
 

 



 
 

TRUTH SLEUTHS: Following God’s Footsteps 

In this part of summer, we follow the holy traces of a God who is always 
already near. In the spirit of our VBS journey, Truth Sleuths: Following 
God’s Footsteps, we listen for grace in the rustle of mystery, in the 
questions we carry, and in the love that keeps finding us. Ephesians 1:11 
tells us that in Christ we have received an inheritance, woven into the 
purpose of the One who is gathering all things into mercy and 
meaning. We come not as strangers to God’s story, but as beloved 

participants in it.   
Through this series we will learn to notice the footprints of divine presence in the mystery of God, the mystery of 

self, the mystery of neighbor, and the mystery of us.                                                     Sundays through July 5, 2026 
 

*Those who are able please stand 
 

PRELUDE     “America, the Beautiful” – Samuel A. Ward/arr. Tedd Smith                      Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 

WELCOME 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
There are distances we do not notice at first;  
the slow drift between heart and heart,  
the miles hidden inside familiar roads,  
the silence that grows where love once spoke easily.  
Yet Christ does not shout across the divide.  
He kneels close enough to be heard.  
He tells the truth in stories,  
small enough to enter by humility,  
deep enough to change a life.  
So come, not with certainty, but with open hands.  
Come with listening hearts.  
Come to the Teacher who meets us in mystery  
and leads us by the floor level of love.  

 

*OPENING HYMN                                 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”                                                     MATERNA   CMD 
Katherine Lee Bates, 1893                Samuel Augustus Ward, 1882 

 



 

 

 

 
  
 

*DAILY PRAYER 
Holy Christ, we confess that we often mistake being right for being wise,  
and being certain for being faithful.  
We hurry past parables looking for answers, when you are offering us a way of seeing.  
We stand on our pride and call it clarity, when what we need is a servant’s heart.  
Bend us low enough to listen,  
quiet us enough to notice,  
and make us gentle enough to love what we do not fully understand.  
For the deepest truths are not conquered by force, but received by grace. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE     Matthew 13:10-17  (N.T. pg. 13)                                       Leon Coard, Liturgist          
 
SPECIAL MUSIC    “One Bread, One Body” – J. Foley/arr. Lloyd Larson    Harry Buch & Jerry Mason, duet 



 
MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD             Pastor Meghan 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                            
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE                                   “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                           BALM IN GILEAD   Irr. w/ refrain 
African American Spiritual, lat. 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON        “A Theology of Mystery” The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 
HYMN             “As We Gather At Your Table”                                      EACH SPRING   8.7.8.7.D.                                                     
Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1989                                    The Sacred Harp, 1844. Harm, The New Century Hymnal, 1992 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  You do not need to be a member of the United Church of Christ to 
partake in the Holy Sacrament. All bread served is gluten free. 
 

Invitation to the Table 

The Words of Institution 

Distribution of the Elements 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 

There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there.   
You can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to 
73256.  You can also give through VENMO.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

 



 
Offertory Invitation 

There are gifts we almost miss,  
small mercies, quiet labors, ordinary kindnesses  
that keep a world from coming apart. So let us give not to be impressive,  
but to be useful in the hands of God.  
Let us offer what we have with humility,  
trusting that love grows in the quiet places too.  
 

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)  
Praise God, the Source of life and birth; Praise God, the Word, who came to earth; 

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s Name! Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of hidden growth, receive these gifts and make them seed. Plant them in the furrows of 
need, in the wounds we do not always see, in the distances only compassion can cross. And 
make of us a people who do not grasp at mystery from above, but meet it with towels, tables, 
patience, and care. Teach us that the truest wisdom wears an apron. Amen.  

 
*CLOSING HYMN                                     “This Is My Song”                                                     FINLANDIA   11.10.11.10.11.10. 
St. 1 & 2, Lloyd Stone, 1934; St. 3, Georgia Harkness, c. 1939, alt.            Jean Sibelius, 1899; arr. The Hymnal, 1933 
© 1934, 1962, Lorenz Publishing Co.                          © 1933, 1961, Presbyterian Board of Christian Education 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

*ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*BENEDICTION 
Go now, not needing to master every mystery.  
Go willing to listen more deeply.  
Go willing to love more lowly.  
And when the road feels long, when the heart of another seems far away, remember this:  
Christ still comes close; in story, in silence, in bread, in burden-bearing.  
For the way of the kingdom is not domination, but devotion;  
not pride, but humility;  
not distance, but a servant’s heart.  
Amen.  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            “God Be With You” 
           God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
           With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
 

*POSTLUDE    “God of Our Fathers” – NATIONAL HYMN/arr. David Schack               Cathy Fafrak, Organ 



 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

***There is no coffee hour for the summer months.  Watch for signups in August and join us again in the fall!  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under: 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338 

 

 

IMPORTANT CHURCH DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

• The church is no longer able to print traditional church directories.  

