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: ¢+ | TRUTH SLEUTHS: Following God’s Footsteps
y / In this part of summer, we follow the holy traces of a God who is always
| already near. In the spirit of our VBS journey, Truth Sleuths: Following
* God’s Footsteps, we listen for grace in the rustle of mystery, in the
questions we carry, and in the love that keeps finding us. Ephesians
» \"3 1:11 tells us that in Christ we have received an inheritance, woven into
the purpose of the One who is gathering all things into mercy and
meaning. We come not as strangers to God’s story, but as beloved

SLEUTHS

FOLLOWING GOD'S FOOTSTEPS

participants in it.
Through this series we will learn to notice the footprints of divine presence in the mystery of God, the mystery
of self, the mystery of neighbor, and the mystery of us. Sundays through July 5, 2026

*Those who are able please stand

PRELUDE "“How Firm a Foundation” —arr. Wilbur Held Jerry Mason, Guest Organist
WELCOME
PASSING OF THE PEACE

*CALL TO WORSHIP

We do not gather as isolated people,

but as members of one body.

We do not come because we can do everything alone,

but because God has made us for one another.

When one suffers, all are touched.

When one rejoices, joy grows larger.

When one serves, love takes shape among us.

When we share what we have, your kin-dom comes near.

So come, not to be spectators, but participants.

Come, that together we may learn again how to make a difference through love.

*OPENING HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” BRADBURY 8.7.8.7.D.
Attr. to Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847, from Hymns for the Young, 1816,-I alt. William B. Bradbury, 1859
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1 Sav-ior, like a shep-herd lead |us, much we need your ten - der care;

2 We are yours, in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 Let us al-waysseek your fa - vor; let us al- waysdo your will;
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*DAILY PRAYER
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in your pleas - ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your folds pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us whenwe go a - stray.
Je - sus Christ our on-1ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir-its fill.
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Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us, yours we  are;
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear your chil -dren when we pray;
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still;
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Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us, yours we are.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear your chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je - sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Holy and Triune God, you did not make us to go it alone. You call us into lives of shared
burdens, shared joy, and shared purpose.

Forgive us for the ways we withdraw, compete, wound, or settle for shallow belonging.
Forgive us when we underestimate what love can do through ordinary people working

together.

Teach us the floor-level love of Jesus: to kneel, to serve, to listen, to lift one another up.
Make this community a witness to your grace, for community is your gift to us, and in you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we meet the God who is community itself.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE John13:1-17 (N.T. pg. 101)

SPECIAL MUSIC "“When My Morning Comes Around” —Iris Dement

Nick North, Liturgist

Dan Hunter, guitar



MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD
The Lord'’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive

Stacie Yates

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer

PRAYER RESPONSE “Near to the Heart of God” MCAFEE CM w. refrain
Words and music by Cleland B. McAfee, 1903
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1. There is a place of qui - et rest, near to the heart of God;
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a place where sm can - not mo- lest, near to the heart of God.
oy oo tme e g e —r—r——r:
ki | 1 [) | 1 1 bl IV ] I
| | | l ' 4 P Eb:‘l 1
A u Refrain A, | | — . |
e e e B —
[ faw T |
o= 0 R
O Je - sus, blest Re - deem- er, sent from the heart of God,
: g & £ £ & [ g J
e ——F—+—+
T i | 14 1 | ! Ll !
e e e = i g
[ fam Y kil I 1 | |
S e === g1
hold us who wait be - fore you near to the heart of God.
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SERMON  “The Mystery of Us” The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon
HYMN “Jesu, Jesuy, Fill Us With Your Love”

Tom Colvin, 1969; rev. 1994, © 1969. Ghanaian folk song; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969; Arr. Jane Marshall, 1982. Arr. © 1982 Hope Publishing Company

CHEREPONI Irr. with refrain
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Je - su, Je - su, fill us with your love, show
_Last time, end_
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us how to serve the neigh-bors we have from you.
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1 Knelt at the feet of his friends, si - lent - ly wash-ing their
2 Neigh-bors are rich and poor, var-ied in col - or and
3 These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should
4 Lov -ing puts us on our Kknees, show-ing our faith by our
5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent - ly wash-ing their
To Refrain
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feet, Je - su, you act - ed as ser - vant to them.
race, neigh-bors are near and far a - way.
love; all these are neigh-bors to us and you.
deeds, serv - ing the neigh-bors we have from you.
feet, this is the way we should live with  you.
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY UCC Medina

There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there.
You can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to 73256.
You can also give through VENMO. Thank you for your prayerful consideration!

