted this week by Jane Watt & Cindy Rickly 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under: 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338 

 
 
 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister -  luke@uccmedina.org 

Rev. Meghan Malone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Mission - meghan@uccmedina.org 
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor –  karenb7777@aol.com  

 
OFFICE STAFF 

Cindy Korecky, Office Manager -  office@uccmedina.org;               
Pete Metzloff, Finance Director -  pete@uccmedina.org 

 
PROGRAM STAFF 

Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education – stacie@uccmedina.org 
Tracy Gabrielsen, Director of Music – tracy@uccmedina.org  

Cathy Fafrak, Organist & Office Assistant – cathy@uccmedina.org 
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool and Children’s Choir – jen@uccmedina.org 

Jack Sharpe, Maintenance & Custodian 
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May 10 thru May 17, 2026  
WEEK AT A GLANCE       

Sun     HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 
 Blake Donations Posted 
 8:15 am Chapel Worship 
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
   9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Children’s Choir 
  10:30 am Sanctuary Worship 
  10:30 am Jesus Vibes 
  10:30 am Teen Church   

 

Mon    6:00 pm Stewardship/Finance Team 
 

Tues    6:30 pm Hobby Horse Graduation 
 7:00 pm Worship Team    

  

Wed  10:30 am Quilters 
   6:30 pm Hobby Horse Graduation 
   6:30 pm Gathering Band  
  

Thurs   6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
   6:30 pm Bible Study  
Fri        
Sat      
Sun   Blake Donations Due 
              9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
          10:30 am ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL TEAM MEETING 
TO FOLLOW 

  10:30 am Jesus Vibes 
  10:30 am Teen Church   
        12:00 pm GARDEN PARTY   

“ROOTBEER” AND HYMNS 
Under the pergola 

         3:00 pm Vibes Video Crew 
           

SPRING CRAFT DELIVERY 
Visit the display in the Welcome Area.  Please sign 
out a craft. Call the recipient ahead to arrange a 
delivery visit.  Thank you. 

 

 
Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 am  
 

Scripture:  Zechariah 7:9, Ephesians 4:32 
& Luke 6: 27-36 

Sermon: “Killing it with Kindness” 
The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 

 
Communion Table:   The flowers on the 
communion table today are given by Alan 
Parkhurst in memory of his mother. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
Please plan to join us nest Sunday, May 17th at 

ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP @ 10:30 a.m. 

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL TEAM 
MEETING WILL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW  

WORSHIP 

Beer & Hymns in the Garden (Under the Pergola) 

will follow!  

 

FRIENDS IN NEED OFFERING 

Sunday, May 10th  
The Friends in Need Fund was established by the 
Mission Leadership Team in 2003 to provide 
financial assistance to Medina UCC members with 
basic living expenses. Please give generously to 
help our church family members. 
On Mother’s Day, we usually ask for donations to 
the Amanda Fund. However, due to the generosity 
of so many, the Amanda Fund is well funded at this 
time. The Mission Leadership Team has found that 
the Friends in Need Fund is in need of 
additional support, so we are seeking your 
donations for the Friends in Need Fund this 
Mother’s Day. Please consider a generous 
donation. 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  
 

http://www.uccmedina.org/live


 

MAY 
DONATION OF THE MONTH 

Help the Mission Team with their items of the 
month.  They include: 

• Sunscreen for the local little pantries 
We will also be collecting Blake families summer 
baskets items.  Suggestions are: 

• Sidewalk Chalk 

• Bubbles 

• Outdoor toys, balls (i.e. ball, frisbee, whiffle 
ball set, sprinkler, jump rope, any balls) 

• Art Supplies (crayons, drawing pads, 
mechanical pencils, markers, coloring books) 

• Beach Towel 

• Small Gift cards to fast food in walking 
distance (DQ, McDonalds, Taco Bell, 
Chipotle) 

• Hygiene Items 

• Popsicles/Freeze Pops (unfrozen) 

• Glow sticks 

• Big jar of peanut butter 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – 
Registration Deadline 5/15 

Come and join us for a week of 
investigative work. Through 
engaging Bible stories, 
interactive games, and fun 
challenges, we will discover how 
to follow in God’s footsteps. 
Truth Sleuths VBS is more than 
just fun, it’s a discovery of faith, friendship, and 
truth. Please, complete the form online (one per 
child) and return it plus the $20 registration ee for 
each child or $50 family maximum to the church 
office or Hobby Horse office by Friday, May 
15th. Please make checks payable to Medina UCC 
with VBS in the memo. If you have any questions, 
please call Stacie Yates (330-304-7877) or Jen 
Vilimonovic (330-722-1445). 

