
 

 



 
HIT THE BOOKS: Falling in love with the Bible again 
The Bible isn’t a rulebook to master but a living library that invites us into wonder, 
wrestling, and transformation. When we release the need for certainty and control, we 
discover a text that is less about having the right answers and more about learning how 
to ask better questions, see more deeply, and live more faithfully.   
 Fall in love again with a book you assume you already know. Like rediscovering an old 
trail and realizing it was never a straight line to begin with, but a winding path full of 
switchbacks, shade, and sudden vistas.                        August 30th – September 27th 
 

*Those who are able please stand 
 

PRELUDE     “I Love to Tell the Story” – arr. Clarence Kohlmann                          Cathy Fafrak, Piano 
 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 78: 1-4)  
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;  

 incline your ears to the words of my mouth.  
 I will open my mouth in a parable;  

 I will utter dark sayings from of old,  
things that we have heard and known,  

 that our ancestors have told us.  
We will not hide them from their children;  

 we will tell to the coming generation  
the glorious deeds of the Lord and the Lord’s might 

 and the wonders that God has done. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                                   “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”                                  ZION   8.7.8.7.4.7.4.7. 

William Williams, 1745. Translated by Peter & William Williams, 1771-1772; alt.                                  Thomas Hastings, 1830 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

*DAILY PRAYER (NCH #834)   
Almighty and Everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we are to pray, always willing to 
give more than we either desire or deserve: pour upon us the abundance of your mercy; forgiving 
those things which our conscious is afraid; and giving us those good things which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, your begotten one, our 
Sovereign. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM     “The Bible Tells Me So” – arr. Lloyd Larson                  Sam Ockunzzi, soloist; Chancel Choir  
 
SCRIPTURE    Exodus 17:1-17 (O.T. pg. 61)                 Pam Branscome, Liturgist    
  Philippians 2:1-13 (N.T. pg. 186)       

Matthew 21:23-32 (N.T. pg.  22) 
 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSE                            “O Word of God Incarnate”               MUNICH   7.6.7.6.D.  

William W. How, 1867; alt.     Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693; harm, Felix Mendelssohn, 1847 
 

 
 

 
 

Response continues on next page → 



 

 
 

 
 
MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY OF GOD Stacie Yates 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                            
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     
Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE                                       “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”                                                    SPIRIT   Irr. 

James K. Manley, 1978;alt.               James K. Manley, 1978.  Arr. The New Century Hymnal, 1993 

 

 

 
 

 
 

SERMON        “Mirror, Compass, and X-Ray” Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 

REFLECTION HYMN                                      “I Need You Every Hour”                                                           NEED   6.4.6.4. w/ refrain 

Annie S. Hawks, 1872; alt.  Refrain added by Robert Lowry, 1872; alt.                                               Robert Lowry, 1872 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 

There is an offering plate if you feel led to deposit your envelope or an offering there.  You 
can also give through our Realm app or get the link to give by texting UCCMEDINA to 
73256 or  give through VENMO.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

 

Offertory Invitation  (NCH # 842)  
Having received new life through the generosity of God and the hope Christ brings,  
Let us give thankfully and abundantly that we may be call God’s generous people! 

 

*Doxology (words, Ruth Duck, ©2005, GIA Publications)  
Praise God, the Source of life and birth; Praise God, the Word, who came to earth; 

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame; All glory, honor to God’s Name! Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (NCH # 849)  
O God, who is eternal salvation and inestimable blessedness: grant to all your servants, we 
pray you, that we who have received things holy and blessed may be enabled to be holy and 
blessed evermore. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                      “I Love to Tell the Story”                                HANKEY   7.6.7.6.D w/ refrain 
Katherine Hankey, c. 1868                                                  William G. Fischer, 1869 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
*ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 
*BENEDICTION  

We have hit the books!  
The Bible, the New Century Hymnal, and in faith formation.  
May what you have considered and learned,  
How we have grown in faith and spirit  
Be a blessing to you,  
A fuller view of God and neighbor is always a blessing!  
Go in blessing for this service has ended;  
And our service begins. Amen! 