Offertory Invitation
No one changes the world alone.
The difference we make is woven from many acts of love,
many hands extended,
many gifts shared for the sake of others.
So let us offer what we have and who we are,
trusting that God can make of our small faithfulness something healing, hopeful, and more

than enough.

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)
Praise God, the Source of life and birth; Praise God, the Word, who came to earth;
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God's Name! Amen.



*Prayer of Dedication

Generous God, receive these gifts and bless this community.

Use what we offer to strengthen the weary, encourage the discouraged, feed the hungry, and
draw neighbors closer.

Make us a people who do not simply admire love, but practice it together.

For community is your gift to us, and in your triune life, O God, we glimpse the holy mystery
of belonging. Amen.

*CLOSINGHYMN

Kenneth L. Cober, 1960; alt., © 1960 Judson Press

“Renew Your Church”
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ALLIS WELL 10.6.10.6.8.8.8.6.
American folk melody, c. 1840
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you are ev- er near, your still voice let
4. Teach us to love, with strengthof heart and mind, each and
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1. Re- new yourchurch,our min- is- tries re-store: both to serve and a - dore.

2. Teach us your word, re - veal its truth di-vine, on our path
3. Teach us to pray, for

let it
us

shine.
hear.

all— hu-man-kind!
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Make us a- gain as salt through-out the land, and as light from a stand.
Tell

leave us not

of yourworks, your might-y acts of grace, from each page show your face.
Our souls are rest-less ‘til they rest in you: Love’s de- sign,
Break down old walls of pre- ju- dice and hate,

ev - er new.
to our fate.
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Be - fore your pres-ence keep us
you have loved and giv'n your life
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‘Mid som-ber shad-ows of the night, where greed and ha-tred spread theirblight,
you have sent your Christ to save, in love to tri- umph o’er thegrave,
still that we may find for us your will
to end hos-til - i- ty and strife,
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O send us forth with power en-dued. Help us, God, be re-newed.
(@] let our hearts with love be stirred, help us, God, know your word.

and seek your guid-ance ev- ery day Teach us, God, how to pray.
O  share your grace from heav'n a- bove, teach us, God, how to love.

™, r ] @ 3
=i s | [
i&zﬁ t‘! : ¢ !

r 4 )j

1=

*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION
Go now knowing that small acts of love are never small in the hands of God.
What we do for one another matters.
How we show up matters.
The difference we make together matters.
So go to serve at floor level,
to bear one another’s burdens,
and to build the kind of community that gives life.
For community is God’s gift to us,
and the God who sends us is community— Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “God Be With You”
God be with you 'til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you;
With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again.

*POSTLUDE Fugue on “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” — JS Bach Jerry Mason, Guest Organist
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***There is no coffee hour for the summer months. Watch for signups in August and join us again in the fall!

B i T T I B R R R O o O O R

Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under:
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338

ONA Statement

“We, the congregation of Medina United Church of Christ, Congregational seek to be followers of Jesus Christ,
taking as our own his example of extravagant welcome and love of all people. As an Open and Affirming
congregation of the United Church of Christ, we welcome into our fellowship persons of all races, ethnicities,
nationalities, abilities or disabilities, genders, gender identities or expression, sexual orientations, age,
socioeconomic status, marital status or family structure, religious background, physical health, mental health, or
any other life circumstance. All are invited to participate in the full life, ministry, leadership, worship, fellowship,
and rites and sacraments of the church. In the living of these values, we hope to more fully follow Christ’s
commandment to love our neighbor and to create a safe space where love abounds.”

Approved by unanimous congregational vote May 19, 2024



THE PILGRIM MESSENGER
JUNE 28, 2026

“WELCOMING, LOVING, SERVING, WHERE GOD HAS NO LIMITS.
MORE THAN CHURCH ON SUNDAY!”