WHEN? June 8th – 11th from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
WHERE? Medina United Church of Christ,  
                Congregational 
WHO? Four years old-5th grade. 

 

REGISTER HERE!  or scan the QR code.                

                                           

ANNUAL REPORTS READY! 
The annual reports are ready for you to review 
prior to our Congregational Meeting next 
Sunday.  You may pick up your copy in the East 
Room or Fellowship Hall. You may also view it 
online on our website at www.uccmedina.org  
Please plan to join us next week for worship, 
meeting and “Root” Beer and Hymns under the 
pergola immediately following. 
 

HABITAT WALL BUILD JUNE 6th  
To kick off the construction of our church’s 
Habitat for Humanity house, we are hosting a 
Wall Build in our church parking lot on Saturday, 
June 6th! This is a great way to get involved 
directly, and no prior construction experience is 
necessary to help frame the walls of our new 
Habitat house. Please use the 
QR code to sign up. We look 
forward to seeing everyone 
there as we take this big step 
together! Contact Patrick Acurio 
through the church office with 
any questions. 
 

MEMORIAL DAY HELP 
NEEDED! 

On Memorial Day, May 25th, we’ll provide 
popcorn, lemonade and water to people 
attending the parade.  If you enjoy interacting 
with the community and having a great spot to 
watch the parade, please consider helping 
out.  We need people to help with set up (starting 
at 7:30 a.m.), bagging popcorn, pouring drinks 
during the parade, and clean-up at the end of the 
parade.  As we are very short staffed this year 
any and all help is greatly appreciated.  Please 
let Mary Bessick (bessickm@gmail.com) or the 
church office know if you are able to 
help.  Include contact information in case we 
need to reach out.  Questions can also be 
addressed to Mary. 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScF2vUEmYRkUf18CW24-kj4TDlowpVxnoacbzl9Ecn5pgLNqQ/viewform
http://www.uccmedina.org/
mailto:bessickm@gmail.com


 

NEW DATE - WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 
Hi friends! Our spring cleanup at The Children’s Center of Medina County has 
changed to Monday, May 18th at 4 p.m. 
Please consider helping if you’re available. Families are welcome and the work 
should take 60-90 minutes. Let me know if you have any questions.  
 Sign up here:  Outdoor Workday at The Children’s Center     Thank you! 
 
 

KIDZ CONNECTED GARAGE SALE 

GARAGE SALE FUNDRAISER DONATIONS are now being accepted for this sale 
(actual garage sale: June 18-20) To make a donation of any items (May 1-30) 
please contact Kidz Connected at 844-628-7290 or info@kidzconnected.org  

 
 

Give online at www.uccmedina.org/give 
 The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 

Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9 am – 3 pm MONDAY THRU THURSDAY; FRIDAY 9 am – 12 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4BADAF2DAAFC1-63697966-outdoor#/
mailto:info@kidzconnected.org
http://www.uccmedina.org/give
mailto:office@uccmedina.org


 

May 10, 2026 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

John 14:15-21  
Witness of Love 

 
When asked to sum up the Christian faith, Karl Barth, the Swiss Reformed theologian who 
published his multi-volume theological summa and magnum opus known as Church Dogmatics, 
did not reply with an equally extensive, deep-dive answer. Rather Barth was uncharacteristically 
short in his summation, replying simply, “The most profound truth I have ever known is this: Jesus 
loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  

Love. It is the heart of the Gospel, and it really is all we need in the world. Love is the very essence 
of God. So, when Jesus, before finally ending his post-resurrection Earthy tour to take his place at 
the right hand of God, tells his friends, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments,” he was 
pointing to the greatest commandment of all: To love one another.  

Loving others as Jesus loved was the very mandate he gave to the 12 who were gathered in the 
Upper Room on what we now observe as Maundy Thursday. In Latin, maundy means “mandate.” 
So, Jesus wasn’t suggesting but mandating that we love even when friends hurt and deceive us, 
just as Judas did after hearing Jesus speak those “love” words. Love through the betrayals. Love 
through the tears. Love through the gunk in life.  

How are we doing with being the great witnesses of love in the world these days? Is love just lip 
service or are our actions speaking louder than all-too empty sentiments? Are we loving with the 
unselfish and non-judgmental love of God? Are we letting the love of God infiltrate political 
camps, dismantle harmful ideologies and remove the hateful distrust of all those who look or think 
differently than us? For that, my friends, is the love Jesus speaks of. It’s a love he shows you and 
me — always. It’s time we start witnessing to that kind of love.  

Holy and Ever-Present God, may this day we become the powerful witnesses to Your love, caring for 
others as Your Son taught us by feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, befriending the lonely, 
tending the sick, and visiting those who are imprisoned. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) 


