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‘ s | TRUTH SLEUTHS: Following God’s Footsteps
v / In this part of summer, we follow the holy traces of a God who is always
| already near. In the spirit of our VBS journey, Truth Sleuths: Following
¢ God's Footsteps, we listen for grace in the rustle of mystery, in the
questions we carry, and in the love that keeps finding us. Ephesians
» \'—3 1:11 tells us that in Christ we have received an inheritance, woven into
the purpose of the One who is gathering all things into mercy and
meaning. We come not as strangers to God's story, but as beloved

SLEUTHS

FOLLOWING GOD'S FOOTSTEPS

participants in it.
Through this series we will learn to notice the footprints of divine presence in the mystery of God, the mystery
of self, the mystery of neighbor, and the mystery of us. Sundays through July 5, 2026

*Those who are able please stand

PRELUDE "“Prelude on a Folk Tune” — Gilbert M. Martin Cathy Fafrak, Organ
WELCOME

PASSING OF THE PEACE

*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on a meme from Bixby Knolls Christian Church)

God, we give you thanks that you are for us!

God is for everyone!

Well, except for those people...

Wait. What? Who?!

You know the ones.

No, not really.

Well, the bible is clear that Moabites are bad. (Deuteronomy 23)

Ruth was a Moabite and the grandmother of King David.

People from Uz are evil! (Jeremiah 25)

Where even is Uz?! Is that by Brunswick?

Job was the most blameless man on the planet!

God's people hate Samaritans.

Today we will hear Jesus tell a story that shows not all Samaritans were bad.
May this call to worship remind us that while we often begin with prejudice, discrimination, &

animosity;
The Spirit moves God's people toward openness, welcome, inclusion, acceptance, &
affirmation.

*OPENING HYMN " Woke Up This Morning” WOKE UP THIS MORNING Irr.

African American traditional African American spiritual, arr. Jeffrey Radford, 1993
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*DAILY PRAYER
Holy and Gracious Mystery, this worship is about the mystery of our neighbor;
Yet we confess we often do not consider the others in our lives; We have them all figured
out. Our aunt who is a loony lefty; Our crazy conservative uncle;
Our dad who is into woodworking; Our mom who likes to knit;
Our neighbors who have too many weeds in their yard;
We state these feelings like they're facts.
We act as if these labels can capture the whole person.
Surprise us again with the gifts you have placed right beside us in the pew.
In the name of Jesus who always looked beyond the label, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Luke 10:25-37 (N.T. pg. 67) Deb Waldron, Liturgist

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Come Sunday” — Duke Ellington Jerry Mason, soloist

© 1963, 1966 Tempo Music Publications, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). Used with permission

MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD Stacie Yates
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer

PRAYER RESPONSE “Holy Ground” HOLY GROUND Irr.

Words and music by Geron Davis | © 1983 Meadowgreen Music Co. (a div. of The Sparrow Corp.)/Songchannel Music; all rights reserved; used by permission

We are standing on holy ground, and | know that there are angels all around;
Let us praise Jesus now, we are standing in his presence on holy ground.

SERMON  "“The Mystery of You"” Rev. Meghan Malone
HYMN “The Church of Christ In Every Age” WAREHAM LM
Fred Pratt Green, 1969 William Knapp, 1738
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INVITATION TO GENEROSITY ucc Me[dina

There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there. S E e E

You can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to ,,;r:';%&"'*

73256. You can also give through VENMO. Thank you for your prayerful consideration! A _;u_
e

Offertory Invitation
You will never look into the eyes of someone God does not love!

May we pray and consider the gifts of our time, talent, and treasure for the
common good and the building of Christ’s beloved community.
Let us rise in body or spirit to sing praise to our God!

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)
Praise God, the Source of life and birth; Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s Name! Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Jesus, you commanded us to love one another as you have loved us. We've been doing a
shabby job as of late. Help us refocus and engage in the mission of loving others. Even our
enemies. For that’s what you did. And that is the path we have chosen to follow. Keep

us on your narrow way. In your holy name we pray. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN “Won't You Let Me Be Your Servant” SERVANT SONG 8.7.8.7.
Words and music by Richard Gillard, 1977; words altered; arr. Betty Carr Pulkingham, 1977, adapt.
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*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION
Go now with holy curiosity.
The person beside you is more than a label,
and more than the story you think you already know.
We shall depart slower to judge,
quicker to listen,
and more ready to love.
And may the grace of Christ
teach us to see one another as neighbors.
Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE "God Be With You”
God be with you 'til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you;
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you 'til we meet again.

* POSTLUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” —J. Walther/ed. J. Linker Cathy Fafrak, Organ

B o S A B

***There is no coffee hour for the summer months. Watch for signups in August and join us again in the fall!

B kI R A L R e e e T

Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under:
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338

ONA Statement

“We, the congregation of Medina United Church of Christ, Congregational seek to be followers of Jesus
Christ, taking as our own his example of extravagant welcome and love of all people. As an Open and
Affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ, we welcome into our fellowship persons of all races,
ethnicities, nationalities, abilities or disabilities, genders, gender identities or expression, sexual
orientations, age, socioeconomic status, marital status or family structure, religious background, physical
health, mental health, or any other life circumstance. All are invited to participate in the full life, ministry,
leadership, worship, fellowship, and rites and sacraments of the church. In the living of these values, we
hope to more fully follow Christ’'s commandment to love our neighbor and to create a safe space where love
abounds.”

Approved by unanimous congregational vote May 19, 2024



THE PILGRIM MESSENGER
JUNE 21, 2026

“WELCOMING, LOVING, SERVING, WHERE GOD HAsS NoO LIMITS.
MORE THAN CHURCH ON SUNDAY!”

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live

June 21 thru June 28, 2026
WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sun HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
8:15am Chapel Worship
9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Vibes

on CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
for STAFF RETREAT

Wed 10:30 am Quilters
6:30 pm Gathering Band

Thurs 6:30 pm Bible Study
Eri
Sat
Sun 8:15am Chapel Worship
9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Vibes

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed on
Monday, June 22" for a church staff retreat
We will re-open on Tuesday, June 23

JULY 5™ PARKING NOTICE

Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Scripture: Luke 10: 25-37
Sermon: “The Mystery of You”
Rev. Meghan Malone

Communion Table: The flowers on the
communion table today are given by Jane Watt in
honor of her parents, Jim & Joan Watt's 72d
wedding anniversary.

HELP US BUILD A HOUSE...
with Habitat for Humanity!

On Sunday, July 5t there will be an “America 250
Transportation in America Car Show” in the
parking lot next door at the Administration building.
Please be aware that there will be no parking in
that lot between 8 am and 2 pm. You will need to
use the parking garage, spots around the square
or the lot behind the Courthouse. Our lot will be
available, but with not a lot of parking here, the
spots will be minimal, so try to save them for those
who can't walk a long distance. Please plan
accordingly.

The house we're sponsoring is underway and we
have been given four work dates in July. They are:

Saturday, July 18th
Thursday, July 23rd
Saturday, July 25th
Thursday, July 30th

Up to 8 people may volunteer for each workday.
Volunteers ages 16 & 17 are welcome as long as
they are with a parent or guardian. Each workday
begins at 8:30am, lunch is at 11:30am, and the
end time is 2:30pm. Lunch is not provided so
groups are welcome to coordinate or just have
everyone pack a lunch. Habitat for Humanity will
provide all the tools that will be needed. They also
have safety gear such as hard hats and glasses
available, but if you have your own feel free to
bring them. Please dress comfortably and with the
mindset of getting dirty. Boots are ideal but tennis
shoes are the second-best thing. Tasks are not
announced until the week of. Please keep in mind
that there could be cancellations due to weather or
subcontractors not being completed with their
work. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/HabitatMUCC
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL ON THE
SQUARE

FINANCE UPDATE

Come to the Medina Square and get your ice
cream, cookies, and brownies Friday night June
26, 2026 before the Medina Community Band's
concert in the Gazebo! We're ready to give you a
sweet treat before the music begins! Affordable
prices will be posted with the goodies. Cash or
Venmo only, please. The social is 6:30-8:00 p.m.
and the concert begins at 8:00 p.m.

VBS THANK YOU!

It takes a village! And | had an amazing village to
help with this year’'s VBS. Truth Sleuths 2026
was a huge success. We had over 70 children
participate! We collected over $300 for Canine
Companions and a lot of needed supplies for
Alleycats and Aristocats. It was a great week
where we learned all about the Mystery of God,
Mystery of Me, Mystery of You, and the Mystery
of Us. | want to thank everyone who helped in any
way with VBS. Those that made decorations,
helped with decorations and decorating, those
who did snacks, those who led the children
around, those who taught the lessons. See what
| mean by it takes a village? @ VBS truly could
not have happened without all of you!! | can’t
thank you all enough. And thank you to Cindy
who helped in so many different ways. |
appreciate all of your help and support!