• To ensure members can access contact information, the church will use the REALM app as 

the church directory.  

• When members are opted in to the directory, other church members can view their:  

o Phone number  

o Email address  

o Mailing address  

• Access to this information is restricted:  

o Only church members can view directory information.  

o Members must be logged into the REALM app.  

o Information is not publicly available online.  

Upcoming Change 

• To simplify the process, the church will automatically opt all members into the directory.  

• If you do not want your information shared:  

o Contact the church office and request that your information be "locked."  

• Members may also manage their own privacy settings in REALM.  

o Please wait until after August to make changes to your settings to avoid accidental 

updates. When the changes are made, you will receive a confirmation email as to what 

has been shared. 

o Assistance will be available through the church office if needed, or you may contact 

Mike Sferro at michael.sferro@gmail.com . 

Timeline 

• The goal is to have all contact information available through the directory by the end of 

August.  

• Instructions for accessing directory information in the REALM app will be available after we 

make the changes in August.  

Privacy Information 

• REALM keeps member information private by default.  

• Information is only shared with other church members when permission is granted.  

Printed Directory Option 

• If members are opted into the directory, the church may be able to print a directory containing 

only the information of those who choose to share it.  

• This would provide an option for members who do not use or cannot access the REALM app.  

• Member participation in the directory is the only way a printed directory can be created. 

mailto:michael.sferro@gmail.com
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July 5 thru July 12, 2026  
WEEK AT A GLANCE       

Sun      8:15 am  Chapel Worship 
 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
 10:30 am Sanctuary Worship 
        10:30 am Summer Vibes 
 

Mon  8:00 am Men’s Breakfast   
 6:00 pm Spirit Moves Yoga   
Tues     
  

Wed  10:30 am Quilters 
   7:00 pm Gathering Band 
    

 Thurs  6:30 pm Bible Study  
 

 Fri     
        

 Sat        
 

 Sun     YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP 
             8:15 am Chapel Worship 

 9:00 am Gathering Worship 
 10:30 am Sanctuary Worship 
        10:30 am Summer Vibes 
 

**CHURCH PARKING TODAY** 
Today, July 5th there will be an “America 250: 
Transportation in America Car Show” in the 
parking lot next door at the Administration building. 
Please be aware that there will be no parking in 
that lot between 8 am and 2 pm.  You will need to 
use the parking garage, spots around the square 
or the lot behind the Courthouse.  Our lot will be 
available, but with not a lot of parking here, the 
spots will be minimal, so try to save them for those 
who can’t walk a long distance.  
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Just a reminder: the next Men’s Breakfast will be 
on Monday, July 6th at Buehler’s River Styx at 8:00 
am. All men of the church are invited.  We hope to 
see you there! 

 
Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
 

Scripture: Matthew 13:10-17 

Sermon: “A Theology of Mystery” 

The Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 
 

Communion Table:   The flowers on the 
communion table today are given by Joan & John 
Walschon in memory of John’s mother, Bette 
Robertson. 

 
 
 

   HELP US BUILD A HOUSE… 
with Habitat for Humanity! 

The house we’re sponsoring is underway and we 
have been given four work dates in July. They are: 

 

Saturday, July 18th 
Thursday, July 23rd 
Saturday, July 25th 
Thursday, July 30th 
 
 

Up to 8 people may volunteer for each workday. 
Volunteers ages 16 & 17 are welcome as long as 
they are with a parent or guardian. Each workday 
begins at 8:30am, lunch is at 11:30am, and the 
end time is 2:30pm. Lunch is not provided so 
groups are welcome to coordinate or just have 
everyone pack a lunch. Habitat for Humanity will 
provide all the tools that will be needed. They also 
have safety gear such as hard hats and glasses 
available, but if you have your own feel free to 
bring them. Please dress comfortably and with the 
mindset of getting dirty. Boots are ideal but tennis 
shoes are the second-best thing. Tasks are not 
announced until the week of. Please keep in mind 
that there could be cancellations due to weather or 
subcontractors not being completed with their 
work.  Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/HabitatMUCC 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  
 

https://tinyurl.com/HabitatMUCC
http://www.uccmedina.org/live


 

JULY MONTHLY DONATION   
For the month of July, the Mission Team will be 
collecting supplies for local schools.  Here is what 
is needed: 

Please place your donations in the marked bins 
across from the elevator by the Mission Table.  
Thank you! 