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live

June 28 thru July 5, 2026
WEEK AT A GLANCE

Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sun 8:15am Chapel Worship
9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Vibes

Mon 6:00 pm Spirit Moves Yoga
Tues

Wed 10:30 am Quilters
6:30 pm Gathering Band

Thurs 6:30 pm Bible Study
ri CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
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Sat HAPPY 4™ OF JULY! /;7 =\ -
Sun 8:15am Chapel Worship [ 7k

9:00 am Gathering Worship
10:30 am Sanctuary Worship
10:30 am Summer Vibes

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

The church office will be closed on
Friday, July 3™ in observance of
INDEPENDENCE DAY

JULY 5™ PARKING NOTICE

Scripture: John 13: 1-17
Semon: “The Mystery of Us”
The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon

Communion Table: The flowers on the
communion table today are given by Medith &
Earle Olson in honor of their wedding anniversary.

HELP US BUILD A HOUSE...
with Habitat for Humanity!

On Sunday, July 5" there will be an “America 250:
Transportation in America Car Show” in the
parking lot next door at the Administration building.
Please be aware that there will be no parking in
that lot between 8 am and 2 pm. You will need to
use the parking garage, spots around the square
or the lot behind the Courthouse. Our lot will be
available, but with not a lot of parking here, the
spots will be minimal, so try to save them for those
who can’t walk a long distance. Please plan
accordingly.

The house we’re sponsoring is underway and we
have been given four work dates in July. They are:

-E Saturday, July 18th

5 Thursday, July 23rd

Saturday, July 25th

Thursday, July 30th
Up to 8 people may volunteer for each workday.
Volunteers ages 16 & 17 are welcome as long as
they are with a parent or guardian. Each workday
begins at 8:30am, lunch is at 11:30am, and the
end time is 2:30pm. Lunch is not provided so
groups are welcome to coordinate or just have
everyone pack a lunch. Habitat for Humanity will
provide all the tools that will be needed. They also
have safety gear such as hard hats and glasses
available, but if you have your own feel free to
bring them. Please dress comfortably and with the
mindset of getting dirty. Boots are ideal but tennis
shoes are the second-best thing. Tasks are not
announced until the week of. Please keep in mind
that there could be cancellations due to weather or
subcontractors not being completed with their
work. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/HabitatMUCC



https://tinyurl.com/HabitatMUCC
http://www.uccmedina.org/live

MEN’S BREAKFAST

THE PILGRIM MESSENGER

Just a reminder: the next Men’s Breakfast will be
on Monday, July 6™ at Buehler's River Styx at
8:00 am. All men of the church are invited. We
hope to see you there!

JULY MONTHLY DONATION

For the month of July, the Mission Team will be
collecting supplies for local schools. Here is
what is needed:

Pencils Folders

Crayons Paperclips
Markers Disinfecting Wipes
Glue Sticks Tissues

Erasers Hand Sanitizer

Please place your donations in the marked bins
across from the elevator by the Mission Table.
Thank you!

VBS THANK YOU!

If you are currently receiving the Pilgrim
Messenger by mail and no longer want it please
notify the church office so we can take you off the
mailing list.

If you would like to have it mailed to you or
emailed, let us know that too. Thank you!

Email me at: office@uccmedina.org

ATTENTION SINGERS AND
MUSICIANS!

It takes a village! And | had an amazing village
to help with this year's VBS. Truth Sleuths 2026
was a huge success. We had over 70 children
participate! We collected over $300 for Canine
Companions and a lot of needed supplies for
Alleycats and Aristocats. It was a great week
where we learned all about the Mystery of God,
Mystery of Me, Mystery of You, and the Mystery
of Us. | want to thank everyone who helped in
any way with VBS. Those that made
decorations, helped with decorations and
decorating, those who did snacks, those who led
the children around, those who taught the
lessons. See what | mean by it takes a village?
VBS truly could not have happened without
all of you!! I can’t thank you all enough. And
thank you to Cindy who helped in so many
different ways. | appreciate all of your help and
support!
-Stacie Yates-

(Adults and Youth 6th-12th grade)

Be part of The Gathering Experience: Broadway
On Liberty July 12th - August 16th. Looking for
voices for our undercover chorus, as well as
instruments to round out our pit band. Rehearsals
are Wednesday nights at 7pm in Fellowship Hall
beginning June 17th. Call or text Kimberly
Gallagher for more information at 216-410-6017.