-Stacie Yates-

JUNE MONTHLY DONATION

Through May we have received $166,774 in
pledges, contributions and other receipts. We
have had expenses of $198,449, for a deficit of
$31,675. Most expenses are consistent with
the plan. Our actual deficit is basically the
same as the budget estimate for the first five
months of the year. Our operating reserve of
$255,372 continues to be very substantial at
51% of the 2026 operating expenditures
budget.

THE PILGRIM MESSENGER

If you are currently receiving the Pilgrim
Messenger by mail and no longer want it please
notify the church office so we can take you off
the mailing list.

If you would like to have it mailed to you or
emailed, let us know that too. Thank you!
Email me at: office@uccmedina.org

POOL DAY FOR YOUTH
GROUP

For the month of June, the Mission Team is
collecting cleaning supplies for the Next Step-Up
shelter. The most requested items by people
transitioning from the shelter to their own homes
is toilet bowl cleaner, Lysol laundry sanitizer,
& glass cleaner.

Please leave your donations in the bin across
from the elevator. Thank you!

On Wednesday June 24, 12:00-4:00pm, all
youth group age kids are invited to come and
swim at Weymouth Country Club for no charge

thanks to our good friend Alan Parkhurst. @)

Please RSVP here:
https://forms.qgle/tYU6Wz3xzTcCyFTn9

Rising third graders and up (youth group age
kids) may be dropped off. Parents are welcome
to sign up and come hang out with Meghan and
Stella as well. Younger siblings can come if
their parents intend to stay with them.

FYIl we are not permitted to bring any food or
drinks to the pool, so eat before you come!
Water will be provided. Concessions may be
purchased with a credit card.
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PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - luke@uccmedina.org
Rev. Meghan Malone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Mission - meghan@uccmedina.org
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor — karenb777z@aol.com

OFFICE STAFF
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - office@uccmedina.org;
Pete Metzloff, Finance Director - pete@uccmedina.org

PROGRAM STAFF
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education — stacie@uccmedina.org
Tracy Gabrielsen, Director of Music — tracy@uccmedina.org
Cathy Fafrak, Organist & Office Assistant — cathy@uccmedina.org
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool and Children’s Choir — jen@uccmedina.org
Jack Sharpe, Maintenance & Custodian
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June 21, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 10:24-39
Daring Discipleship

What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “daring discipleship”? Do images of protesting, community
organizing or letter writing campaigns to elected officials emerge?

While these qualify as daring acts of discipleship for the times we are living in, | feel | need to speak of a
truth that doesn’t get received warmly today. That is, not everyone is called to such acts of discipleship.
And that's okay.

It's time for the children of God to stop judging other children of God for what they do and don’t do.
Remember what Paul said, the body has many parts. We all have different roles to play in the building of
God’s kingdom.

When Jesus asked his followers to take up the cross, what he was inviting us to do was to surrender
completely our wants and wills, our desires and delights, our love of self and need for personal satisfaction,
and replace it instead with a selfless love. This love is risky, costly and demanding for it will lead us to places
we never thought we would go and introduce us to people we never thought we would ever associate with.

This path will look differently for each one of us. That friend who went quiet on social media is not
condoning any wrongs. They are choosing to make this world better by retreating in prayer. How often do
we forget in moments of crisis to first calmly give it over to the Lord?

How about that friend who refuses to attend a march? They have decided that for them showing the love
of Christ means spending time in a home for disabled adults.

My friends, the cross that we are asked to pick up is the same, but we all have different ways of grabbing
hold of it, and we all carry it at different paces and to different places.

In his reflection, “Risky Obedience,” Walter Brueggemann reminds us that when we follow Jesus into a
“world of fear and threat and anger,” that sometimes we go as “willing followers” and other times as
“reluctant followers, slow to get under way.”

But either way, we are all called to be “practitioners of Jesus’ goodness, generosity and hospitality.”

May today we find ourselves being revived once again to be the daring disciples the world needs — and
may we respect the many ways that discipleship is lived out.

God of justice and peace, we know this world is broken and needs our love. Help us to become those daring
disciples who follow Jesus on a path of forgiveness and inclusion. As we do, keep us from judging others. May
our eyes be fixed on You alone. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.)