 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE            “God Be With You” 

           God be with you ‘til we meet again; By His counsels guide uphold you; 
           With His sheep securely fold you; God be with you ‘til we meet again. 
 

*POSTLUDE     “Praise to the Lord on High” – Rachel Sawyer                                              Cathy Fafrak, organ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

***Please join us for Coffee Hour in Fellowship Hall following the service*** 
Coffee Hour is hosted this week by Nicci Avalon & Sari Allen 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Music in this bulletin reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under: 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-605137. All rights reserved and CCLI, License #1637380 & #213338 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon, Senior Minister -  luke@uccmedina.org 

Rev. Meghan Malone, Associate Pastor of Youth & Mission - meghan@uccmedina.org 
Karen Brocco-Kish, Visitation Pastor –  karenb7777@aol.com  

 
OFFICE STAFF 

Cindy Korecky, Office Manager -  office@uccmedina.org 
Pete Metzloff, Finance Director -  pete@uccmedina.org 

 
PROGRAM STAFF 

Stacie Yates, Director of Christian Education – stacie@uccmedina.org 
Tracy Gabrielsen, Director of Music – tracy@uccmedina.org  

Cathy Fafrak, Organist & Office Assistant – cathy@uccmedina.org 
Jennifer Vilimonovic, Director of Hobby Horse Preschool and Children’s Choir – jen@uccmedina.org 

Jack Sharpe, Maintenance & Custodian 
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September 27 thru October 4, 2026  
WEEK AT A GLANCE       

 

Sun     8:15 am Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship 
  9:30 am Choir warm up 
  10:30 am Sanctuary Worship 
  10:30 am Jesus Vibes 
  10:30 am  Teen Church & Teen Council 
  11:30 am Blake Donations Due 
    3:00 pm Confirmation Class 
 

Mon    6:00 pm Spirit Moves Yoga 
 

Tues   7:00 pm Bible for Normal People 
 

Wed  10:30 am Quilters 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir rehearsal 
   7:00 pm Just Wondering 
   7:00 pm Gathering Band rehearsal 
   7:00 pm  Capital Campaign Meeting 
   7:15 pm Choir rehearsal 
 

Thurs   Habitat for Humanity workday 
   3:00 pm Coffee & Chat 
   6:30 pm Bible Study  
 Fri     
Sat     9:00 am Pet Blessing 
 

Sun    8:00 am  Blake Sign-ups Posted 
           8:15 am  Chapel Worship 
  9:00 am Gathering Worship 
  9:30 am Choir warm up 
         10:00 am Children’s Choir rehearsal 
  10:30 am Sanctuary Worship 
  10:30 am Jesus Vibes 
    3:00 pm  Vibes Video Crew 
    4:30 pm Youth Group 
   

HOST A COFFEE HOUR! 
There are still a couple of open dates to host in 
November. If you have any questions, you can 
contact someone on the Hospitality Team or 
call the church office. Signups are in the East 
Room Hallway. 

 

 

 

Worship Highlights: 8:15, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7, Philippians 2:1-13,  

Matthew 21:23–32 

Sermon: “Mirror, Compass, and X-Ray” 

Rev. Dr. Luke Lindon 
 

Communion Table:   The flowers on the 
communion table are given by Alan Parkhurst in 
memory of his parents’ wedding anniversary (1941). 

 
LAST FAITH FORMATION SESSION 

The Bible for Normal People 
Join Pastor Luke for the last guided discussion on The 
Bible for Normal People video this Tuesday, 9/29 at 7 
p.m. in the Library.  This week: Anti-Apologetics 

 
PREVENT SUICIDE WALK IS TODAY 

Let’s come together to support suicide prevention 
awareness, honor loved ones and remind others that 
they are not alone. The 1-mile walk will take place at 
Medina Public Square from 12-3 pm and, if you’d like 
to walk together as a church group, meet Patrick at 
the Bandstand after you sign in with the Walk 
organizers.  Use this link to sign up:  
https://tinyurl.com/preventsuicidewalk 

 
FALL FAMILY FUN NIGHT + BONFIRE! 