GREETERS AND HOSPITALITY
FOR THE GATHERING
9:00 a.m. Worship

The Gathering Experience: Broadway On Liberty
July 12th - August 16th needs YOU to greet
someone with a smile and a bulletin! (Or, maybe
coffee and mocktails is your superpower?) Call or
text Kimberly Gallagher at 216-410-6017 to be part
of our team!

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that our church livestreams worship
on Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.? Did you know
that they are archived for later viewing? If you are
on vacation, or if you miss a Sunday in church, you
can watch it anytime you have a chance. Simply
log on to our website and go to Livestream. There
you will find videos of all the past services. You
can also find them on our Facebook page under
“reels”. Simply click the links below and begin
exploring! Don’t miss out because you are on
vacation!
https://www.facebook.com/uccmedina/reels/

Live — United Church of Christ, Congregational
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR UPCOMING DATES:

SENIOR SEND-OFF — August 9" 10:30 a.m.

Join us as we wish our outgoing seniors well and send them off on their next adventure with blessings
from their church family!

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS — August 16" all 3 services

Bring your backpacks to church for a special blessing and your backpack tag!

ALIVE ON THE SQUARE WORSHIP - August 23" @ 10:30 a.m.

Come one, come all, and bring a friend to "Alive on the Square" for worship!
Don't forget to bring your friends and your lawn chair!

THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP THIS DAY

Give online at www.uccmedina.org/give
The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am
Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 9 am — 3 pm MONDAY THRU THURSDAY; FRIDAY 9 am — 12 pm

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister - luke@uccmedina.org
Rev. Meghan Malone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Mission - meghan@uccmedina.org
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor — karenb7777@aol.com

OFFICE STAFF
Cindy Korecky, Office Manager - office@uccmedina.org;
Pete Metzloff, Finance Director - pete@uccmedina.org

PROGRAM STAFF
Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education —stacie@uccmedina.org
Tracy Gabrielsen, Director of Music — tracy @uccmedina.org
Cathy Fafrak, Organist & Office Assistant — cathy@uccmedina.org
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool and Children’s Choir —jen@uccmedina.org
Jack Sharpe, Maintenance & Custodian
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June 28, 2026
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 10:40-42
Holy Welcome

When [ first began living on my own, my mother would ask if my kitchen was stocked with treats for those
who dropped by unexpectedly. Was there coffee? Tea? Cream and sugar for the coffee and tea? Cookies?
My answer was always “no,” to which she would sigh in exacerbation, “"But you have to have cookies.”

I was living on an assistant editor’s salary in Manhattan. The thought of spending money on “extravagant”
extras for those phantom guests was ludicrous to me. Even more ludicrous was my mother thinking that
any stash of cookies would survive uneaten in my cupboards.

Perhaps it was that missing Martha Stewart gene in me that kept my cupboards empty of treats for others.
Perhaps it was my mom’s deep-seated generational belief that good manners meant feeding someone at
the spur of the moment.

Whatever it was, | do not deny that hospitality is important — and biblical. For in the breaking of the bread,
humanity’s differences give way to a truth that connects us all: We are hungering for belonging, which
begins with a welcome. Jesus once told his friends that whoever welcomes them, welcomes him. And so,
welcoming is a powerful, holy act that we often fail to see as such.

Think about a time when your schedule was interrupted by an unexpected visitor. You probably felt
annoyed. But afterward you realized how that encounter was a blessing, turning your day — and attitude
— around. Now think back to a time when you called on someone without notice and were given a chilly
hello and swift good-bye. How did that make you feel?

The reality is that we are all standing on proverbial welcome mats praying that the door before us opens
to a place of acceptance — a place that tells us in the welcoming, that we are not only seen, but that our
existence matters. Such a welcome doesn’t have to be extravagant. It doesn’t even require having coffee
and cookies on hand in the pantry. (Sorry, mom.) A simple cup of cold water to one of God’s little ones is
meaningful, Jesus points out.

St. David of Wales had a motto in life and that was “do the little things.” On his deathbed in the 6th century,
he reminded his monks to keep offering small acts of love, for those are the acts make the world a better
place. Our holy welcomes are acts of love we can show others. And the good news is that our spiritual
pantries are already stocked. We have the presence of ourselves to give both stranger and friend.

Loving God, at the very start of creation You saw that humans should not be alone. We were meant to be there
for one another, to slow down and show up for the one who is needing to know they are not invisible. May
today we find those holy moments to connect with our siblings. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.)