 

ATTENTION SINGERS AND 
MUSICIANS! 

 (Adults and Youth 6th-12th grade) 
Be part of The Gathering Experience: Broadway On 
Liberty July 12th - August 16th. Looking for voices 
for our undercover chorus, as well as instruments 
to round out our pit band. Rehearsals are 
Wednesday nights at 7pm in Fellowship Hall 
beginning June 17th. Call or text Kimberly 
Gallagher for more information at 216-410-6017.  
 

GREETERS AND HOSPITALITY 
FOR THE GATHERING 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 
The Gathering Experience: Broadway On Liberty 
July 12th - August 16th needs YOU to greet 
someone with a smile and a bulletin! (Or, maybe 
coffee and mocktails is your superpower?) Call or 
text Kimberly Gallagher at 216-410-6017 to be part 
of our team! 
 

YOUTH GROUP MISSION TRIP 
Please pray for our youth and adults who are 
heading to Tucson, Arizona from July 12th to 17th. 
This year, an organization called Be the Neighbor 
will show us how people of faith are responding to 
the needs of immigrants at our southern border. We 
will learn through hands-on service what it means 
to welcome and support our immigrant neighbors. 
Participants will share their experiences from the 
trip during church on Sunday, July 26th!  
 

AED & CPR TRAINING 
The church is offering AED & CPR training for 
those who want to be trained, especially ushers, 
those who volunteer with the youth, church team 
leaders and/or members, etc. 
The staff will be updating their certificates and be 
recertified in CPR & on the AED, (Automated 
External Defibrillator), machine. When you 
become certified, you need to recertify every 2 
years to stay current. 
The first part of the training will be an online 
course, then an overview and hands-on class will 
take place on Tuesday, August 4th at 10:00 am. 
Anyone interested in being trained in these areas 
should contact Cindy in the church office.  There 
is no cost for members to take this class. Space 
is limited, so don't delay! The deadline for signing 
up for this class will be Friday, July 17th. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
UPCOMING DATES: 

 

 
 

SENIOR SEND-OFF – August 9th 10:30 a.m. 

Join us as we wish our outgoing seniors well 
and send them off on their next adventure with 

blessings from their church family! 
 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS – August 
16th all 3 services 

Bring your backpacks to church for a special 
blessing and your backpack tag! 

 
 

ALIVE ON THE SQUARE WORSHIP  
 Aug 23rd @ 10:30 a.m. 

THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP THIS DAY 

Come one, come all, and bring a friend to "Alive 
on the Square" for worship! 

Don't forget to bring your friends and your lawn 
chair! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Pencils Folders 
Crayons                  Paperclips 
Markers               Disinfecting Wipes 
Glue Sticks            Tissues 
Erasers                  Hand Sanitizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A YEAR IN WORSHIP: FROM THE PASTOR 

Hey Church! 
 

The Worship Team (at the request of the DELTS) has developed 
a whole year of worship series. Today is the final day of the VBS 
inspired Truth Sleuths. 
 

Next, we’ll take on our Broadway on 
Liberty series. We’ll glean insights 
from popular plays and musicals. No 
knowledge needed, but they should at 
least go on your list should you have 
the opportunity to see one of these 
amazing productions! 
 

At the corner of Broadway and Liberty, we’ll explore the stories 
that have captivated audiences for generations and discover 
how musicals can help us hear the gospel with fresh ears. From 

the underworld echoes of Hadestown to the radical hospitality of Come From Away, from 
the questions of Wicked to the longing of Dear Evan Hansen, these stories sing about 
love, belonging, truth, fear, hope, and what it means to be human. 
 

Because faith has always been musical. The psalms were songs before they were 
scripture. Jesus taught through stories. And somewhere between a spotlight and a chorus 
line, Broadway keeps wrestling with the same questions people bring to church every 
Sunday: 
Who am I? 
Who belongs? 
Can people change? 
What story will we leave behind? 
Join us July 12th through August 16th for a worship series where scripture meets the stage, 
theology gets a soundtrack, and grace refuses to stay backstage. 
 