Save the Date for this all-church event:  
Sunday, October 11th from 4:30-6 pm. 

 

Join us at Tom & Jenny Wolff’s home (6951 Egypt 
Rd., Medina) for an afternoon of food, fellowship, and 
fun! There will be games and a bonfire with s’mores. 
Hot dogs, chips, and drinks will be provided. Please 
consider bringing a side dish or dessert to share. 
Hope to see you there! 
 

“Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Where God Has No Limits. 
 

More Than Church On Sunday!” 
 

Live streaming of the 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary service is available at www.uccmedina.org/live  
 

https://tinyurl.com/preventsuicidewalk
http://www.uccmedina.org/live


 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 

Next Sunday, October 4th 
The Neighbors in Need offering of the United 
Church of Christ supports ministries of justice and 
compassion through the UCC, with one-third of 
the offering given to the Council for American 
Indian Ministries and the remaining two-thirds 
supporting UCC justice ministries. In 2025 the 
Neighbors in Need Offering supported 26 grant 
recipients across the UCC who were engaged in 
projects of direct service and advocacy. Please 
use the special offering envelopes found in the 
pews or give online through Realm. Thank you for 
your support and generosity! 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
APPLICATIONS 

The Endowment Committee is pleased to 
announce that applications are available to apply 
for funding for special projects and improvements 
for operating year 2027. Last fall we received a 
record number of applications and were able to 
help fund two mission trips, add additional funds 
to three Mission accounts as well as sponsor two 
Pastor Lunches just to name a few.  Maybe the 
Endowment Fund can help fund your next special 
project or event. Applications are available in the 
rack outside the office or can be emailed if 
necessary, by contacting the office. Deadline for 
submission is Friday, November 20th to the 
Endowment mailbox in the office or emailed 
to: charnleykmf@gmail.com.  Questions? 
Contact Kelly Charnley 330-421- 
3313 or Matt Yates 330-321-9679. 
 

COME TREK WITH US! 
 

Get out and explore your Medina County Parks 
with your church friends! Hikes leave at 2:00 pm 
on Sundays and are under 2 miles. No RSVP, 
come if you can. Rain or shine except if storming. 
Look for Pastor Luke or Kate Lindon.  
Email Kate at katewlindon@gmail.com to be 
added to the email reminder list. 
This afternoon’s location: 
9/27: Letha House Park West  
         5800 Richman Rd., Spencer, 1.4 miles 

 
 

DONATION OF THE MONTH 
Our October donations will go to Prospect Pantry. 
They are asking for shelf stable protein sources 
(canned tuna, chicken, SPAM, corned beef, 
breakfast bars, etc.) and adult and children’s 
socks.  Let’s help warm tummies and feet! 
Place your donations in the Mission bin across 
from the elevator, at the bottom of the stairs. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 

DONATIONS REQUESTED 
Let’s support our congregation’s little 
ones and donate some diapers or 
wipes to stock the changing tables in 
the upstairs church bathrooms. 
Please sign up to donate from the list 
of requested items by scanning the QR code.  You 
may also click this link for the list: 
https://tinyurl.com/uccdiapers Thank you! 
 

FINANCE UPDATE: AUGUST 
Through August we received $252,309 in pledges, 
contributions and other receipts.  We have had 
expenses of $327,880, for a deficit of 
$74,571.  Most expenses are consistent or less 
than the plan.  Our actual deficit is roughly $28,000 
more than the budget estimate for the first eight 
months of the year.  We pay our insurance as a 
lump sum amount each August, which added to the 
deficit.  Our operating reserve of $211,000 
continues to be very substantial at 42% of the 2026 
operating expenditures budget.  
 

FEEDING BLAKE FAMILIES  

As the academic year has launched, our H.G. Blake 
Elementary principal and staff have provided a list 
of families for our congregation to share a meal with 
every other week.  In a first, we heard from several 
of our Blake families looking for a start date- the 
need is there.  I'm so proud of our congregation's 
willingness to fill it, thank you for your 
generosity!  We have eight families this year, many 
of you like to surprise our families with extras, 
please do so in this number. 

 

**Menu items are due back today, Sunday, 
September 27th. A new donation list will go up 
next Sunday, October 4th

mailto:charnleykmf@gmail.com
mailto:katewlindon@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/uccdiapers


 

 

BACK TO WORK WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY! 
We have been assigned some more workdays with Habitat for Humanity! The dates are:  

▪ Thursday, October 1st 
▪ Saturday, October 10th 
▪ Thursday October 15th 

Just like before, up to 8 people may volunteer for each workday! Each workday begins at 
8:30am, breaks for lunch at 11:30am, and ends by 2:30pm. Lunch is not provided so 
groups are welcome to coordinate or just have everyone pack a lunch. Habitat for 
Humanity will provide all the tools that will be needed. They also have safety gear such as 
hard hats and glasses available, but if you have your own feel free to bring them. Please dress comfortably 
and with the mindset of getting dirty. Boots are ideal but tennis shoes are the second-best thing. Please keep 
in mind that there could be cancellations due to weather or subcontractors not being completed with their 
work.   
Sign-up at the link or use the QR code!   https://tinyurl.com/ucc-habitat  

 

Give online at www.uccmedina.org/give 
 The deadline for submission of articles for NEXT Sunday’s Messenger is this Sunday at 11:30 am 

Please submit articles to the church office at office@uccmedina.org 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  9 am – 3 pm MONDAY THRU THURSDAY; FRIDAY 9 am – 12 pm 
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September 27, 2026 
Exodus 17:1-7 

 

God’s Sustaining Presence 
 

…I would like to beg you dear Sir, as well as I can, to have patience with everything unresolved in your heart 
and to try to love the questions themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign 
language. Don’t search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would not be able 
to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, someday far in the 
future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answer. 
 

Rainer Maria Rilke, 1903, in, “Letters to a Young Poet”. 
 

Today’s Bible story, as God’s people wander in the wilderness and begin to be disgruntled and fractious, is 

packed full of questions. Moses first asks, “Why do you quarrel with me?” and immediately after, “Why do 

you test the Lord?”  The people chorus back with a question of their own, asking, “Why did you bring us 

out of Egypt to kill us and our livestock and our children with thirst?” 
 

Finally, Moses, fearful he will be killed, pleads to God, “What shall I do with the people?” 
 

In the end, the area where they are wandering brings up so many questions that they decide to name the 

place after the question they all keep asking, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 

A century and a couple of decades ago, the poet Rilke urged his young correspondent to “live the 

questions.” Moses and his people certainly lived the questions in this story. But are they the kind of 

questions that deepen relationships or cause more alienation? 
 

Are we willing to ask questions of God, of our leaders, and of each other that draw us into better 

conversations? And what would it mean to consider the questions on our minds, rather than just ask them? 

What would it mean to sit with the questions over time? How might the questions deepen and enrich our 

faith? What questions strengthen and empower our faith communities? Which questions encourage and 

support community leaders? Which questions are worth living? Can we begin asking those questions, here 

and now? 
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ONA Statement 
“We, the congregation of Medina United Church of Christ, Congregational seek to be followers of Jesus Christ, taking as our 
own his example of extravagant welcome and love of all people. As an Open and Affirming congregation of the United Church 
of Christ, we welcome into our fellowship persons of all races, ethnicities, nationalities, abilities or disabilities, genders, gender 
identities or expression, sexual orientations, age, socioeconomic status, marital status or family structure, religious background, 
physical health, mental health, or any other life circumstance. All are invited to participate in the full life, ministry, leadership, 
worship, fellowship, and rites and sacraments of the church. In the living of these values, we hope to more fully follow Christ’s 
commandment to love our neighbor and to create a safe space where love abounds.”  

Approved by unanimous congregational vote May 19, 2024 