 

From Alive on the Square until September 27th, we’ll be 
Hitting the Books: Falling in Love with the Bible Again. 
This series will remind us that the Bible isn’t a rulebook to 
master but a living library that invites us into wonder, 
wrestling, and transformation. When we release the need 
for certainty and control, we discover a text that is less 
about having the right answers and more about learning 
how to ask better questions, see more deeply, and live 
more faithfully.  
 

Fall in love again with a book you assume you already 
know. Like rediscovering an old trail and realizing it was 
never a straight line to begin with, but a winding path full of switchbacks, shade, and  



 

 
sudden vistas. There will be a lot of weekly bible studies to help ground us in the Bible. 
The class list will be forthcoming. 
 
October brings us Hell Bent: How a theology of Hell 
poisons our relationship with God. In this four-week 
series inspired by Hell Bent by Brian Recker, we confront 
the doctrine that has haunted Christian spirituality for 
centuries. Together, we will ask hard questions of scripture, 
tradition, and our own lived experiences. What if fear was 
never meant to be the engine of faith? What if Jesus came 
not to save us from hell, but to show us how to live fully, 
freely, and lovingly here and now? 
 

We’ll have books on hand about this epic series and the 
author, Brian Recker, will cap off our series on October 25th.  
 

November’s stewardship series will be entitled 
HERE AFTER. For a lot of us, faith was framed 
as a waiting room for what comes next. 
Heaven. The afterlife. The great beyond. But 
when you listen closely to Jesus, he keeps 
pulling our attention back—back to this place, 
these people, this moment. “On earth as it is in 
heaven” isn’t a someday promise. It’s a 
present-tense calling. 
 

So maybe the better question isn’t just what happens after we die but what we’re here 
after while we’re alive. 
 

What are we pursuing? 
What are we building? 
What kind of world are we helping bring to life right now? 
 

Then November 29th brings us to Advent. Advent takes care of itself, and Christmas 
saves the year.  
 
May God add blessing to these plans, and may you, church, add yours as well. Any 
questions, please contact me! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
-Pastor Luke 

 
 
 
 
 



 

July 5, 2026 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
Chosen Journeys 

 

My husband wonders why I make life hard for myself. He especially wonders this when, under the scorching 
sun, he watches me walk by the hose he bought — the one with the extra-long extension — choosing 
instead to lug sloshing buckets of water from the house to my out-of-the-way garden.   
 

It is a bit odd. I sometimes question my own sanity, too. But I have chosen this garden journey as a spiritual 
discipline. For in the arduous act of carrying water buckets, I’m reminded of those who still walk miles for 
their water. It is a small, prayerful act that keeps my coddled heart conscious of the urgent need for clean, 
accessible water for all.  
 

Last summer, though, I finally admitted that watering the garden this way was becoming too much for me. 
My husband smiled, thinking the prized hose he bought would finally be used. He was wrong. Rather, what 
arrived a few days later in the mail was a 19th-century wooden yoke from a farmer in Lithuania. Its well-
worn patina featured ornate notches carved into the wood that kept the buckets from sliding.  
 

I placed the arch of the yoke behind my neck and masterfully balanced the buckets. The yoke did help to 
distribute the weight of the water, lightening the load a bit, and making my task a bit easier. And it also 
deepened my spiritual gardening discipline, as feeling the buckets sway with my steps, I heard my Savior’s 
invitation once again: Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 
 

I thought about the heavy burdens I carried that no one knew of — the worries that sloshed around in my 
spiritual buckets. I had grown weary by their weight. I had a tiredness in my bones that no sleep could cure. 
It was a tiredness that came from the constant buzz of stress keeping my nerves on high alert.  
 

How many times would I ignore Jesus’ help? Why did I insist on carrying all of life’s burdens alone?  
 

It is no wonder Jesus told the people of his time to take his yoke, for his was an easy one. Before modern 
machinery, farmers would use a wooden yoke on their animals. The frame that joined two beasts of 
burdens would mean they would share the weight of a load, making it easier to keep moving forward.  
 

What a beautiful invitation we have as well. This is our opportunity, this day, to finally give our burdens to 
the one who will make them lighter. Will you embrace Jesus’ yoke? I have. The garden hose, though? That 
I still ignore. 
 

Patient God, how tiresome it must be to watch us struggling with the burdens and stresses and worries that 
we insist on carrying by ourselves. Help us to finally accept Jesus’ invitation to take his yoke. May we stop 
being crushed by the weight of this world. May we know that all we struggle with is now in Jesus’ capable and 
loving hands. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  
 
(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) 


